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American Creation Joseph J Ellis
In this brilliantly illuminating group portrait of the men
who came to be known as the Founding Fathers, the
incomparable Gordon Wood has written a book that
seriously asks, "What made these men great?" and
shows us, among many other things, just how much
character did in fact matter. The life of
each—Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Hamilton,
Madison, Paine—is presented individually as well as
collectively, but the thread that binds these portraits
together is the idea of character as a lived reality. They
were members of the first generation in history that was
self-consciously self-made men who understood that the
arc of lives, as of nations, is one of moral progress.
Americans widely believe that the U.S. Constitution was
almost wholly created when it was drafted in 1787 and
ratified in 1788. Jonathan Gienapp recovers the
unknown story of the Constitution’s second creation in
the decade after its adoption—a story with explosive
implications for current debates over constitutional
originalism and interpretation.
A look at the life and work of the second U.S. president
discusses Adams's mind and personality, the events that
shaped his thinking, his perspective on America's
prospects, and his famous disagreements. By the author
of the National Book Award-winning American Sphinx.
Reissue.
From the first shots fired at Lexington to the signing of
the Declaration of Independence to the negotiations for
the Louisiana Purchase, Joseph J. Ellis guides us
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through the decisive issues of the nation's founding, and
illuminates the emerging philosophies, shifting alliances,
and personal and political foibles of our now iconic
leaders—Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Hamilton, and
Adams. He casts an incisive eye on the founders'
achievements, arguing that the American Revolution
was, paradoxically, an evolution—and that part of what
made it so extraordinary was the gradual pace at which it
occurred. He explains how the idea of a strong federal
government was eventually embraced by the American
people and details the emergence of the two-party
system, which stands as the founders' most enduring
legacy. Ellis is equally incisive about their failures, and
he makes clear how their inability to abolish slavery and
to reach a just settlement with the Native Americans has
played an equally important role in shaping our national
character. With eloquence and insight, Ellis strips the
mythic veneer of the revolutionary generation to reveal
men both human and inspired, possessed of both
brilliance and blindness. American Creation is an
audiobook that delineates an era of flawed greatness, at
a time when understanding our origins is more important
than ever.
Winner of the Barbara and David Zalaznick Book Prize in
American History Winner of the Excellence in American
History Book Award Winner of the Fraunces Tavern
Museum Book Award From the bestselling author of the
Liberation Trilogy comes the extraordinary first volume of
his new trilogy about the American Revolution Rick
Atkinson, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning An Army at
Dawn and two other superb books about World War II,
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has long been admired for his deeply researched,
stunningly vivid narrative histories. Now he turns his
attention to a new war, and in the initial volume of the
Revolution Trilogy he recounts the first twenty-one
months of America’s violent war for independence.
From the battles at Lexington and Concord in spring
1775 to those at Trenton and Princeton in winter 1777,
American militiamen and then the ragged Continental
Army take on the world’s most formidable fighting force.
It is a gripping saga alive with astonishing characters:
Henry Knox, the former bookseller with an uncanny
understanding of artillery; Nathanael Greene, the blueeyed bumpkin who becomes a brilliant battle captain;
Benjamin Franklin, the self-made man who proves to be
the wiliest of diplomats; George Washington, the
commander in chief who learns the difficult art of
leadership when the war seems all but lost. The story is
also told from the British perspective, making the mortal
conflict between the redcoats and the rebels all the more
compelling. Full of riveting details and untold stories, The
British Are Coming is a tale of heroes and knaves, of
sacrifice and blunder, of redemption and profound
suffering. Rick Atkinson has given stirring new life to the
first act of our country’s creation drama.
The Quartet by Joseph J. Ellis | Summary & Analysis
Preview: The Quartet is an historical account of the
debates and events leading up to, during, and
immediately following the creation of the Constitution of
the United States of America. The quartet is four
politicians that played an integral role in the creation,
shaping, and implementation of the Constitution and
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early federal government in the US. These include
George Washington, James Madison, Alexander
Hamilton, and John Jay. Each man had some
involvement in the American Revolution, which lent
credence to the worthiness of their cause and ability to
establish a national government. Washington served as
the head of the Continental Army. Hamilton served as
Washington’s aide de camp and later served as
commander of his own troops. Madison was a
commissioned colonel of the Orange County militia from
Virginia and served on the Continental Congress. Jay
also served on the Continental Congress and negotiated
the terms of the Treaty of Paris that ended the American
Revolutionary War… PLEASE NOTE: This is a summary
and analysis of the book and NOT the original book.
