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A Hacker Manifesto Mckenzie Wark
McKenzie Wark invents a new genre for another gender: not a memoir but an
auto-ethnography of the opacity of the self. Another genre for another gender.
What if you were trans and didn't know it? What if there were some hole in your
life and you didn't even know it was there? What if you went through life not
knowing why you only felt at home in your body at peak moments of drugs and
sex? What if you expended your days avoiding an absence, a hole in being?
Reverse Cowgirl is not exactly a memoir. The author doesn't, in the end, have
any answers as to who she really is or was, although maybe she figures out what
she could become. Traveling from Sydney in the 1980s to New York today,
Reverse Cowgirl is a comedy of errors, chronicling the author's failed attempts at
being gay and at being straight across the shifting political and media landscapes
of the late twentieth century. Finding that the established narratives of being
transgender don't seem to apply to her, Wark borrows from the genres of
autofiction, fictocriticism, and new narrative to create a writing practice that can
discover the form of a life outside existing accounts of trans experience: an autoethnography of the opacity of the self.
Brings to light the critical role of noise and error in the creative potential of digital
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culture
Armed with only a notebook and a handheld global positioning device, Wark
tracks the secret passage free time and free thought through the spaces of an
everyday life.
With the rollback of net neutrality, platform cooperativism becomes even more
pressing: In one volume, some of the most cogent thinkers and doers on the
subject of the cooptation of the Internet, and how we can resist and reverse the
process.
Digital Labor calls on the reader to examine the shifting sites of labor markets to
the Internet through the lens of their political, technological, and historical
making. Internet users currently create most of the content that makes up the
web: they search, link, tweet, and post updates—leaving their "deep" data
exposed. Meanwhile, governments listen in, and big corporations track, analyze,
and predict users' interests and habits. This unique collection of essays provides
a wide-ranging account of the dark side of the Internet. It claims that the divide
between leisure time and work has vanished so that every aspect of life drives
the digital economy. The book reveals the anatomy of playbor (play/labor), the
lure of exploitation and the potential for empowerment. Ultimately, the 14 thoughtprovoking chapters in this volume ask how users can politicize their troubled
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complicity, create public alternatives to the centralized social web, and thrive
online. Contributors: Mark Andrejevic, Ayhan Aytes, Michel Bauwens, Jonathan
Beller, Patricia Ticineto Clough, Sean Cubitt, Jodi Dean, Abigail De Kosnik,
Julian Dibbell, Christian Fuchs, Lisa Nakamura, Andrew Ross, Ned Rossiter,
Trebor Scholz, Tizania Terranova, McKenzie Wark, and Soenke Zehle
Why work harder than you have to? One manager kept his senior execs happy
by secretly hacking into the company's database to give them the reports they
needed in one third of the time. Hacking is a powerful solution to every stupid
procedure, tool, rule, and process we are forced to endure at the office.
Benevolent hackers are saving business from itself. It would be so much easier
to do great work if not for lingering bureaucracies, outdated technologies, and
deeply irrational rules and procedures. These things are killing us. Frustrating?
Hell, yes. But take heart-there's an army of heroes coming to the rescue. Today's
top performers are taking matters into their own hands: bypassing sacred
structures, using forbidden tools, and ignoring silly corporate edicts. In other
words, they are hacking work to increase their efficiency and job satisfaction.
Consultant Bill Jensen teamed up with hacker Josh Klein to expose the cheat
codes that enable people to work smarter instead of harder. Once employees
learn how to hack their work, they accomplish more in less time. They cut
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through red tape and circumvent stupid rules. For instance, Elizabeth's bosses
wouldn't sign off on her plan to improve customer service. So she made
videotapes of customers complaining about what needed fixing and posted them
on YouTube. Within days, public outcry forced senior management to reverse its
decision. Hacking Work reveals powerful technological and social hacks and
shows readers how to apply them to sidestep bureaucratic boundaries and
busywork. It's about making the system work for you, not the other way around,
so you can take control of your workload, increase your productivity, and help
your company succeed-in spite of itself.
