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24 Hours In Ancient Rome A Day
In The Life Of The People Who
Lived There
Spend 24 hours with the ancient Chinese. Travel back to
AD 17, during the fourth year of the reign of Wang Mang
of the Han dynasty, a vibrant and innovative era full of
conflicts and contradictions. But as different as the Han
culture might have been to other great ancient
civilizations, the inhabitants of ancient China faced the
same problems as people have for time immemorial:
earning enough money, coping with workplace dramas
and keeping your home in order . although the equivalent
in this era was more about bribing inspectors, avoiding
bullying from abusive watchmen and trying to keep your
house from being looted by Huns. In each chapter we
meet one of 24 citizens of this ancient culture, from the
midwife to the soldier, the priest to the performer and the
bronze worker to the tomb looter, and see what an
average day in ancient China was really like.
Spend 24 hours with the ancient Athenians. See the city
through their eyes as it teeters on the edge of the fateful
war that would end its golden age. Athens, 416 BC. A
tenuous peace holds. The city-state's political and
military might are feared throughout the ancient world; it
pushes the boundaries of social, literary and
philosophical experimentation in an era when it has a
greater concentration of geniuses per capita than at any
other time in human history. Yet even geniuses go to the
bathroom, argue with their spouse and enjoy a drink with
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friends. Few of the city's other inhabitants enjoy the
benefits of such a civilized society, though - as
multicultural and progressive as Athens can be, many
are barred from citizenship. No, for the average person,
life is about making ends meet, whether that be selling
fish, guarding the temple or smuggling lucrative Greek
figs. During the course of a day we meet 24 Athenians
from all strata of society - from the slave-girl to the
councilman, the vase painter to the naval commander,
the housewife to the hoplite - and get to know what the
real Athens was like by spending an hour in their
company. We encounter a different one of these
characters every chapter, with each chapter forming an
hour in the life of the ancient city. We also get to spy on
the daily doings of notable Athenians through the eyes of
regular people as the city hovers on the brink of the
fateful war that will destroy its golden age.
During the course of a day we meet 24 Athenians from
all strata of society--from the slave to the politician, the
fishmonger to the philosopher, the soldier to the vase
painter--and get to know what the real Athens was like
by spending an hour in their company. We encounter a
different one of these characters--all from different walks
of life--every chapter, with each chapter forming an hour
in a day in the life of the ancient city. We also get to spy
on the daily doings of notable Athenians through the
eyes of regular people as the city hovers on the brink of
the fateful war that will destroy its golden age.
Denied citizenship by the Roman Empire, a soldier
named Alaric changed history by unleashing a surprise
attack on the capital city of an unjust empire. Stigmatized
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and relegated to the margins of Roman society, the
Goths were violent “barbarians” who destroyed
“civilization,” at least in the conventional story of
Rome’s collapse. But a slight shift of perspective brings
their history, and ours, shockingly alive. Alaric grew up
near the river border that separated Gothic territory from
Roman. He survived a border policy that separated
migrant children from their parents, and he was denied
benefits he likely expected from military service. Romans
were deeply conflicted over who should enjoy the
privileges of citizenship. They wanted to buttress their
global power, but were insecure about Roman identity;
they depended on foreign goods, but scoffed at and
denied foreigners their own voices and humanity. In stark
contrast to the rising bigotry, intolerance, and zealotry
among Romans during Alaric’s lifetime, the Goths, as
practicing Christians, valued religious pluralism and
tolerance. The marginalized Goths, marked by history as
frightening harbingers of destruction and of the Dark
Ages, preserved virtues of the ancient world that we take
for granted. The three nights of riots Alaric and the Goths
brought to the capital struck fear into the hearts of the
powerful, but the riots were not without cause.
Combining vivid storytelling and historical analysis,
Douglas Boin reveals the Goths’ complex and
fascinating legacy in shaping our world.
An investigation of the America-Rome analogy that goes
deeper than the facile comparisons made on talk shows
and in glossy magazine articles. America's post–Cold
War strategic dominance and its pre-recession affluence
inspired pundits to make celebratory comparisons to
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ancient Rome at its most powerful. Now, with America no
longer perceived as invulnerable, engaged in protracted
fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, and suffering the worst
economic downturn since the Great Depression,
comparisons are to the bloated, decadent, ineffectual
later Empire. In Why America Is Not a New Rome,
Vaclav Smil looks at these comparisons in detail, going
deeper than the facile analogy-making of talk shows and
glossy magazine articles. He finds profound differences.