Inside this Instaread Summary & Analysis of The Quartet
• Summary of book • Introduction to the Important
People in the book • Analysis of the Themes and
Author’s Style
Offers a reassessment of the life, image, and career of
Thomas Jefferson, examining his complex personality,
controversies about the man and his beliefs, and his
accomplishments
The must-read summary of Joseph J. Ellis's book: "American
Creation: Triumphs and Tragedies at the Founding of the
Republic". This complete summary of "American Creation" by
Joseph J. Ellis, a previous Pulitzer Prize winner and a
renowned American historian, outlines Ellis's examination of
the founding years of American society. It examines six key
moments in early American history, including the writing of
the Declaration of Independence and the founding of the
political parties. Against the tide, he shows that the founding
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fathers were in fact simply flawed men who shaped American
society but failed to deal with problems such as slavery and
the treatment of Native Americans. Added-value of this
summary: • Save time • Understand the founding years of
American society • Expand your knowledge of American
society and history To learn more, read "American Creation"
and benefit from Ellis's analysis of the main turning points of
the United States' early history.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Founding Brothers
shares historical insights into America's post-Revolution
efforts for independence, citing key debates over the
creations of the Articles of Confederation and the Bill of
Rights.
A rising-star historian offers a significant new global
perspective on the Revolutionary War with the story of the
conflict as seen through the eyes of the outsiders of colonial
society Winner of the Journal of the American Revolution
Book of the Year Award • Winner of the Society of the
Cincinnati in the State of New Jersey History Prize • Finalist
for the George Washington Book Prize Over the last decade,
award-winning historian Kathleen DuVal has revitalized the
study of early America’s marginalized voices. Now, in
Independence Lost, she recounts an untold story as rich and
significant as that of the Founding Fathers: the history of the
Revolutionary Era as experienced by slaves, American
Indians, women, and British loyalists living on Florida’s Gulf
Coast. While citizens of the thirteen rebelling colonies came
to blows with the British Empire over tariffs and parliamentary
representation, the situation on the rest of the continent was
even more fraught. In the Gulf of Mexico, Spanish forces
clashed with Britain’s strained army to carve up the Gulf
Coast, as both sides competed for allegiances with the
powerful Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Creek nations who
inhabited the region. Meanwhile, African American slaves had
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little control over their own lives, but some individuals found
opportunities to expand their freedoms during the war.
Independence Lost reveals that individual motives counted as
much as the ideals of liberty and freedom the Founders
espoused: Independence had a personal as well as national
meaning, and the choices made by people living outside the
colonies were of critical importance to the war’s outcome.
DuVal introduces us to the Mobile slave Petit Jean, who
organized militias to fight the British at sea; the Chickasaw
diplomat Payamataha, who worked to keep his people out of
war; New Orleans merchant Oliver Pollock and his wife,
Margaret O’Brien Pollock, who risked their own wealth to
organize funds and garner Spanish support for the American
Revolution; the half-Scottish-Creek leader Alexander
McGillivray, who fought to protect indigenous interests from
European imperial encroachment; the Cajun refugee Amand
Broussard, who spent a lifetime in conflict with the British; and
Scottish loyalists James and Isabella Bruce, whose work on
behalf of the British Empire placed them in grave danger.