A double is haunting the world--the double of abstraction, the virtual reality of
information, programming or poetry, math or music, curves or colorings upon
which the fortunes of states and armies, companies and communities now
depend. The bold aim of this book is to make manifest the origins, purpose, and
interests of the emerging class responsible for making this new world--for
producing the new concepts, new perceptions, and new sensations out of the
stuff of raw data. "A Hacker Manifesto" deftly defines the fraught territory
between the ever more strident demands by drug and media companies for
protection of their patents and copyrights and the pervasive popular culture of file
sharing and pirating. This vexed ground, the realm of so-called "intellectual
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property," gives rise to a whole new kind of class conflict, one that pits the
creators of information--the hacker class of researchers and authors, artists and
biologists, chemists and musicians, philosophers and programmers--against a
possessing class who would monopolize what the hacker produces. Drawing in
equal measure on Guy Debord and Gilles Deleuze, "A Hacker Manifesto" offers a
systematic restatement of Marxist thought for the age of cyberspace and
globalization. In the widespread revolt against commodified information,
McKenzie Wark sees a utopian promise, beyond the property form, and a new
progressive class, the hacker class, who voice a shared interest in a new
information commons.
The network has become the core organizational structure for postmodern
politics, culture, and life, replacing the modern era’s hierarchical systems. From
peer-to-peer file sharing and massive multiplayer online games to contagion
vectors of digital or biological viruses and global affiliations of terrorist
organizations, the network form has become so invasive that nearly every aspect
of contemporary society can be located within it. Borrowing their title from the
hacker term for a program that takes advantage of a flaw in a network system,
Alexander R. Galloway and Eugene Thacker challenge the widespread
assumption that networks are inherently egalitarian. Instead, they contend that
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there exist new modes of control entirely native to networks, modes that are at
once highly centralized and dispersed, corporate and subversive. In this
provocative book-length essay, Galloway and Thacker argue that a whole new
topology must be invented to resist and reshape the network form, one that is as
asymmetrical in relationship to networks as the network is in relation to hierarchy.
Over fifty years after the Situationist International appeared, its legacy continues to
inspire activists, artists and theorists around the world. Such a legend has accrued to
this movement that the story of the SI now demands to be told in a contemporary voice
capable of putting it into the context of twenty-first-century struggles. McKenzie Wark
delves into the Situationists’ unacknowledged diversity, revealing a world as rich in
practice as it is in theory. Tracing the group’s development from the bohemian Paris of
the ’50s to the explosive days of May ’68, Wark’s take on the Situationists is
biographically and historically rich, presenting the group as an ensemble creation,
rather than the brainchild and dominion of its most famous member, Guy Debord.
Roaming through Europe and the lives of those who made up the movement – including
Constant, Asger Jorn, Michèle Bernstein, Alex Trocchi and Jacqueline De Jong – Wark
uncovers an international movement riven with conflicting passions. Accessible to those
who have only just discovered the Situationists and filled with new insights, The Beach
Beneath the Street rereads the group’s history in the light of our contemporary
experience of communications, architecture, and everyday life. The Situationists tried to
Page 6/27

Download Ebook A Hacker Manifesto Mckenzie Wark
escape the world of twentieth-century spectacle and failed in the attempt. Wark argues
that they may still help us to escape the twenty-first century, while we still can.
McKenzie Wark combines an autobiographical account of her relationship with Kathy
Acker with her transgender reading of Acker's writing to outline Acker's philosophy of
embodiment and its importance for theorizing the trans experience.
"This volume traces the dynamic first years of the Situationist International movement a cultural avant-garde that continues to inspire new generations of artists, theorists, and
writers more than half a century later. Debord's letters - published here for the first time
in English - provide a fascinating insider's view of just how this seemingly disorganized
group drifting around a newly consumerized Paris became one of the most defining
cultural movements of the twentieth century. Circumstances, personalities, and
ambitions all come into play as the group develops its strategy of anarchic, conceptual,
but highly political "intervention."