Smil, a scientist and a lifelong student of Roman history,
focuses on several fundamental concerns: the very
meaning of empire; the actual extent and nature of
Roman and American power; the role of knowledge and
innovation; and demographic and economic
basics—population dynamics, illness, death, wealth, and
misery. America is not a latter-day Rome, Smil finds, and
we need to understand this in order to look ahead
without the burden of counterproductive analogies.
Superficial similarities do not imply long-term political,
demographic, or economic outcomes identical to
Rome's.
Although much has changed in the United States since
the eighteenth century, our framework for gun laws still
largely relies on the Second Amendment and the
patterns that emerged in the colonial era. America has
long been a heavily armed, and racially divided, society,
yet few citizens understand either why militias appealed
to the founding fathers or the role that militias played in
North American rebellions, in which they often functioned
as repressive—and racist—domestic forces. In Armed
Citizens, Noah Shusterman explains for a general reader
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what eighteenth-century militias were and why the
authors of the Constitution believed them to be
necessary to the security of a free state. Suggesting that
the question was never whether there was a right to bear
arms, but rather, who had the right to bear arms,
Shusterman begins with the lessons that the founding
generation took from the history of Ancient Rome and
Machiavelli’s reinterpretation of those myths during the
Renaissance. He then turns to the rise of France’s
professional army during seventeenth-century Europe
and the fear that it inspired in England. Shusterman
shows how this fear led British writers to begin praising
citizens’ militias, at the same time that colonial America
had come to rely on those militias as a means of defense
and as a system to police enslaved peoples. Thus the
start of the Revolution allowed Americans to portray their
struggle as a war of citizens against professional
soldiers, leading the authors of the Constitution to place
their trust in citizen soldiers and a "well-regulated militia,"
an idea that persists to this day.
Rome was the largest city in the ancient world. As the
capital of the Roman Empire, it was clearly an
exceptional city in terms of size, diversity and complexity.
While the Colosseum, imperial palaces and Pantheon
are among its most famous features, this volume
explores Rome primarily as a city in which many
thousands of men and women were born, lived and died.
The thirty-one chapters by leading historians, classicists
and archaeologists discuss issues ranging from the
monuments and the games to the food and water supply,
from policing and riots to domestic housing, from death
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and disease to pagan cults and the impact of
Christianity. Richly illustrated, the volume introduces
groundbreaking new research against the background of
current debates and is designed as a readable survey
accessible in particular to undergraduates and nonspecialists.
Drawing on new archaeological evidence, an
authoritative history of Rome’s Great Fire—and how it
inflicted lasting harm on the Roman Empire According to
legend, the Roman emperor Nero set fire to his majestic
imperial capital on the night of July 19, AD 64 and fiddled
while the city burned. It’s a story that has been told for
more than two millennia—and it’s likely that almost none
of it is true. In Rome Is Burning, distinguished Roman
historian Anthony Barrett sets the record straight,
providing a comprehensive and authoritative account of
the Great Fire of Rome, its immediate aftermath, and its
damaging longterm consequences for the Roman world.
Drawing on remarkable new archaeological discoveries
and sifting through all the literary evidence, he tells what
is known about what actually happened—and argues that
the disaster was a turning point in Roman history, one
that ultimately led to the fall of Nero and the end of the
dynasty that began with Julius Caesar. Rome Is Burning
tells how the fire destroyed much of the city and threw
the population into panic. It describes how it also
destroyed Nero’s golden image and provoked a financial
crisis and currency devaluation that made a permanent
impact on the Roman economy. Most importantly, the
book surveys, and includes many photographs of, recent
archaeological evidence that shows visible traces of the
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fire’s destruction. Finally, the book describes the fire’s
continuing afterlife in literature, opera, ballet, and film. A
richly detailed and scrupulously factual narrative of an
event that has always been shrouded in myth, Rome Is
Burning promises to become the standard account of the
Great Fire of Rome for our time.
