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A Vital Ministry describes the situation of the ‘post-millennium’ generation of the young as
threatening to their human flourishing. Their economic, political and cultural context is
potentially oppressive, and the education system in this country no longer seeks to provide
‘spiritual capital’ to resource the young. The special role of Church of England schools is to
provide a holistic education which values the spiritual dimension, genuinely encouraging the
personal and spiritual development of young people as ‘children of God’. Drawing on the
testimony both of school chaplains and school students, the book argues that the chaplain’s
ministry of pastoral care has a key part to play in the fostering of personal spiritual
development, and that the role of the chaplain as a liturgical leader can open up the spiritual
realm for students. The Church needs to take seriously this vital but neglected ministry, the
book concludes, arguing for better recognition, professional support and development.
Chaplaincy highlights the need for faith and society to re-engage with vital moral questions.
Military chaplains continue to operate within the dynamic tension between faith communities,
the armed services and society, offering a distinct moral presence and contribution. Drawing
the reader into the world of the military chaplain, this book explores insights into the complex
moral issues that arise in combat (especially in Afghanistan), and in everyday military life,
These include the the increasing significance of the Law of Armed Conflict and the moral
significance of drones. Through the unique chaplain’s eye view of the significance of their
experience for understanding the ethics of war, this book offers clearer understanding of
chaplaincy in the context of the changing nature of international conflict (shaped around
insurgency and non-state forces) and explores the response of faith communities to the role of
the armed services. It makes the case for relocating understandings of just war within a
theological framework and for a clear understanding of the relationship between the mission of
chaplaincy and that of the military.
Based on extensive in-depth interviews with more than thirty active duty chaplains regarding
their successes, failures and conflicts, the book is about the way military chaplains handle
religious diversity among the enlisted they serve and within their own corps.
Preaching Magazine's 2015 Book of the Year If you are a pastor, you know the importance of
preaching. You have spent time learning and refining the art of preaching because it is vital to
the life of God's people—including the preacher. But you probably also find it challenging. On
Preaching is a masterful resource that will refresh your soul and revitalize your preaching
ministry. Drawing upon Scripture and years of preaching experience, H. B. Charles offers a
practical resource for pastors, seminarians, church planters, and Bible teachers that is full of
energy and wonderfully enjoyable. He gives tips like, "Avoid indecent exposure—get your wife's
permission before using your family in the message" and "Illustrate! A good illustration is like a
window on a house. It helps your listeners see in or out." Written in a very clear and concise
manner, this resource is formatted into 30 short chapters that can easily be read as a
devotional. On Preaching will encourage seasoned preachers to dig deeper into the basics as
they pause and reflect on the effectiveness of their ministry. It will also serve as a spring board
for those who are just beginning a preaching ministry.
This ground-breaking book provides an in-depth analysis of the theory and practice of sports
chaplaincy in a global context. Written in an accessible style, yet based on academic evidence
and theory, the contributors include those leading major national chaplaincy organisations
located in the UK, US, Australia and Continental Europe, as well as chaplains and sport
psychologists working in elite and amateur sport and those involved in teaching pastoral
theology. Providing a rich and informative source of knowledge and inspiration for practitioners,
athletes, academics and those interested in the general relationship between sport and faith,
contributors also address the provision of sports chaplaincy at sporting mega-events, including
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the Olympic Games. This much needed overview of chaplaincy provision in sport across a
range of national and international contexts and settings, including both catholic and protestant
perspectives, is the first collection of its kind to bring together leading scholars in sports
chaplaincy with a view to providing professional accreditation and training amidst the fastemerging field of sports theology.
Is it appropriate, or even legal, for government to provide spiritual care for its citizens?
Winnifred Fallers Sullivan shows that courts and administrative agencies have, for better or for
worse, already decided this question. Religious freedom in American today means government
affirmatively providing opportunities for Americans to encounter their religious selves and
realize their religious commitments. How did this happen? The answer, Sullivan shows, is an
emerging religious practice--the ministry offered by chaplains in secular settings, generally
called a ministry of presence. In this eye-opening book, Sullivan details the legal recognition
and regulation of the spiritual care delivered by governmental and quasi-governmental
chaplaincies, as well as by chaplaincies within ostensibly private but regulated industries, such
as hospitals and colleges. Across America today, there are chaplains in airports, fire
departments, prisons, hospitals, the military, unions, and even businesses and workplaces.