From the antiquity of Homer to yesterday's Naked Lunch, writers have found
inspiration, and readers have lost themselves, in a world of the imagination tinged and
oftentimes transformed by drugs. The age-old association of literature and drugs
receives its first comprehensive treatment in this far-reaching work. Drawing on history,
science, biography, literary analysis, and ethnography, Marcus Boon shows that the
concept of drugs is fundamentally interdisciplinary, and reveals how different sets of
connections between disciplines configure each drug's unique history. In chapters on
Page 7/27

Download Ebook A Hacker Manifesto Mckenzie Wark
opiates, anesthetics, cannabis, stimulants, and psychedelics, Boon traces the history of
the relationship between writers and specific drugs, and between these drugs and
literary and philosophical traditions. With reference to the usual suspects from De
Quincey to Freud to Irvine Welsh and with revelations about others such as Milton,
Voltaire, Thoreau, and Sartre, The Road of Excess provides a novel and persuasive
characterization of the "effects" of each class of drug--linking narcotic addiction to
Gnostic spirituality, stimulant use to writing machines, anesthesia to transcendental
philosophy, and psychedelics to the problem of the imaginary itself. Creating a vast
network of texts, personalities, and chemicals, the book reveals the ways in which
minute shifts among these elements have resulted in "drugs" and "literature" as we
conceive of them today.
Ever get the feeling that life's a game with changing rules and no clear sides? Welcome
to gamespace, the world in which we live. Where others argue obsessively over
violence in games, Wark contends that digital computer games are our society's
emergent cultural form, a utopian version of the world as it is. Gamer Theory uncovers
the significance of games in the gap between the near-perfection of actual games and
the imperfect gamespace of everyday life in the rat race of free-market society.
In The World Computer Jonathan Beller forcefully demonstrates that the history of
commodification generates information itself. Out of the omnipresent calculus imposed
by commodification, information emerges historically as a new money form.
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Investigating its subsequent financialization of daily life and colonization of semiotics,
Beller situates the development of myriad systems for quantifying the value of people,
objects, and affects as endemic to racial capitalism and computation. Built on
oppression and genocide, capital and its technical result as computation manifest as
racial formations, as do the machines and software of social mediation that feed racial
capitalism and run on social difference. Algorithms, derived from for-profit management
strategies, conscript all forms of expression—language, image, music,
communication—into the calculus of capital such that even protest may turn a profit.
Computational media function for the purpose of extraction rather than ameliorating
global crises, and financialize every expressive act, converting each utterance into a
wager. Repairing this ecology of exploitation, Beller contends, requires decolonizing
information and money, and the scripting of futures wagered by the cultural legacies
and claims of those in struggle.
In Zero Comments, internationally renowned media theorist and 'net critic' Geert Lovink
revitalizes worn out concepts about the Internet and interrogates the latest hype
surrounding blogs and social network sites. In this third volume of his studies into
critical Internet culture, following the influential Dark Fiber and My First Recession,
Lovink develops a 'general theory of blogging.' He unpacks the ways that blogs exhibit
a 'nihilist impulse' to empty out established meaning structures. Blogs, Lovink argues,
are bringing about the decay of traditional broadcast media, and they are driven by an
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in-crowd dynamic in which social ranking is a primary concern. The lowest rung of the
new Internet hierarchy are those blogs and sites that receive no user feedback or 'zero
comments'. Zero Comments also explores other important changes to Internet culture,
as well, including the silent globalization of the Net in which the West is no longer the
main influence behind new media culture, as countries like India, China and Brazil
expand their influence and looks forward to speculate on the Net impact of organized
networks, free cooperation and distributed aesthetics.
Always connect—that is the imperative of today’s media. But what about those
moments when media cease to function properly, when messages go beyond the
sender and receiver to become excluded from the world of communication itself—those
messages that state: “There will be no more messages”? In this book, Alexander R.