Their lives illuminate the fateful events that took place along
the Gulf of Mexico and, in the process, changed the history of
North America itself. Adding new depth and moral complexity,
Kathleen DuVal reinvigorates the story of the American
Revolution. Independence Lost is a bold work that fully
establishes the reputation of a historian who is already
regarded as one of her generation’s best. Praise for
Independence Lost “[An] astonishing story . . . Independence
Lost will knock your socks off. To read [this book] is to see
that the task of recovering the entire American Revolution has
barely begun.”—The New York Times Book Review “A richly
documented and compelling account.”—The Wall Street
Journal “A remarkable, necessary—and entirely new—book
about the American Revolution.”—The Daily Beast “A
completely new take on the American Revolution, rife with
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pathos, double-dealing, and intrigue.”—Elizabeth A. Fenn,
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Encounters at the Heart of
the World
A revelatory look at the separation of church and state in
America—from the New York Times bestselling author of The
Great Influenza For four hundred years, Americans have
fought over the proper relationships between church and
state and between a free individual and the state. This is the
story of the first battle in that war of ideas, a battle that led to
the writing of the First Amendment and that continues to
define the issue of the separation of church and state today. It
began with religious persecution and ended in revolution, and
along the way it defined the nature of America and of
individual liberty. Acclaimed historian John M. Barry explores
the development of these fundamental ideas through the
story of Roger Williams, who was the first to link religious
freedom to individual liberty, and who created in America the
first government and society on earth informed by those
beliefs. This book is essential to understanding the continuing
debate over the role of religion and political power in modern
life.
For readers of Jill Lepore, Joseph J. Ellis, and Tony Horwitz
comes a lively, thought-provoking intellectual history of the
golden age of American utopianism—and the bold,
revolutionary, and eccentric visions for the future put forward
by five of history’s most influential utopian movements. In the
wake of the Enlightenment and the onset of industrialism, a
generation of dreamers took it upon themselves to confront
the messiness and injustice of a rapidly changing world. To
our eyes, the utopian communities that took root in America in
the nineteenth century may seem ambitious to the point of
delusion, but they attracted members willing to dedicate their
lives to creating a new social order and to asking the bold
question What should the future look like? In Paradise Now,
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Chris Jennings tells the story of five interrelated utopian
movements, revealing their relevance both to their time and to
our own. Here is Mother Ann Lee, the prophet of the Shakers,
who grew up in newly industrialized Manchester,
England—and would come to build a quiet but fierce religious
tradition on the opposite side of the Atlantic. Even as the
society she founded spread across the United States, the
Welsh industrialist Robert Owen came to the Indiana frontier
to build an egalitarian, rationalist utopia he called the New
Moral World. A decade later, followers of the French visionary
Charles Fourier blanketed America with colonies devoted to
inaugurating a new millennium of pleasure and fraternity.
Meanwhile, the French radical Étienne Cabet sailed to Texas
with hopes of establishing a communist paradise dedicated to
ideals that would be echoed in the next century. And in New
York’s Oneida Community, a brilliant Vermonter named John
Humphrey Noyes set about creating a new society in which
the human spirit could finally be perfected in the image of
God. Over time, these movements fell apart, and the national
mood that had inspired them was drowned out by the dream
of westward expansion and the waking nightmare of the Civil
War. Their most galvanizing ideas, however, lived on, and
their audacity has influenced countless political movements
since. Their stories remain an inspiration for everyone who
seeks to build a better world, for all who ask, What should the
future look like? Praise for Paradise Now “Uncommonly
smart and beautifully written . . . a triumph of scholarship and
narration: five stand-alone community studies and a coherent,
often spellbinding history of the United States during its
tumultuous first half-century . . . Although never less than
evenhanded, and sometimes deliciously wry, Jennings writes
with obvious affection for his subjects. To read Paradise Now
is to be dazzled, humbled and occasionally flabbergasted by
the amount of energy and talent sacrificed at utopia’s
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altar.”—The New York Times Book Review “Writing an
impartial, respectful account of these philanthropies and
follies is no small task, but Mr. Jennings largely pulls it off with
insight and aplomb. Indulgently sympathetic to the utopian
impulse in general, he tells a good story. His explanations of
the various reformist credos are patient, thought-provoking
and . . . entertaining.”—The Wall Street Journal “As a tour
guide, Jennings is thoughtful, engaging and witty in the right
doses. . . . He makes the subject his own with fresh eyes and
a crisp narrative, rich with detail. . . . In the end, Jennings
writes, the communards’ disregard for the world as it exists
sealed their fate. But in revisiting their stories, he makes a
compelling case that our present-day ‘deficit of imagination’
could be similarly fated.”—San Francisco Chronicle
Presents a narrative profile of the second president and his
wife that traces their more than fifty-year partnership in such
areas as civic and foreign affairs.