Brought vividly to life on screen, the myth of ancient Rome
resonates through modern popular culture. Projecting the
Past examines how the cinematic traditions of Hollywood and
Italy have resurrected ancient Rome to address the concerns
of the present. The book engages contemporary debates
about the nature of the classical tradition, definitions of
history, and the place of the past in historical film.
Describes the daily life of Romans of all classes, their
festivals, religious life, and family life.
The decadence and depravity of the ancient Romans are a
commonplace of serious history, popular novels and
spectacular films. This book is concerned not with the
question of how immoral the ancient Romans were but why
the literature they produced is so preoccupied with immorality.
The modern image of immoral Rome derives from ancient
accounts which are largely critical rather than celebratory.
Upper-class Romans habitually accused one another of the
most lurid sexual and sumptuary improprieties. Historians and
moralists lamented the vices of their contemporaries and
mourned for the virtues of a vanished age. Far from being
empty commonplaces these assertions constituted a powerful
discourse through which Romans negotiated conflicts and
tensions in their social and political order. This study
proceeds by a detailed examination of a wide range of
ancient texts (all of which are translated) exploring the
dynamics of their rhetoric, as well as the ends to which they
were deployed. Roman moralising discourse, the author
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suggests, may be seen as especially concerned with the
articulation of anxieties about gender, social status and
political power. Individual chapters focus on adultery,
effeminacy, the immorality of the Roman theatre, luxurious
buildings and the dangers of pleasure. This book should
appeal to students and scholars of classical literature and
ancient history. It will also attract anthropologists and social
and cultural historians.
A lone figure stands silhouetted atop the Mausoleum of
Hadrian. Behind him, the sun is setting over the centre of the
known world. Far below, the river is in full flood. The City of
Rome lies spread out before him on the far bank. Footsteps
pound up the stairs. He's been set up. An enemy is closing in;
he is cornered. He jumps. Bruised and battered, he crawls out
of the raging river. He is alone and unarmed, without money
or friends, trapped in a deadly conspiracy at the heart of the
Empire. The City Watch has orders to take him alive; other,
more sinister, forces want him dead. As the day dies, he
realises he has only 24 hours to expose the conspirators, and
save the leader of the world. If the Emperor dies, chaos and
violence will ensue. If the Emperor dies, every single person
he loves will die. He must run, bluff, hide and fight his way
across the Seven Hills. He must reach the Colosseum, and
the Emperor. He must make it to The Last Hour.
The murder of a world-famous physicist raises fears that the
Illuminati are operating again after centuries of silence, and
religion professor Robert Langdon is called in to assist with
the case.
Ancient Rome masterfully synthesizes the vast period from
the second millennium BCE to the sixth century CE, carrying
readers through the succession of fateful steps and agonizing
crises that marked Roman evolution from an early village
settlement to the capital of an extraordinary realm extending
from northern Britain to the deserts of Arabia. A host of worldPage 8/23
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famous figures come to life in these pages, including
Alexander the Great, Hannibal, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra,
Augustus, Livia, Cicero, Nero, Hadrian, Diocletian,
Constantine, Justinian, and Theodora. Filled with chilling
narratives of violence, lust, and political expediency, this book
not only describes empire-shaping political and military
events but also treats social and cultural developments as
integral to Roman history. William E. Dunstan highlights such
key topics as the physical environment, women, law, the roles
of slaves and freedmen, the plight of unprivileged free people,
the composition and power of the ruling class, education,
popular entertainment, food and clothing, marriage and
divorce, sex, death and burial, finance and trade, scientific
and medical achievements, religious institutions and
practices, and artistic and literary masterpieces. All readers
interested in the classical world will find this a fascinating and
compelling history.
The Historians of Ancient Rome is the most comprehensive
collection of ancient sources for Roman history available in a
single English volume. After a general introduction on Roman
historical writing, extensive passages from more than a dozen
Greek and Roman historians and biographers trace the
history of Rome over more than a thousand years: from the
city’s foundation by Romulus in 753 B.C.E. (Livy) to
Constantine’s edict of toleration for Christianity (313 C.E.)