Chaplains operate at the intersection of the sacred and the secular, brokers responsible for
ministering to the wandering souls of a globalized economy while sacralizing institutions we
generally consider unmarked by any religious identity. A book with profound implications for
how we understand the relationship between religion and law in contemporary America, "A
Ministry of Presence" will interest readers in legal studies, religious studies, sociology, and
public policy. "
In Chaplaincy Ministry and the Mission of the Church, Victoria Slater explores the significance
of chaplaincy for the mission and ministry of the contemporary Church. She discusses the
reasons for the recent growth in new chaplaincy roles in the contemporary cultural and church
context and provides a theological rationale for chaplaincy along with practical suggestions for
the development and support of chaplaincy practice. The book provides conceptual clarity
about what chaplaincy actually is and will move beyond the common polarisation of chaplaincy
and Church to position chaplaincy as a distinctive form of ministry with its own identity and
integrity that, together with other forms of ministry, makes a significant contribution to the
mission of the Church.

This book takes us beyond the usual writings about religious ministry. It invites us iinto
closed communities, some more closed than others, and allows us to observe the dayto-day crisis ministries in which the chaplains are engaged. We visit battlefields,
prisons, hospitals, hospice settings, college campuses, veterans' centers, and
retirement facilities. The writer draws some interesting conclusions about the
uniqueness of the chaplaincy and what the greater church can learn from this growing
model.
An ideal starting point for all, including seminarians, who are exploring a call to
chaplaincy ministry. Unlike most other books in this field which are specific to one form
of chaplaincy and are often written from an autographical viewpoint only, this new
resource meets a critical need for an introductory and overview look at chaplaincy in
general.
The great task before Christian workers, chaplains in particular, is to find a way to work
within the systems of this world in order to redeem and sanctify those systems in the
authority of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who sends them. Chaplains are present in some of
the darkest, most impoverished, oppressed, and immoral places on this earth. Their
mission is very clear: to be present with the brokenhearted and needy, while working
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with and within the systems that affect the lives of those they seek to help.
The Chaplain's Heart is a short book that uses stories and inspirational quotes as
ministry of presence guide for both lay and ordained chaplains and chaplains in
training. Written by Pastor Megan Rohrer, this book also includes diverse prayers for
diverse people and recommended resources for additional reading. With an eye
towards justice, this book seeks to inspire chaplains to love everyone they encounter at
work, in ministry and in their personal lives.
Most people in the United States today no longer live their lives under the guidance of
local institutionalized religious leadership, such as rabbis, ministers, and priests; rather,
liberals and conservatives alike have taken charge of their own religious or spiritual
practices. This shift, along with other social and cultural changes, has opened up a
perhaps surprising space for chaplains—spiritual professionals who usually work with
the endorsement of a religious community but do that work away from its immediate
hierarchy, ministering in a secular institution, such as a prison, the military, or an
airport, to an ever-changing group of clients of widely varying faiths and beliefs. In A
Ministry of Presence, Winnifred Fallers Sullivan explores how chaplaincy works in the
United States—and in particular how it sits uneasily at the intersection of law and
religion, spiritual care, and government regulation. Responsible for ministering to the
wandering souls of the globalized economy, the chaplain works with a clientele often
unmarked by a specific religious identity, and does so on behalf of a secular institution,
like a hospital. Sullivan's examination of the sometimes heroic but often deeply
ambiguous work yields fascinating insights into contemporary spiritual life, the politics of
religious freedom, and the never-ending negotiation of religion's place in American
institutional life.
Written by a certified hospice chaplain who passionately serves in this unique ministry,
this step-by-step guide is essential reading for chaplains, pastors, those preparing to be
hospice chaplains, and anyone with an interest in this ministry. This book offers the
tools you need as you contemplate pursuing hospice chaplaincy, seek direction and
encouragement or faithfully serve as a chaplain.
Safest Place in Iraq tells the stories of men and women who experienced God during
the war in Iraq, demonstrating the truth that Christian military chaplains are still allowed
to openly share Christ and provide pastoral ministry, if they do it right. Even on good
days, living for Christ is a challenging, risk-laden endeavor. One way to make the task a
bit easier is to see how other Christians have successfully navigated their temptations
and struggles. Safest Place in Iraq aims to do just that, by peering behind the curtain
and showing how one military chaplain handled the various dangers, people, and
circumstances he encountered during his war-time deployment in South Central Iraq.