The author of the bestselling The Founding Brothers and The
Quartet now gives a deeply insightful examination of the
relevance of Jefferson's, Madison's, and Adams's views to
some of the most divisive issues in American politics and
society today.

"Penetrating, detailed, and very readable. . . . A
splendid biography." --Wall Street Journal Few
figures in American history have held as many roles
in public life as John Quincy Adams. The son of
John Adams, he was a brilliant ambassador and
secretary of state, a frustrated president, and a
dedicated congressman who staunchly opposed
slavery. In John Quincy Adams, scholar and
journalist James Traub draws on Adams's diaries,
letters, and writings to evoke his numerous
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achievements-and failures-in office. A man of
unwavering moral convictions, Adams is the father of
foreign policy "realism" and one of the first
proponents of the "activist government." But John
Quincy Adams is first and foremost the story of a
brilliant, flinty, and unyielding man whose life
exemplified admirable political courage.
From Pulitzer Prize–winning American historian
Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected story of why the
thirteen colonies, having just fought off the
imposition of a distant centralized governing power,
would decide to subordinate themselves anew. We
all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address: “Four score and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new
Nation.” The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen
American colonies declared themselves independent
states that only temporarily joined forces in order to
defeat the British. Once victorious, they planned to
go their separate ways. The triumph of the American
Revolution was neither an ideological nor a political
guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their
independence and accept the creation of a federal
government with power over their autonomy as
states. The Quartet is the story of this second
American founding and of the men most
responsible—George Washington, Alexander
Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. These
men, with the help of Robert Morris and Gouverneur
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Morris, shaped the contours of American history by
diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions created by the
Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political
process to force the calling of the Constitutional
Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in
Philadelphia, orchestrating the debate in the state
ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of
Rights to assure state compliance with the
constitutional settlement. Ellis has given us a
gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most
crucial and misconstrued periods in American
history: the years between the end of the Revolution
and the formation of the federal government. The
Quartet unmasks a myth, and in its place presents
an even more compelling truth—one that lies at the
heart of understanding the creation of the United
States of America.
George Washington claimed that anyone who
attempted to provide an accurate account of the war
for independence would be accused of writing fiction.
At the time, no one called it the "American
Revolution" former colonists still regarded
themselves as Virginians or Pennsylvanians, not
Americans, while John Adams insisted that the
British were the real revolutionaries, for attempting to
impose radical change without their colonists'
consent. With The Cause, Ellis takes a fresh look at
the events between 1773 and 1783, recovering a
war more brutal than any in American history save
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the Civil War and discovering a strange breed of
"prudent" revolutionaries, whose prudence proved
wise yet tragic when it came to slavery, the original
sin that still haunts our land. Written with flair and
drama, The Cause brings together a cast of familiar
and forgotten characters who, taken together,
challenge the story we have long told ourselves
about our origins as a people and a nation.
Setting the World Ablaze is the story of the American
Revolution and of the three Founders who played
crucial roles in winning the War of Independence
and creating a new nation: George Washington,
John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. Braiding three
strands into one rich narrative, John Ferling brings
these American icons down from their pedestals to
show them as men of flesh and blood, and in doing
so gives us a new understanding of the passion and
uncertainty of the struggle to form a new nation. A
leading historian of the Revolutionary era, Ferling
draws upon an unsurpassed command of the
primary sources and a talent for swiftly moving
narrative to give us intimate views of each of these
men. He shows us both the overarching historical
picture of the era and a gripping sense of how these
men encountered the challenges that faced them.
We see Washington, containing a profound anger at
British injustice within an austere demeanor; Adams,
far from home, struggling with severe illness and
French duplicity in his crucial negotiations in Paris;
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and Jefferson, distracted and indecisive, confronting
uncertainties about his future in politics. John
Adams, in particular, emerges from the narrative as
the most under-appreciated hero of the Revolution,
while Jefferson is revealed as the most overrated,
yet most eloquent, of the Founders. Setting the
World Ablaze shows in dramatic detail how these
conservative men--successful members of the
colonial elite--were transformed into radical
revolutionaries.