Galloway, Eugene Thacker, and McKenzie Wark turn our usual understanding of media
and mediation on its head by arguing that these moments reveal the ways the
impossibility of communication is integral to communication itself—instances they call
excommunication. In three linked essays, Excommunication pursues this elusive topic
by looking at mediation in the face of banishment, exclusion, and heresy, and by
contemplating the possibilities of communication with the great beyond. First, Galloway
proposes an original theory of mediation based on classical literature and philosophy,
using Hermes, Iris, and the Furies to map out three of the most prevalent modes of
mediation today—mediation as exchange, as illumination, and as network. Then,
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Thacker goes boldly beyond Galloway’s classification scheme by examining the
concept of excommunication through the secret link between the modern horror genre
and medieval mysticism. Charting a trajectory of examples from H. P. Lovecraft to
Meister Eckhart, Thacker explores those instances when one communicates or
connects with the inaccessible, dubbing such modes of mediation “haunted” or “weird”
to underscore their inaccessibility. Finally, Wark evokes the poetics of the infuriated
swarm as a queer politics of heresy that deviates from both media theory and the
traditional left. He posits a critical theory that celebrates heresy and that is distinct from
those that now venerate Saint Paul. Reexamining commonplace definitions of media,
mediation, and communication, Excommunication offers a glimpse into the realm of the
nonhuman to find a theory of mediation adequate to our present condition.

Written by the pioneering scientist, theorist and activist J. D. Bernal, this futuristic
essay explores the radical changes to human bodies and intelligence that
science may bring about, and suggests the impact of these developments on
society. Bernal presents a far-reaching vision of the future that encompasses
space research and colonization, material sciences, genetic engineering, and the
technological hive mind. In his view, it will be possible for the conditions of
civilization to reach a state of materialist utopia. For all three realms—the world,
the flesh, and the devil—Bernal attempted to map out the utmost limit of
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technoscientific progress, and found that there are almost no limits. With a new
introduction by McKenzie Wark.
A guide to the thinkers and the ideas that will shape the future What happened to
the public intellectuals that used to challenge and inform us? Who is the Sartre or
De Beauvoir of the internet age? General Intellects argues that we no longer
have such singular figures, but we do have general intellects whose writing could,
if read together, explain our times. Covering topics such as culture, politics, work,
technology, and the Anthropocene, each chapter is a concise account of an
individual thinker, providing useful context and connections to the work of the
others. McKenzie Wark’s distinctive readings are appreciations, but are also
critical of how neoliberal universities militate against cooperative intellectual work
to understand and change the world. The thinkers included are Amy Wendling,
Kojin Karatani, Paolo Virno, Yann Moulier Boutang, Maurizio Lazzarato, Franco
“Bifo” Berardi, Angela McRobbie, Paul Gilroy, Slavoj Žižek, Jodi Dean, Chantal
Mouffe, Wendy Brown, Judith Butler, Azumo Hiroki, Paul B. Préciado, Wendy
Chun, Timothy Morton, Quentin Meillassoux, Isabelle Stengers, and Donna
Haraway.
A comprehensive collection of feminist manifestos, chronicling rage and dreams
from the nineteenth century to the present day A landmark collection spanning
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two centuries and four waves of feminist activism and writing, Burn It Down! is a
testament to what is possible when women are driven to the edge. The
manifesto—raging, demanding, quarreling and provocative—has always been
central to feminism, and it’s the angry, brash feminism we need now. Collecting
over seventy-five manifestos from around the world, Burn It Down! is a rallying
cry and a call to action. Among this confrontational sisterhood, you’ll find the
Dyke Manifesto by the Lesbian Avengers, The Ax Tampax Poem Feministo by
the Bloodsisters Project, The Manifesto of Apocalyptic Witchcraft by Peter Grey,
Simone de Beauvoir’s pro-abortion Manifesto of the 343, Double Jeopardy: To
Be Black and Female by Frances M. Beal, and many more. Feminist academic
and writer Breanne Fahs argues that we need manifestos in all their urgent
rawness, for it is at the bleeding edge of rage and defiance that new ideas are
born.
This book provides a long-overdue account of online technology and its impact
on the work and lifestyles of professional employees. It moves between the
offices and homes of workers in the knew "knowledge" economy to provide
intimate insight into the personal, family, and wider social tensions emerging in
today’s rapidly changing work environment. Drawing on her extensive research,
Gregg shows that new media technologies encourage and exacerbate an older
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tendency among salaried professionals to put work at the heart of daily concerns,
often at the expense of other sources of intimacy and fulfillment. New media
technologies from mobile phones to laptops and tablet computers, have been
marketed as devices that give us the freedom to work where we want, when we
want, but little attention has been paid to the consequences of this shift, which
has seen work move out of the office and into cafés, trains, living rooms, dining
rooms, and bedrooms. This professional "presence bleed" leads to work
concerns impinging on the personal lives of employees in new and unforseen
ways. This groundbreaking book explores how aspiring and established
professionals each try to cope with the unprecedented intimacy of technologicallymediated work, and how its seductions seem poised to triumph over the few
remaining relationships that may stand in its way.