The result is a story that ranges from death and destruction to friendship and faith, and
from temptation and torment to redemption and revival. Colonel Paul Linzey US Army
Chaplain (Ret.) identifies the broad themes that everyone—both Christian and nonChristian—has to deal with when the going gets tough. He also shows by example what
it takes to overcome life’s obstacles, whether dodging mortars in the desert, or fighting
fear, loneliness, and temptation at home or at work. And in the process, Safest Place in
Iraq shows that it is possible to remain true to one’s values and calling as a person of
faith in a hostile world.
Chaplaincy is a rapidly growing ministry, but one that has been the centre of little theological
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discussion. Focusing on understanding what chaplaincy is and how it is exercised in different
contexts, this book intends to support the work of chaplains by providing a theological
examination of their ministry. The chapters in this book discuss how the work of chaplains
outside the structures of the Church and yet frequently carried out by ministers authorized by
the Church relates to some of the key questions of how the Church understands itself in
relation to the world (i.e. institutions and structures that are not part of the church), whether or
not the chaplains should engage in converting non-Christians to Christianity, and how
chaplaincy is carried out both from within Christianity and in a multi-faith environment. This
book explores the role of chaplains and the benefits of chaplaincy as a form of ministry as well
as an examination of the personal characteristics and disposition best suited to serving as a
chaplain. Chaplaincy and Christian Theology considers the nature of chaplaincy in public
spaces and the implications of Christian theology within this ministry. Essential reading for
chaplains, students of theology, and anyone involved in Christian ministry and Christian
theology.
This open access volume is the first academic book on the controversial issue of including
spiritual care in integrated electronic medical records (EMR). Based on an international study
group comprising researchers from Europe (The Netherlands, Belgium and Switzerland), the
United States, Canada, and Australia, this edited collection provides an overview of different
charting practices and experiences in various countries and healthcare contexts.
Encompassing case studies and analyses of theological, ethical, legal, healthcare policy, and
practical issues, the volume is a groundbreaking reference for future discussion, research, and
strategic planning for inter- or multi-faith healthcare chaplains and other spiritual care providers
involved in the new field of documenting spiritual care in EMR. Topics explored among the
chapters include: Spiritual Care Charting/Documenting/Recording/Assessment Charting
Spiritual Care: Psychiatric and Psychotherapeutic Aspects Palliative Chaplain Spiritual
Assessment Progress Notes Charting Spiritual Care: Ethical Perspectives Charting Spiritual
Care in Digital Health: Analyses and Perspectives Charting Spiritual Care: The Emerging Role
of Chaplaincy Records in Global Health Care is an essential resource for researchers in
interprofessional spiritual care and healthcare chaplaincy, healthcare chaplains and other
spiritual caregivers (nurses, physicians, psychologists, etc.), practical theologians and health
ethicists, and church and denominational representatives.
"Near the end of Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms, there is a word that has continued to stay
with me. He said, 'The world breaks everyone. Then some become strong at the broken
places.' As a pastor, I have seen people become strong at the broken places, and I have seen
people become broken up at the broken places of life. I hope that the reader will learn how to
assist those who are suffering, and will, at the same time, learn something of great value for
living in these days." - Author Joe Pennel Unfortunately, suffering is a part of living. None of us
have escaped this fact. Even so, it's difficult to know how to console someone going through a
broken place. In The Gift of Presence, Bishop Joe Pennel offers practical help to give
confidence and skill to clergy and laity serving the broken hearted. With a central message on
the importance of simply being there, Pennel combines practical "how-to's" with prayers,
readings, and services. This small, casebound book outlines real ways to help through
planning visits, writing notes, finding scriptures and prayers to read, avoiding cliches, and
thinking through the theology of God, humans, and suffering. The Gift of Presence includes
pertinent topics such as: the ministry of presence, quietness, sincerity, and the art of helping. "I
found Bishop Pennel's book to be concisely written, compassionately expressed, extremely
helpful tool for anyone in relationship with someone suffering. Because all of us will be in such
a relationship at some time in our life, [The Gift of Presence]would be a great read in
preparation for life's difficult events." - Rev. Lori Lampert, Lead Associate Pastor, Schweitzer
UMC, Springfield, Missouri " [The Gift of Presence]is both practical and contemplative
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encouraging the reader to remember why we are in ministry but also to pay attention to how
we engage in ministry. I would definitely recommend this to any Stephen Minister program. We
also have a Lay Counseling program where it would be very helpful. Frankly it would have
been a wonderful book to receive before I started making hospital visits as a new pastor.