The award-winning author of Founding Brothers and
The Quartet now gives us a deeply insightful
examination of the relevance of the views of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison,
and John Adams to some of the most divisive issues
in America today. The story of history is a ceaseless
conversation between past and present, and in
American Dialogue Joseph J. Ellis focuses the
conversation on the often-asked question "What
would the Founding Fathers think?" He examines
four of our most seminal historical figures through
the prism of particular topics, using the perspective
of the present to shed light on their views and, in
turn, to make clear how their now centuries-old ideas
illuminate the disturbing impasse of today's political
conflicts. He discusses Jefferson and the issue of
racism, Adams and the specter of economic
inequality, Washington and American imperialism,
Madison and the doctrine of original intent. Through
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these juxtapositions--and in his hallmark dramatic
and compelling narrative voice--Ellis illuminates the
obstacles and pitfalls paralyzing contemporary
discussions of these fundamentally important issues.
"This book deals with important issues of
constitutionalism in the American Revolution. It
ranges from the imperial debate that led to the
Declaration of Independence to the revolutionary
state constitution making in 1776 and the creation of
the Federal Constitution in 1787. It includes a
discussion of slavery and constitutionalism, the
emergence of the judiciary as one of the major
tripartite institutions of government, and the
demarcation between public and private that was a
consequence of the government"-The US Constitution never established a presidential
cabinet—the delegates to the Constitutional
Convention explicitly rejected the idea. So how did
George Washington create one of the most powerful
bodies in the federal government? On November 26,
1791, George Washington convened his department
secretaries—Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson,
Henry Knox, and Edmund Randolph—for the first
cabinet meeting. Why did he wait two and a half
years into his presidency to call his cabinet?
Because the US Constitution did not create or
provide for such a body. Washington was on his
own. Faced with diplomatic crises, domestic
insurrections, and constitutional challenges—and
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finding congressional help lacking—Washington
decided he needed a group of advisors he could turn
to. He modeled his new cabinet on the councils of
war he had led as commander of the Continental
Army. In the early days, the cabinet served at the
president’s pleasure. Washington tinkered with its
structure throughout his administration, at times
calling regular meetings, at other times preferring
written advice and individual discussions. Lindsay M.
Chervinsky reveals the far-reaching consequences
of Washington’s choice. The tensions in the cabinet
between Hamilton and Jefferson heightened
partisanship and contributed to the development of
the first party system. And as Washington faced an
increasingly recalcitrant Congress, he came to treat
the cabinet as a private advisory body to summon as
needed, greatly expanding the role of the president
and the executive branch.
Draws on the Washington papers from archives at
the University of Virginia to chronicle George
Washington's military career and presidential years,
discussing his struggle to keep an emerging America
united and other accomplishments.
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes
and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for
challenging works of literature. This 54-page guide
for "American Creation" by Joseph J. Ellis includes
detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 6
chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections
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of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content
includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like
The Founders Were Flawed but Admirable and The
American Revolution as an "Evolutionary
Revolution".
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Travels with
George . . . is quintessential Philbrick—a lively,
courageous, and masterful achievement.” —The
Boston Globe Does George Washington still matter?