Selections include many of the high points of Rome’s climb
to world domination: the defeat of Hannibal; the conquest of
Greece and the eastern Mediterranean; the defeat of the
Catilinarian conspirators; Caesar’s conquest of Gaul; Antony
and Cleopatra; the establishment of the Empire by Caesar
Augustus; and the "Roman Peace" under Hadrian and long
excepts from Tacitus record the horrors of the reigns of
Tiberius and Nero. The book is intended both for
undergraduate courses in Roman history and for the general
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reader interested in approaching the Romans through the
original historical sources. Hence, excerpts of Polybius, Livy,
and Tacitus are extensive enough to be read with pleasure as
an exciting narrative. Now in its third edition, changes to this
thoroughly revised volume include a new timeline,
translations of several key inscriptions such as the Twelve
Tables, and additional readings. This is a book which no
student of Roman history should be without.
This study of the Jewish community in third and fourth century
Rome addresses the question of interaction of Jews and nonJews in late antiquity through an analysis of Jewish, Pagan,
and early Christian archaeological, epigraphical, and literary
remains.

The elaborate and inventive slaughter of humans
and animals in the arena fed an insatiable desire for
violent spectacle among the Roman people. Donald
G. Kyle combines the words of ancient authors with
current scholarly research and cross-cultural
perspectives, as he explores * the origins and
historical development of the games * who the
victims were and why they were chosen * how the
Romans disposed of the thousands of resulting
corpses * the complex religious and ritual aspects of
institutionalised violence * the particularly savage
treatment given to defiant Christians. This lively and
original work provides compelling, sometimes
controversial, perspectives on the bloody
entertainments of ancient Rome, which continue to
fascinate us to this day.
Walk a day in a Roman's sandals. What was it like to
live in one of the ancient
world's most powerful and
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bustling cities - one that was eight times more
densely populated than modern day New York? In
this entertaining and enlightening guide, bestselling
historian Philip Matyszak introduces us to the people
who lived and worked there. In each hour of the day
we meet a new character - from emperor to slave
girl, gladiator to astrologer, medicine woman to waterclock maker - and discover the fascinating details of
their daily lives.
24 Hours in Ancient RomeA Day in the Life of the
People Who Lived ThereMichael O'Mara Books
Library Friendly Edition of original- A spoof travel
guide written with time-travellers in mind, this
humourous book introduces young readers to all
aspects of Ancient Rome, from how they farmed and
what they ate to their gods and how they
worshipped.
A fast-paced historical novel about two women with
the power to sway an empire, from the New York
Times and USA Today bestselling author of The
Alice Network and The Rose Code. A.D. 69. The
Roman Empire is up for the taking. Everything will
change—especially the lives of two sisters with a very
personal stake in the outcome. Elegant and
ambitious, Cornelia embodies the essence of the
perfect Roman wife. She lives to one day see her
loyal husband as Emperor. Her sister Marcella is
more aloof, content to witness history rather than
make it. But when a bloody coup turns their world
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upside-down, both women must maneuver carefully
just to stay alive. As Cornelia tries to pick up the
pieces of her shattered dreams, Marcella discovers a
hidden talent for influencing the most powerful men
in Rome. In the end, though, there can only be one
Emperor...and one Empress.
A lighthearted reference to "visiting" ancient Rome
identifies the period's top accommodations,
activities, and things to avoid, in a reference that
profiles a sea journey to Italy, a tour of the famous
seven hills of Rome, and the opulence of an imperial
Palatine Hill palace.
"Matyszak writes clearly and engagingly . . . nicely
produced, with ample maps and illustrations."
—Classical Outlook This engrossing book looks at the
growth and eventual demise of Rome from the
viewpoint of the peoples who fought against it. Here
is the reality behind such legends as Spartacus the
gladiator, as well as the thrilling tales of Hannibal,
the great Boudicca, the rebel leader and Mithridates,
the connoisseur of poisons, among many others.
Some enemies of Rome were noble heroes and
others were murderous villains, but each has a
unique and fascinating story.
An insider's guide: how to join the Roman legions,
wield a gladius, storm cities, and conquer the world
Your emperor needs you for the Roman army! The
year is AD 100 and Rome stands supreme and
unconquerable from the desert sands of
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Mesopotamia to the misty highlands of Caledonia.