Bishop Pennel has given us his gift of presence in the writing of this book. I appreciated his
willingness to share his own stories of ministry and life as well as the knowledge he has
gathered from several years of practical experience." - Rev. Barbara Miner, Assoc. Pastor,
Floris UMC, Herndon, Virginia "I appreciated the sample letters and prayers found in The Gift
of Presence. The chapters on 'Seven Simple Do's and Don'ts' and 'Common Responses to
Suffering' will be helpful to Stephen Ministers." - Rev. Rick Plain, Minister of Pastoral Care, Los
Altos UMC, Los Altos, California
This book combines theological reflection on key issues in chaplaincy with a collection of
stories from those engaged in chaplaincy in a wide variety of contexts. The essays cover
issues, skills and tensions - discussing what chaplaincy is and how to do it.
This book examines the services that chaplains provide to dying patients and the unique
relationship that palliative care staff construct with people at the end of life. It explores the
nature of hope when faced with the inevitable and develops a theory of spiritual care rooted in
relationship that has implications for all healthcare professionals.
A Handbook of Chaplaincy Studies explores fundamental issues and critical questions in
chaplaincy, spanning key areas of health care, the prison service, education and military
chaplaincy. Leading authors and practitioners in the field present critical insight into the
challenges and opportunities facing those providing professional spiritual care. From young
men and women in the military and in custody, to the bedside of those experiencing life’s
greatest traumas, this critical examination of the role played by the chaplain offers a fresh and
informed understanding about faith and diversity in an increasingly secular society. An
invaluable compendium of case-studies, academic reflection and critical enquiry, this
handbook offers a fresh understanding of traditional, contemporary and innovative forms of
spiritual practice as they are witnessed in the public sphere. Providing a wide-ranging appraisal
of chaplaincy in an era of religious complexity and emergent spiritualities, this pioneering book
is a major contribution to a relatively underdeveloped field and sets out how the phenomenon
of chaplaincy can be better understood and its practice more robust and informed.
Politicians and pundits alike have complained that the divided governments of the last decades
have led to legislative gridlock. Not so, argues Keith Krehbiel, who advances the provocative
theory that divided government actually has little effect on legislative productivity. Gridlock is in
fact the order of the day, occurring even when the same party controls the legislative and
executive branches. Meticulously researched and anchored to real politics, Krehbiel argues
that the pivotal vote on a piece of legislation is not the one that gives a bill a simple majority,
but the vote that allows its supporters to override a possible presidential veto or to put a halt to
a filibuster. This theory of pivots also explains why, when bills are passed, winning coalitions
usually are bipartisan and supermajority sized. Offering an incisive account of when gridlock is
overcome and showing that political parties are less important in legislative-executive politics
than previously thought, Pivotal Politics remakes our understanding of American lawmaking.
Coming Alongside: Basic Pastoral Care at the Bedside is an insightful guide preparing current
or future caregivers with needed etiquette and behavioral practices. This guide is also ideal for
visitors of the sick and suffering, being present while they face death. This is a must read for
those involved in a supportive pastoral care role. Jeffrey Funk covers the many ways you can
deal with grief, but most importantly, relieve it in others. He shares how compassion plays a
role in healing, ways to prevent "compassion burnout" by establishing boundaries and much
more. Funk writes with a passion for caregiving, and provides many self-reflective questions
and commentary to help you impart God's love; you will feel inspired to serve others and
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embody the compassionate nature of Jesus Christ.
While the modern science of medicine often seems nothing short of miraculous, religion still
plays an important role in the past and present of many hospitals. When three-quarters of
Americans believe that God can cure people who have been given little or no chance of
survival by their doctors, how do today’s technologically sophisticated health care
organizations address spirituality and faith? Through a combination of interviews with nurses,
doctors, and chaplains across the United States and close observation of their daily routines,
Wendy Cadge takes readers inside major academic medical institutions to explore how
today’s doctors and hospitals address prayer and other forms of religion and spirituality. From
chapels to intensive care units to the morgue, hospital caregivers speak directly in these pages
about how religion is part of their daily work in visible and invisible ways. In Paging God:
Religion in the Halls of Medicine, Cadge shifts attention away from the ongoing controversy
about whether faith and spirituality should play a role in health care and back to the many ways
that these powerful forces already function in healthcare today.