Bestselling author Nathaniel Philbrick argues for
Washington’s unique contribution to the forging of
America by retracing his journey as a new president
through all thirteen former colonies, which were now
an unsure nation. Travels with George marks a new
first-person voice for Philbrick, weaving history and
personal reflection into a single narrative. When
George Washington became president in 1789, the
United States of America was still a loose and
quarrelsome confederation and a tentative political
experiment. Washington undertook a tour of the excolonies to talk to ordinary citizens about his new
government, and to imbue in them the idea of being
one thing—Americans. In the fall of 2018, Nathaniel
Philbrick embarked on his own journey into what
Washington called “the infant woody country” to see
for himself what America had become in the 229
years since. Writing in a thoughtful first person about
his own adventures with his wife, Melissa, and their
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dog, Dora, Philbrick follows Washington’s
presidential excursions: from Mount Vernon to the
new capital in New York; a monthlong tour of
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and
Rhode Island; a venture onto Long Island and
eventually across Georgia, South Carolina, and
North Carolina. The narrative moves smoothly
between the eighteenth and twenty-first centuries as
we see the country through both Washington’s and
Philbrick’s eyes. Written at a moment when
America’s founding figures are under increasing
scrutiny, Travels with George grapples bluntly and
honestly with Washington’s legacy as a man of the
people, a reluctant president, and a plantation owner
who held people in slavery. At historic houses and
landmarks, Philbrick reports on the reinterpretations
at work as he meets reenactors, tour guides, and
other keepers of history’s flame. He paints a picture
of eighteenth-century America as divided and fraught
as it is today, and he comes to understand how
Washington compelled, enticed, stood up to, and
listened to the many different people he met along
the way—and how his all-consuming belief in the
union helped to forge a nation.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “An elegant
synthesis done by the leading scholar in the field,
which nicely integrates the work on the American
Revolution over the last three decades but never
loses contact with the older, classic questions that
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we have been arguing about for over two hundred
years.”—Joseph J. Ellis, author of Founding Brothers
A magnificent account of the revolution in arms and
consciousness that gave birth to the American
republic. When Abraham Lincoln sought to define
the significance of the United States, he naturally
looked back to the American Revolution. He knew
that the Revolution not only had legally created the
United States, but also had produced all of the great
hopes and values of the American people. Our
noblest ideals and aspirations-our commitments to
freedom, constitutionalism, the well-being of ordinary
people, and equality-came out of the Revolutionary
era. Lincoln saw as well that the Revolution had
convinced Americans that they were a special
people with a special destiny to lead the world
toward liberty. The Revolution, in short, gave birth to
whatever sense of nationhood and national purpose
Americans have had. No doubt the story is a
dramatic one: Thirteen insignificant colonies three
thousand miles from the centers of Western
civilization fought off British rule to become, in fewer
than three decades, a huge, sprawling,
rambunctious republic of nearly four million citizens.
But the history of the American Revolution, like the
history of the nation as a whole, ought not to be
viewed simply as a story of right and wrong from
which moral lessons are to be drawn. It is a
complicated and at times ironic story that needs to
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be explained and understood, not blindly celebrated
or condemned. How did this great revolution come
about? What was its character? What were its
consequences? These are the questions this short
history seeks to answer. That it succeeds in such a
profound and enthralling way is a tribute to Gordon
Wood’s mastery of his subject, and of the
historian’s craft.
The Pulitzer Prize–winning, best-selling author of
Founding Brothers and His Excellency brings
America’s preeminent first couple to life in a moving
and illuminating narrative that sweeps through the
American Revolution and the republic’s tenuous
early years. John and Abigail Adams left an indelible
and remarkably preserved portrait of their lives
together in their personal correspondence: both
Adamses were prolific letter writers (although John
conceded that Abigail was clearly the more gifted of
the two), and over the years they exchanged more
than twelve hundred letters. Joseph J. Ellis distills
this unprecedented and unsurpassed record to give
us an account both intimate and panoramic; part
biography, part political history, and part love story.
Ellis describes the first meeting between the two as
inauspicious—John was twenty-four, Abigail just
fifteen, and each was entirely unimpressed with the
other. But they soon began a passionate
correspondence that resulted in their marriage five
years later. Over the next decades, the couple were
Page 19/23

Access Free American Creation Joseph J Ellis
separated nearly as much as they were together.
John’s political career took him first to Philadelphia,
where he became the boldest advocate for the
measures that would lead to the Declaration of
Independence. Yet in order to attend the Second
Continental Congress, he left his wife and children in
the middle of the war zone that had by then engulfed
Massachusetts. Later he was sent to Paris, where he
served as a minister to the court of France alongside
Benjamin Franklin. These years apart stressed the
Adamses’ union almost beyond what it could bear:
Abigail grew lonely, while the Adams children
suffered from their father’s absence. John was
elected the nation’s first vice president, but by the
time of his reelection, Abigail’s health prevented her
from joining him in Philadelphia, the interim capital.
She no doubt had further reservations about moving
to the swamp on the Potomac when John became
president, although this time he persuaded her.