Explains how the demands of companies for protection of their patents and
copyrights and the culture of file sharing has given rise to a class conflict in which
creators of the information are lined up against a possessing class who
monopolize what the hackers produce.
Compiles the late philosopher's notes from a trip with a delegation to China
during the Cultural Revolution, describing the communities that embraced them,
his musings on Chinese culture, and visits to pre-screened sites selected for
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Western visitors.
A New York Times Best Art Book of 2020 A new manifesto for cyberfeminism:
finding liberation in the glitch between body, gender, and technology The divide
between the digital and the real world no longer exists. We are connected all the
time. How do we find out who we are in this digital era? Where do we create the
space to explore our identity? How can we come together in solidarity? A glitch is
normally thought of as an error, a faulty overlaying, but, as Legacy Russell
shows, liberation can be found within the fissures between gender, technology,
and the body. The glitch offers an opportunity for us to perform and transform
ourselves in an infinite variety of identities. In Glitch Feminism, Russell makes a
series of radical demands through memoir, art, and critical theory, as well as the
work of contemporary artists—including Juliana Huxtable, Sondra Perry, boychild,
Victoria Sin, and Kia LaBeija—who have travelled through the glitch in their work.
Timely and provocative, Glitch Feminism shows how error can lead to revolution.
Design, Politics, the Environment: a survey of the key thinkers and ideas that are
rebuilding the world in the shadow of the anthropocene As we face the
compounded crises of late capitalism, environmental catastrophe and
technological transformation, who are the thinkers and the ideas who will allow us
to understand the world we live in? McKenzie Wark surveys three areas at the
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cutting edge of current critical thinking: design, environment, technology and
introduces us to the thinking of nineteen major writers. Each chapter is a concise
account of an individual thinker, providing useful context and connections to the
work of the others. The authors include: Sianne Ngai, Kodwo Eshun, Lisa
Nakamura, Hito Steyerl, Yves Citton, Randy Martin, Jackie Wang, Anna
Lowenhaupt Tsing, Achille Mbembe, Deborah Danowich and Eduardo Viveiros
de Castro, Eyal Weizman, Cory Doctorow, Benjamin Bratton, Tiziana Terranova,
Keller Easterling, Jussi Parikka. Wark argues that we are too often told that
expertise is obtained by specialisation. Sensoria connects the themes and
arguments across intellectual silos. They explore the edges of disciplines to show
how we might know the world: through the study of culture, the different notions
of how we create such things, and the impact that the machines that we devise
have had upon us. The book is a vital and timely introduction to the future both as
a warning but also as a road map on how we might find our way out of the
current crisis.
"The author's capacity to grasp and interpret these [world media] events is
astounding, and her ability to provide insights into a world where unbounded
information is circling the earth with the speed of light is startling." -- Choice "... a
wide-ranging, quirky and dextrous mix of description, theory and analysis, that
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documents the perils of the global telecommunications network... " -- Times
Literary Supplement "... this is a stimulating, even moving, book, dense with
ideas and with many quotable lines." -- The New Statesman "Wark is one of the
most original and interesting cultural critics writing today." -- Lawrence Grossberg
McKenzie Wark writes about the experience of everyday life under the impact of
increasingly global media vectors. We no longer have roots, we have aerials. We
no longer have origins, we have terminals.
Following his acclaimed history of the Situationist International up until the late
sixties, The Beach Beneath the Street, McKenzie Wark returns with a companion
volume which puts the late work of the Situationists in a broader and deeper
context, charting their contemporary relevance and their deep critique of
modernity. Wark builds on their work to map the historical stages of the society of
the spectacle, from the diffuse to the integrated to what he calls the disintegrating
spectacle. The Spectacle of Disintegration takes the reader through the critique
of political aesthetics of former Situationist T.J. Clark, the Fourierist utopia of
Raoul Vaneigem, René Vienet’s earthy situationist cinema, Gianfranco
Sangunetti’s pranking of the Italian ruling class, Alice-Becker Ho’s account of
the anonymous language of the Romany, Guy Debord’s late films and his
surprising work as a game designer. At once an extraordinary counter history of
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radical praxis and a call to arms in the age of financial crisis and the resurgence
of the streets, The Spectacle of Disintegration recalls the hidden journeys taken
in the attempt to leave the twentieth century, and plots an exit from the twenty
first. The dustjacket unfolds to reveal a fold-out poster of the collaborative graphic
essay combining text selected by McKenzie Wark with composition and drawings
by Kevin C. Pyle.