The manual provides a rationale for chaplaincy by using Winnifred Sullivan's three categories
of religious secularism, irreligious secularism, and areligious secularism to outline the essential
and transforming value of spiritual care services (preface, introduction). The manual provides a
history of justice initiatives and chaplaincy services in a Canadian context (chapters one and
two). The manual provides a rationale for spiritual care-giver training by showing how
chaplaincy courses at a university level can build on the competencies of leadership and core
knowledge that many ministers, rabbis, imams, priests, nuns, and other faith group
representatives have. Emotional intelligence, professional practice skills, and diversity are
additional competencies needed for spiritual care-givers to become effective prison chaplains
(chapters three to six). Six principles shape the content of this book: (1) integration of
chaplaincy into corrections (chapters three to six) (2) understanding of prison dynamics
(chapters seven to ten), (3) complementary use of sociology and psychology (chapters eleven
to fourteen), (4) provision of faith formation, rites and rituals, programs, pastoral care, and a
ministry of presence (chapters fifteen to eighteen), (5) ecumenical and multi-faith religious
accommodation (chapters nineteen to twenty-one) and (6) professional development (chapters
twenty-four and twenty-five). The manual concludes with a statement of best practices by Dr.
Thomas Beckner, long-time chaplaincy educator (Correctional Chaplains: Keepers of the
Cloak, p. 24). "Chaplains are to have highly polished counselling skills, strong management
and facilitation abilities, a working knowledge of various faith group requirements . . . and a
strong commitment to serve all residents of the institution regardless of their faith identity or
lack thereof."
The greatest asset which people in pastoral care offer in a caring relationship is themselves, or
to be more precise, the aspects of self which they have reflected upon. Offering oneself to
other people in order to provide companionship along the road of life, especially when the
particular stage on the journey is one of anticipated or actual loss, is an act which is both
challenging and yet potentially life enhancing for a carer. The purpose of this book is to offer an
aid to those who seek to understand themselves better with a view to enhancing the quality of
spiritual and pastoral care they offer. Here the reference point for reflexivity is the caring
relationship. Yet as we are fundamentally the same beings in personal and professional
relationships, readers may also find stimulus to reflect on what they bring to a variety of
relationships including that with the Sacred and, indeed, themselves.
Between Heaven and Earth explores the relationships men, women, and children have formed
with the Virgin Mary and the saints in twentieth-century American Catholic history, and reflects,
more broadly, on how people live in the company of sacred figures and how these
relationships shape the ties between people on earth. In this boldly argued and beautifully
written book, Robert Orsi also considers how scholars of religion occupy the ground in
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between belief and analysis, faith and scholarship. Orsi infuses his analysis with an
autobiographical voice steeped in his own Italian-American Catholic background--from the
devotion of his uncle Sal, who had cerebral palsy, to a "crippled saint," Margaret of Castello; to
the bond of his Tuscan grandmother with Saint Gemma Galgani. Religion exists not as a
medium of making meanings, Orsi maintains, but as a network of relationships between
heaven and earth involving people of all ages as well as the many sacred figures they hold
dear. Orsi argues that modern academic theorizing about religion has long sanctioned dubious
distinctions between "good" or "real" religious expression on the one hand and "bad" or
"bogus" religion on the other, which marginalize these everyday relationships with sacred
figures. This book is a brilliant critical inquiry into the lives that people make, for better or
worse, between heaven and earth, and into the ways scholars of religion could better study of
these worlds.
The place of religion in public life continues to be a much-debated topic in Western nations.
This book charts the changing role of hospital chaplains and examines through detailed case
studies the realities of practice and the political debates which either threaten or sustain the
service. This second edition includes a new introduction and updated material throughout to
present fresh insights and research about chaplaincy, including in relation to New Atheism and
the developing debate about secularism and religion in public life. Swift concludes that
chaplains must do more to communicate the value of what they bring to the bedside.
The World of Hospice Spiritual Care: A Practical Guide for Palliative Care Chaplains offers a
comprehensive study of spiritual care in hospice. Dr. Sullivan's ability to express the role of the
spiritual counselor in creative and insightful ways is refreshing. Chaplains serve in
interdisciplinary teams to relieve pain and suffering and to improve patients' quality of life.