Yet the might of Rome rests completely on the
armored shoulders of the legionaries who hold back
the barbarian hordes and push forward the frontiers
of empire. This carefully researched yet
entertainingly nonacademic book tells you how to
join the Roman legions, the best places to serve,
and how to keep your armor from getting rusty.
Learn to march under the eagles of Rome, from
training, campaigns, and battle to the glory of a
Roman Triumph and retirement with a pension plan.
Every aspect of army life is discussed, from drill to
diet, with handy tips on topics such as how to select
the best boots or how to avoid being skewered by
enemy spears. Combining the latest archaeological
discoveries with the written records of those who
actually saw the Roman legions in action, this book
provides a vivid picture of what it meant to be a
Roman legionary.
The essential self-help guide to living in Ancient
Rome, covering all areas of everyday life in this
ancient civilization, from religious beliefs and travel
through to what to wear. Imagine you were
transported back in time to Ancient Rome and you
had to start a new life there. How would you fit in?
Where would you live? What would you eat? Where
would you go to have your hair done? Who would
you go to if you got ill, or if you were mugged in the
street? All these questions, and many more, will be
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answered in this new how-to guide for time travelers.
Part self-help guide, part survival guide, this lively
and engaging book will help the reader deal with the
many problems and new experiences that they will
face, and also help them to thrive in this strange new
environment.
This book defines the processes used for delivering
a range of food items to the city of Rome and its
hinterland from the first century AD using modern
supply chain modelling techniques. The subject
matter delves into the wider supply of goods, such
as wood and building products, to add further
perspective to the breadth of the system managed
by the Roman administration to ensure supply and
political stability. It assesses the impact of strategic
changes such as the introduction of water-powered
milling technology and restructuring of the annona in
this period, as well as administrative reforms.
Evidence from ancient sources, both literary and
epigraphic, along with relevant archaeological
comparative evidence is used to develop a detailed
supply model, including the mapping of warehouse
management systems; port and river traffic coordination; quality control mechanisms and
administrative structures. Unlike other contemporary
studies, this model takes into consideration supply
chain losses to correct the erroneous assumption
that supply is equal to consumption. A product flow
map from the source of supply to the consumer
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details the labour, equipment and infrastructure
required at each stage, painting a graphic picture of
just what an achievement it was for the
administration to have maintained such a complex
system over this long time period. Food Provisions
for Ancient Rome provides an in depth exploration of
this topic that will be of interest to anyone working on
the city of Rome under the empire, as well as those
interested in imperial administration and logistics.
An entertaining and informative look at the unique
culture of crime, punishment, and killing in Ancient
Rome In Ancient Rome, all the best stories have one
thing in common—murder. Romulus killed Remus to
found the city, Caesar was assassinated to save the
Republic. Caligula was butchered in the theater,
Claudius was poisoned at dinner, and Galba was
beheaded in the Forum. In one 50-year period, 26
emperors were murdered. But what did killing mean
in a city where gladiators fought to the death to sate
a crowd? In A Fatal Thing Happened on the Way to
the Forum, Emma Southon examines a trove of reallife homicides from Roman history to explore Roman
culture, including how perpetrator, victim, and the act
itself were regarded by ordinary people. Inside
Ancient Rome's darkly fascinating history, we see
how the Romans viewed life, death, and what it
means to be human.
New York Times Bestseller A New York Times
Notable Book Named one of the Best Books of the
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Year by the Wall Street Journal, the Economist,
Foreign Affairs, and Kirkus Reviews Finalist for the
National Book Critics Circle Award (Nonfiction)
Shortlisted for the Cundill Prize in Historical
Literature Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book
Prize (History) A San Francisco Chronicle Holiday
Gift Guide Selection A New York Times Book
Review Editors’ Choice Selection A sweeping,
"magisterial" history of the Roman Empire from one
of our foremost classicists shows why Rome remains
"relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic).
In SPQR, an instant classic, Mary Beard narrates the
history of Rome "with passion and without technical
jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby
Iron Age village" rose to become the "undisputed
hegemon of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street
Journal). Hailed by critics as animating "the grand
sweep and the intimate details that bring the distant
past vividly to life" (Economist) in a way that makes
"your hair stand on end" (Christian Science Monitor)
and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this
"highly informative, highly readable" (Dallas Morning
News) work examines not just how we think of
ancient Rome but challenges the comfortable
historical perspectives that have existed for
centuries. With its nuanced attention to class,
democratic struggles, and the lives of entire groups
of people omitted from the historical narrative for
centuries, SPQR will to shape our view of Roman
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history for decades to come.