Drawing on a lifetime of distinguished work in economic research and
policymaking, Andrew Kamarck details how his profession can more usefully
analyze and solve economic problems by changing its basic approach to
research. Kamarck contends that most economists today strive for a
mathematical precision in their work that neither stems from nor leads to an
accurate view of economic reality. He develops elegant critiques of key areas of
economic analysis based on appreciation of scientific method and knowledge of
the limitations of economic data. Concepts such as employment, market, and
money supply must be seen as loose, not exact. Measurement of national
income becomes highly problematic when taking into account such factors as the
so-called underground economy and currency differences. World trade analysis
is based on inconsistent and often inaccurate measurements. Subtle realities of
the individual, social, and political worlds render largely ineffective both largePage 18/27

Download Ebook A Hacker Manifesto Mckenzie Wark
scale macroeconomics models and micro models of the consumer and the firm.
Fashionable cost-benefit analysis must be recognized as inherently imprecise.
Capital and investment in developing countries tend to be measured in easy but
irrelevant ways. Kamarck concludes with a call for economists to involve
themselves in data collection, to insist on more accurate and reliable data
sources, to do analysis within the context of experience, and to take a realistic,
incremental approach to policymaking. Kamarck's concerns are shared by many
economists, and his eloquent presentation will be essential reading for his
colleagues and for those who make use of economic research.
The shocking untold story of the elite secret society of hackers fighting to protect
our privacy, our freedom -- even democracy itself Cult of the Dead Cow is the
tale of the oldest, most respected, and most famous American hacking group of
all time. Though until now it has remained mostly anonymous, its members
invented the concept of hacktivism, released the top tool for testing password
security, and created what was for years the best technique for controlling
computers from afar, forcing giant companies to work harder to protect
customers. They contributed to the development of Tor, the most important
privacy tool on the net, and helped build cyberweapons that advanced US
security without injuring anyone. With its origins in the earliest days of the
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Internet, the cDc is full of oddball characters -- activists, artists, even future
politicians. Many of these hackers have become top executives and advisors
walking the corridors of power in Washington and Silicon Valley. The most
famous is former Texas Congressman and current presidential candidate Beto
O'Rourke, whose time in the cDc set him up to found a tech business, launch an
alternative publication in El Paso, and make long-shot bets on unconventional
campaigns. Today, the group and its followers are battling electoral
misinformation, making personal data safer, and battling to keep technology a
force for good instead of for surveillance and oppression. Cult of the Dead Cow
shows how governments, corporations, and criminals came to hold immense
power over individuals and how we can fight back against them.
It's not capitalism, it's not neoliberalism - what if it's something worse? In this
radical and visionary new book, McKenzie Wark argues that information has
empowered a new kind of ruling class. Through the ownership and control of
information, this emergent class dominates not only labour but capital as
traditionally understood as well. And it’s not just tech companies like Amazon
and Google. Even Walmart and Nike can now dominate the entire production
chain through the ownership of not much more than brands, patents, copyrights,
and logistical systems. While techno-utopian apologists still celebrate these
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innovations as an improvement on capitalism, for workers—and the planet—it’s
worse. The new ruling class uses the powers of information to route around any
obstacle labor and social movements put up. So how do we find a way out?
Capital Is Dead offers not only the theoretical tools to analyze this new world, but
ways to change it. Drawing on the writings of a surprising range of classic and
contemporary theorists, Wark offers an illuminating overview of the contemporary
condition and the emerging class forces that control—and contest—it.