Members of hospice teams must have specialized knowledge in their area of expertise.
Hospice chaplains must be familiar with other areas of hospice work and their functions
because hospice care components interrelate. Working in the hospice environment offers
tremendous satisfaction and challenges. Doug skillfully addresses those challenges and
equips chaplains to allow God's presence to shine through them as they minister effectively in
palliative care outreaches. This practical guide examines hospice movement history,
philosophy and concepts of care, program models, and interdisciplinary teams. Then Dr.
Sullivan discusses the psychosocial and spiritual aspects of pain; spiritual assessments and
spiritual care plans; the role of spiritual care staff; grief, bereavement, and mourning; and staff
grief and stress management. A thorough analysis of these topics introduces caregivers to the
world of hospice, which helps the critical role of the spiritual counselor (hospice chaplain) to
emerge. Thus, a better understanding of these concepts and the resulting increased technical
competence allows hospice chaplains more freedom to impact patients', families', and
caregivers' lives through the ministry of presence. The World of Hospice Spiritual Care: A
Practical Guide for Palliative Care Chaplains prepares chaplains to offer comfort, kindness,
and care to the dying in their communities in their greatest hours of need. The emotional,
spiritual, and practical helps hospice chaplains provide through the ministry of presence can
make all the difference in the world for their neighbors. Indeed, hospice chaplains are ordinary
people inspired by extraordinary purpose, allowing God's manifest presence to change
people's lives through palliative care ministry.

This book explores the work, experience, language, and ambiguity of the
profession of chaplaincy, tracing its struggles to professionalize in the hospital
while caring for the human experiences of death and decline within its walls.
Church and state: a simple phrase that reflects one of the most famous and
fraught relationships in the history of the United States. But what exactly is “the
church,” and how is it understood in US law today? In Church State Corporation,
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religion and law scholar Winnifred Fallers Sullivan uncovers the deeply
ambiguous and often unacknowledged ways in which Christian theology remains
alive and at work in the American legal imagination. Through readings of the
opinions of the US Supreme Court and other legal texts, Sullivan shows how “the
church” as a religious collective is granted special privilege in US law. In-depth
analyses of Hosanna-Tabor v. EEOC and Burwell v. Hobby Lobby reveal that the
law tends to honor the religious rights of the group—whether in the form of a
church, as in Hosanna-Tabor, or in corporate form, as in Hobby Lobby—over the
rights of the individual, offering corporate religious entities an autonomy denied to
their respective members. In discussing the various communities that construct
the “church-shaped space” in American law, Sullivan also delves into disputes
over church property, the legal exploitation of the black church in the criminal
justice system, and the recent case of Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil
Rights Commission. Brimming with insight, Church State Corporation
provocatively challenges our most basic beliefs about the ties between religion
and law in ostensibly secular democracies.
An award-winning journalist portrays life and faith on the frontlines of the Iraq
War through the experience of a US Army chaplain. The US mission in Iraq
ended Dec. 18, 2011, as the last American soldiers climbed into trucks and
headed south through the desert towards Kuwait. Nearly 4,500 American troops
died in the Iraq war. More than 30,000 others were physically wounded.
Countless others live with scars that can’t be seen. While medics and doctors
heal the physical scars of the wounded, the military employs a select few to heal
the hearts, minds, and souls of soldiers—all of whom are changed forever by war.
In January 2008, Atlanta Journal-Constitution international reporter Moni Basu
began documenting life at war and at home with Darren Turner, a chaplain in the
US Army. Chaplain Turner served as the emotional support system of U.S.
soldiers more accustomed to toughing it out than opening up. For the first time
ever, the entire series of Ms. Basu’s articles on Chaplain Turner have been
collected into one book. There have been few looks into one of this nation’s most
controversial wars that have been as honest, heartbreaking, and inspiring as
Chaplain Turner’s War. The experiences of the young men and women Chaplain
Turner served speak with a clarity and force that is relatable to readers of any
religion and of any opinion about the Iraq War. It is a story of people’s lives who
are so often taken for granted as steely warriors, and so rarely appreciated as
heroes returning home with a lifetime of emotional weight.