Experience a remarkable year among the real
people of ancient Greece, as they prepare for the
most important event in their calendar. It is 248 BC,
the year of the 133rd Olympic Games. At this time
the Hellenistic world is at its peak, with Greek
settlements spread across the Middle East, Egypt
and Spain. As ever, the world is politically troubled,
with Rome locked in a war with Carthage and a
major conflict brewing between Egypt and Syria.
However, ordinary people are still preoccupied with
the crops, household affairs - and in some cases,
with winning an Olympic crown. Starting at the
autumn equinox, in this imagined account of a year
in the life of eight fascinating characters, Philip
Matyszak reveals what life was really like at this
time. Rather than focusing on the kings and generals
from the histories of Thucydides and Polybius, we
are invited into the homes of ordinary Greek citizens.
From the diplomat who is using the Games as a
cover to engage in political skulduggery to the
sprinter who dreams of glory, A Year in the Life of
Ancient Greece takes us through a dramatic twelve
months to reveal the opportunities and the perils of
everyday life during this period.
This cultural history of Ancient Sparta chronicles the
rise of its legendary military power and offers
revealing insight into the people behind the myths.
The Spartans of ancient Greece are typically
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portrayed as macho heroes: noble, laconic, totally
fearless, and impervious to pain. And indeed, they
often lived up to this image. But life was not as
simple as this image suggests. In truth, ancient
Sparta was a city of contrasts. We might admire their
physical toughness, but Spartans also systematically
abused their children. They gave rights to female
citizens that were unmatched in Europe until the
modern era, meanwhile subjecting their conquered
subject peoples to a murderous reign of terror.
Though idealized by the Athenian contemporaries of
Socrates, Sparta was almost devoid of intellectual
achievement. In this revealing history of Spartan
society, Philip Matyszak chronicles the rise of the
city from a Peloponnesian village to the military
superpower of Greece. Above all, Matyszak
investigates the role of the Spartan hoplite, the
archetypal Greek warrior who was feared throughout
Greece in his own day and has since become a
legend. The reader is shown the man behind the
myth; who he was, who he thought he was, and the
environment which produced him.
'I hope my passion for Rome's past has not impaired
my judgement; for I do honestly believe that no
country has ever been greater or purer than ours or
richer in good citizens and noble deeds' Livy
dedicated most of his life to writing some 142
volumes of history, the first five of which comprise
The Early History of Rome. With stylistic brilliance,
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he chronicles nearly 400 years from the founding of
Rome to the Gallic invasion in 386 BC, an era that
witnessed the establishment of the Republic, unrest
and brutal conflict. Bringing compelling characters to
life, and re-presenting familiar tales - including the
tragedy of Coriolanus and the story of Romulus and
Remus - The Early History is a truly epic work, and a
passionate warning that a nation should learn from
its history. Translated by Aubrey DE Sélincourt with
an Introduction by R. M. Ogilvie and a Preface by S.