Where pregnancy is concerned, let every pregnancy be for everyone. Let us
overthrow, in short, the “family” The surrogacy industry is estimated to be worth
over $1 billion a year, and many of its surrogates around the world work in
terrible conditions—deception, wage-stealing and money skimming are rife;
adequate medical care is horrifyingly absent; and informed consent is
depressingly rare. In Full Surrogacy Now, Sophie Lewis brings a fresh and
unique perspective to the topic. Often, we think of surrogacy as the problem, but,
Full Surrogacy Now argues, we need more surrogacy, not less! Rather than
looking at surrogacy through a legal lens, Lewis argues that the needs and
protection of surrogates should be put front and center. Their relationship to the
babies they gestate must be rethought, as part of a move to recognize that
reproduction is productive work. Only then can we begin to break down our
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assumptions that children “belong” to those whose genetics they share. Taking
collective responsibility for children would radically transform our notions of
kinship, helping us to see that it always takes a village to make a baby.
In Douglas Lain's debut novel set during the turbulent year of 1968, Christopher
Robin Milne, the inspiration for his father's fictional creation, struggles to emerge
from a manufactured life, in a story of hope and transcendence. Billy Moon was
Christopher Robin Milne, the son of A. A. Milne, the world-famous author of
Winnie the Pooh and other beloved children's classics. Billy's life was no fairytale, though. Being the son of a famous author meant being ignored and even
mistreated by famous parents; he had to make his own way in the world, define
himself, and reconcile his self-image with the image of him known to millions of
children. A veteran of World War II, a husband and father, he is jolted out of
midlife ennui when a French college student revolutionary asks him to come to
the chaos of Paris in revolt. Against a backdrop of the apocalyptic student
protests and general strike that forced France to a standstill that spring, Milne's
new French friend is a wild card, able to experience alternate realities of the past
and present. Through him, Milne's life is illuminated and transformed, as are the
world-altering events of that year. In a time when the Occupy movement eerily
mirrors the political turbulence of 1968, this magic realist novel is an especially
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relevant and important book. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
The telegraph, telephone, and television, not to mention the Internet and mobile
telephony, are all forms of communication that move information faster than the
speed at which objects move. Both labor and capital and armies and
commodities once moved at the same speed as the information organizing them.
Over the last two centuries, social space has developed a strange folded quality,
where physical space comes more and more to be doubled by a space of the
movement of information. Telesthesia, or perception at a distance, comes
increasingly to characterize how we see and hear and know the world. How does
the evolution of different communication forms affect how we can perceive and
act? How can the underlying infrastructure of communication forms be detected
in the events of everyday life? These are the central questions animating this
book. McKenzie Wark first explores relations between metropolitan and
peripheral cultures – or postcolonial relations – with close attention to the texture
of events that can happen when perception is mediated. He then examines what
were once called postmodern experiences, and how relations of communication
create new kinds of class relations and experiences of everyday life, from 9/11 to
Occupy Wall Street.
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In the early 1960s, computers haunted the American popular imagination. Bleak tools of the
cold war, they embodied the rigid organization and mechanical conformity that made the
military-industrial complex possible. But by the 1990s—and the dawn of the Internet—computers
started to represent a very different kind of world: a collaborative and digital utopia modeled on
the communal ideals of the hippies who so vehemently rebelled against the cold war
establishment in the first place. From Counterculture to Cyberculture is the first book to explore
this extraordinary and ironic transformation. Fred Turner here traces the previously untold story
of a highly influential group of San Francisco Bay–area entrepreneurs: Stewart Brand and the
Whole Earth network. Between 1968 and 1998, via such familiar venues as the National Book
Award–winning Whole Earth Catalog, the computer conferencing system known as WELL,
and, ultimately, the launch of the wildly successful Wired magazine, Brand and his colleagues
brokered a long-running collaboration between San Francisco flower power and the emerging
technological hub of Silicon Valley. Thanks to their vision, counterculturalists and technologists
alike joined together to reimagine computers as tools for personal liberation, the building of
virtual and decidedly alternative communities, and the exploration of bold new social frontiers.
Shedding new light on how our networked culture came to be, this fascinating book reminds us
that the distance between the Grateful Dead and Google, between Ken Kesey and the
computer itself, is not as great as we might think.