An approachable overview of the nature, purpose, and functional roles of
chaplaincy Chaplaincy is unlike any other kind of ministry. It involves working
outside a church, without a congregation, usually in a secular organization. It
requires ministering to those with starkly different religious convictions, many of
whom may never enter a house of worship. It is, as Alan Baker writes, “ministry
in motion.” Those who are embarking upon this unique and specialized call
deserve equally unique and specialized guidance, and Foundations of
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Chaplaincy offers exactly that. Baker surveys the biblical and theological
foundations of chaplaincy before enumerating four specific responsibilities and
skills that define chaplaincy’s “ministry of presence”: providing, facilitating,
caring, and advising. Baker’s thorough guidance on these matters is
supplemented in sidebars with practical advice and anecdotes from over thirty
chaplains currently serving in a variety of settings and organizations. Chaplains
who serve in healthcare, the military, correctional institutions, police and fire
departments, sports teams, college campuses, and corporations have essential
roles to play in their respective organizations, but theirs is rarely an easy calling.
With Foundations of Chaplaincy as an introduction and an ongoing reference,
those called to this important vocation may be assured of having the tools they
need to cultivate a strong, mission-driven pastoral identity rooted in their own
theological tradition while simultaneously participating in a multi-faith team.
MINISTRY OF PRESENCE speaks to the heart of chaplaincy. It deals with the
history and definition of chaplaincy as well as the chaplain's call to ministry and
relationship to his church. Specific challenges within the framework of chaplain
ministry such as pluralism, prayer, and proselytizing are also addressed.
MINISTRY OF PRESENCE would easily fit in the library of those already in the
chaplaincy, chaplain candidates who are preparing for ministry, or anyone who is
interested in learning about chaplaincy.The principles presented are not simply
theory but have been born out of the context of Whit's experience and practicing
what he preaches. His insights will encourage and challenge anyone seeking to
minister from a biblical perspective in any venue of chaplaincy.
Chaplaincy is an active force in the realm of ministry to a world that is hurting and
needing a moment of empathy and an encouraging word of hope. In Essential
Chaplain Skill Sets, author Chaplain Keith Evans lays the initial foundations of
chaplaincy, its need, what it is, who can be a chaplain, and further develops the
cornerstone of skills employed in chaplaincy. Essential Chaplain Skill Sets is an
easy-to-read book that is full of practical tools and resources that chaplains of all
ministry settings and experience levels can quickly utilize and master. The four
main sections of the book are: 1) The Fundamentals: The Why, What, Who, and
How of Chaplaincy, 2) Understanding Spirituality and World Faith Expressions, 3)
Understanding Spiritual Needs Assessments, and 4) Bringing the Pieces
Together. The fourth section is very practical. It includes eight real-life
‘verbatims’ of chaplain encounters. A list of additional questions have been
included at the end of each verbatim that allow readers (individual or in groups)
to evaluate how they may have conducted the encounter differently or not. "What
you have with "Essential Chaplain Skill Sets" is a pastoral practitioner's guide to
proven skills learned through compassionate care and competent practice. Keith
is a pastoral clinician sharing out of his own experience and doing his part to
assist his pastoral colleagues in congregational and clinical settings and building
upon their own art of pastoral care. He is a pragmatic realist and a patient
teacher. Thank you, Keith, for this good companion book for those of us on the
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journey of becoming better clinical pastors." - Rev. Mark Hart, DMin,BCC, ACPE
Supervisor, Director of Clinical Pastoral Education, Baptist Health System, San
Antonio, Texas" Evans draws from his in-depth experience in law enforcement
and trauma chaplaincy in creating this primer for chaplains serving in any ministry
setting. Evans covers key fundamental concepts for any chaplain to become
more effective in their role, as well as discussing spirituality and world faith
expressions, and how to master spiritual need assessments. He addresses what
chaplains are, how they are engaged, what they look like, and what the initial
outcomes can be as a result of their employment. He describes the importance of
having well-meaning, devoted chaplains to help people on their spiritual journeys.
In Essential Chaplain Skill Sets, Evans shares well-respected resources and
learned lessons geared toward assisting any chaplain of any faith background in
any ministry setting.
In Pastoral Care in the Classical Tradition, Andrew Purves argued that pastoral
care and theology has long ignored Scripture and Christian doctrine, and pastoral
practice has become secularized in both method and goal, the fiefdom of
psychology and the social sciences. He builds further on this idea here,
presenting a christological basis for ministry and pastoral theology.
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