P. Oakley
An entertaining and intriguing account of sex in
Rome and the exploits of some of Rome’s
celebrated exponents of sexual permissiveness and
perversion
A fascinating new sticker book full of scenes from
Ancient Roman times to fill with stickers. Ages: 4-8 From
gladiators fighting in the Colosseum, a bustling Roman
army camp filled with soldiers, an extravagant banquet in
a senator's house, to domestic scenes of Romans going
about their daily business, this book will not only
entertain, but educate too. Ages: 4-8
As this book intriguingly explores, for those who would
make Rome great again and their victims, ideas of
Roman decline and renewal have had a long and violent
history. The decline of Rome has been a constant source
of discussion for more than 2200 years. Everyone from
American journalists in the twenty-first century AD to
Roman politicians at the turn of the third century BC
have used it as a tool to illustrate the negative
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consequences of changes in their world. Because
Roman history is so long, it provides a buffet of readymade stories of decline that can help develop the context
around any snapshot. And Rome did, in fact, decline
and, eventually, fall. An empire that once controlled all or
part of more than 40 modern European, Asian, and
African countries no longer exists. Roman prophets of
decline were, ultimately, proven correct-a fact that makes
their modern invocations all the more powerful. If it
happened then, it could happen now. The Eternal
Decline and Fall of Rome tells the stories of the people
who built their political and literary careers around
promises of Roman renewal as well as those of the
victims they blamed for causing Rome's decline. Each
chapter offers the historical context necessary to
understand a moment or a series of moments in which
Romans, aspiring Romans, and non--Romans used
ideas of Roman decline and restoration to seize power
and remake the world around them. The story begins
during the Roman Republic just after 200 BC. It
proceeds through the empire of Augustus and his
successors, traces the Roman loss of much of western
Europe in the fifth century AD, and then follows Roman
history as it runs through the Eastern Roman Empire
(Byzantium) until its fall in 1453. The final two chapters
look at ideas of Roman decline and renewal from the
fifteenth century until today. If Rome illustrates the
profound danger of the rhetoric of decline, it also
demonstrates the rehabilitative potential of a rhetoric that
focuses on collaborative restoration, a lesson of great
relevance to our world today.
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Rome is an empire with a bad reputation. From its brutal
games to its depraved emperors, its violent mobs to its
ruthless wars, its name resounds down the centuries like
a scream in an alley. But was it as bad as all that? Join
the historian Jerry Toner on a detective's hunt to
discover the extent of Rome's crimes. From the sexual
peccadillos of Tiberius and Nero to the chances of
getting burgled if you left your apartment unguarded
(pretty high, especially if the walls were thin enough to
knock through) he leaves no stone unturned in his quest
to bring the Eternal City to book. Meet a gallery of
villains, high and low. Discover the problems that most
exercised its long-suffering citizens. Explore the
temptations of excess and find out what desperation can
make a pleb do. What do we see when we look at
Rome? A hideous vision of ancient corruption - or a
reflection of our own troubled age?
From the bestselling author of Fatherland and Pompeii,
comes the first novel of a trilogy about the struggle for
power in ancient Rome. In his “most accomplished work
to date” (Los Angeles Times), master of historical fiction
Robert Harris lures readers back in time to the
compelling life of Roman Senator Marcus Cicero. The recreation of a vanished biography written by his
household slave and righthand man, Tiro, Imperium
follows Cicero’s extraordinary struggle to attain supreme
power in Rome. On a cold November morning, Tiro
opens the door to find a terrified, bedraggled stranger
begging for help. Once a Sicilian aristocrat, the man was
robbed by the corrupt Roman governor, Verres, who is
now trying to convict him under false pretenses and
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sentence him to a violent death. The man claims that
only the great senator Marcus Cicero, one of Rome’s
most ambitious lawyers and spellbinding orators, can
bring him justice in a crooked society manipulated by the
villainous governor. But for Cicero, it is a chance to prove
himself worthy of absolute power. What follows is one of
the most gripping courtroom dramas in history, and the
beginning of a quest for political glory by a man who
fought his way to the top using only his voice—defeating
the most daunting figures in Roman history.
This voyage of exploration chronicles twenty-four hours
in the life of a Roman patrician, beginning at dawn on an
ordinary day in the year 115 A.D., with Imperial Rome at
the height of its power.
Author and historian Tom Holland returns to his roots in
Roman history and the audience he cultivated with
Rubicon—his masterful, witty, brilliantly researched
popular history of the fall of the Roman republic—with
Dynasty, a luridly fascinating history of the reign of the
first five Roman emperors. Dynasty continues Rubicon's
story, opening where that book ended: with the murder of
Julius Caesar. This is the period of the first and perhaps
greatest Roman Emperors and it's a colorful story of rule
and ruination, running from the rise of Augustus through
to the death of Nero. Holland's expansive history also
has distinct shades of I Claudius, with five wonderfully
vivid (and in three cases, thoroughly depraved)
Emperors—Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and
Nero—featured, along with numerous fascinating
secondary characters. Intrigue, murder, naked ambition
and treachery, greed, gluttony, lust, incest, pageantry,
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decadence—the tale of these five Caesars continues to
cast a mesmerizing spell across the millennia.
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