A double is haunting the world—the double of abstraction, the virtual reality of information,
programming or poetry, math or music, curves or colorings upon which the fortunes of states
and armies, companies and communities now depend. The bold aim of this book is to make
manifest the origins, purpose, and interests of the emerging class responsible for making this
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new world—for producing the new concepts, new perceptions, and new sensations out of the
stuff of raw data. A Hacker Manifesto deftly defines the fraught territory between the ever more
strident demands by drug and media companies for protection of their patents and copyrights
and the pervasive popular culture of file sharing and pirating. This vexed ground, the realm of
so-called “intellectual property,” gives rise to a whole new kind of class conflict, one that pits
the creators of information—the hacker class of researchers and authors, artists and biologists,
chemists and musicians, philosophers and programmers—against a possessing class who
would monopolize what the hacker produces. Drawing in equal measure on Guy Debord and
Gilles Deleuze, A Hacker Manifesto offers a systematic restatement of Marxist thought for the
age of cyberspace and globalization. In the widespread revolt against commodified
information, McKenzie Wark sees a utopian promise, beyond the property form, and a new
progressive class, the hacker class, who voice a shared interest in a new information
commons.
An existential odyssey weaving together lived experience and theoretical insight, this startling
autobiographical hyperfiction surveys and dissects a world where everything connects and
global technological delirium is the norm. The mediascapes of late capitalism reconfigure erotic
responses and trigger primal aggression; under constant surveillance, we occupy simulations
of ourselves, private estates on a hyperconnected globe; fictions reprogram reality, memories
are rewritten by the future… Fleeing the excesses of 1990s cyberculture, a young researcher
sets out to systematically analyse the obsessively reiterated themes of a writer who prophesied
the disorienting future we now inhabit. The story of his failure is as disturbingly psychotropic as
those of his magus—J.G. Ballard, prophet of the post-postmodern, voluptuary of the car crash,
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surgeon of the pathological virtualities pulsing beneath the surface of reality. Plagued by
obsessive fears, defeated by the tedium of academia, yet still certain that everything connects
to Ballard, his academic thesis collapses into a series of delirious travelogues, deranged
speculations and tormented meditations on time, memory, and loss. Abandoning literary
interpretation and renouncing all scholarly distance, he finally accepts the deep assignment
that has run throughout his entire life, and embarks on a rogue fieldwork project: Applied
Ballardianism, a new discipline and a new ideal for living. Only the darkest impulses, the most
morbid obsessions, and the most apocalyptic paranoia can uncover the technological
mutations of inner space. An existential odyssey inextricably weaving together lived experience
and theoretical insight, this startling autobiographical hyperfiction surveys and dissects a world
where everything connects and global technological delirium is the norm—a world become
unmistakably Ballardian.
In Molecular Red, McKenzie Wark creates philosophical tools for the Anthropocene, our new
planetary epoch, in which human and natural forces are so entwined that the future of one
determines that of the other. Wark explores the implications of Anthropocene through the story
of two empires, the Soviet and then the American. The fall of the former prefigures that of the
latter. From the ruins of these mighty histories, Wark salvages ideas to help us picture what
kind of worlds collective labor might yet build. From the Russian revolution, Wark unearths the
work of Alexander Bogdanov—Lenin’s rival—as well as the great Proletkult writer and engineer
Andrey Platonov. The Soviet experiment emerges from the past as an allegory for the new
organizational challenges of our time. From deep within the Californian military-entertainment
complex, Wark retrieves Donna Haraway’s cyborg critique and science fiction writer Kim
Page 26/27

Download Ebook A Hacker Manifesto Mckenzie Wark
Stanley Robinson’s Martian utopia as powerful resources for rethinking and remaking the
world that climate change has wrought. Molecular Red proposes an alternative realism, where
hope is found in what remains and endures.
In a series of encounters with key figures in the field of cultural studies, this book draws
together interest in affect theory and contemporary politics to describe the mobilising effects of
individual scholarly voices in cultural studies' history, emphasising the ongoing importance of
engaged, public intellectualism throughout.
In this work the author suggests what is still vital in the Situationist legacy as well as how
modern provocateurs have picked up the thread of those who dared to negate their
contemporary world as a whole and imagine it anew.
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