President Adams inherited a weak and bitterly
divided country from George Washington. The
political situation was perilous at best, and he
needed his closest advisor by his side: “I can do
nothing,” John told Abigail after his election, “without
you.” In Ellis’s rich and striking new history, John
and Abigail’s relationship unfolds in the context of
America’s birth as a nation.
The introduction, discussion questions, suggestions
for further reading, and author biography that follow
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are intended to enhance your reading group's
discussion of Joseph Ellis's Founding Brothers: The
Revolutionary Generation . We hope they will enrich
your experience of this Pulitzer Prize-winning study
of the intertwined lives of the founders of the
American republic--John Adams, Aaron Burr,
Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, and George Washington.
Portraits of Charles Willson Peale, Hugh Henry
Brackenridge, William Dunlap, and Noah Webster
provide a perspective on the role of culture in postRevolutionary America, both its high expectations
and its frustrations.
Discusses how the greatest American statesmen of the
1790s--Adams, Burr, Franklin, Hamilton, Jefferson, Madison,
and Washington--came together to define the new republic
and direct its course for the coming centuries. Pulitzer Prize
Winner.
A spellbinding history of the epic rivalry that shaped our
republic: Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and their
competing visions for America.
Reveals the tense and emotional world of dinosaur
exploration and sheds light on the debates surrounding the
lives, evolution, and extinction of these ancient creatures
A masterful examination of the early years of the American
Republic analyzes the eventful last quarter of the eighteenth
century, the accomplishments of the American founders, and
the triumphs and failures that shaped the early nation and the
American character. Reprint. 175,000 first printing.
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 A
Wall Street Journal Best Book of 2017 From the great
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historian of the American Revolution, New York Timesbestselling and Pulitzer-winning Gordon Wood, comes a
majestic dual biography of two of America's most enduringly
fascinating figures, whose partnership helped birth a nation,
and whose subsequent falling out did much to fix its course.
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams could scarcely have
come from more different worlds, or been more different in
temperament. Jefferson, the optimist with enough faith in the
innate goodness of his fellow man to be democracy's
champion, was an aristocratic Southern slaveowner, while
Adams, the overachiever from New England's rising middling
classes, painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic
about popular rule and a defender of a more elitist view of
government. They worked closely in the crucible of revolution,
crafting the Declaration of Independence and leading, with
Franklin, the diplomatic effort that brought France into the
fight. But ultimately, their profound differences would lead to a
fundamental crisis, in their friendship and in the nation writ
large, as they became the figureheads of two entirely new
forces, the first American political parties. It was a bitter
breach, lasting through the presidential administrations of
both men, and beyond. But late in life, something remarkable
happened: these two men were nudged into reconciliation.
What started as a grudging trickle of correspondence became
a great flood, and a friendship was rekindled, over the course
of hundreds of letters. In their final years they were the last
surviving founding fathers and cherished their role in this
mighty young republic as it approached the half century mark
in 1826. At last, on the afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the
day after the signing of the Declaration, Adams let out a sigh
and said, At least Jefferson still lives. He died soon thereafter.
In fact, a few hours earlier on that same day, far to the south
in his home in Monticello, Jefferson died as well. Arguably no
relationship in this country's history carries as much freight as
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that of John Adams of Massachusetts and Thomas Jefferson
of Virginia. Gordon Wood has more than done justice to these
entwined lives and their meaning; he has written a
magnificent new addition to America's collective story.
The American Revolution was not only a revolution for liberty
and freedom, it was also a revolution of ethics, reshaping
what colonial Americans understood as "honor" and "virtue."
As Craig Bruce Smith demonstrates, these concepts were
crucial aspects of Revolutionary Americans' ideological break
from Europe and shared by all ranks of society. Focusing his
study primarily on prominent Americans who came of age
before and during the Revolution—notably John Adams,
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and George
Washington—Smith shows how a colonial ethical
transformation caused and became inseparable from the
American Revolution, creating an ethical ideology that still
remains. By also interweaving individuals and groups that
have historically been excluded from the discussion of
honor—such as female thinkers, women patriots, slaves, and
free African Americans—Smith makes a broad and significant
argument about how the Revolutionary era witnessed a
fundamental shift in ethical ideas. This thoughtful work sheds
new light on a forgotten cause of the Revolution and on the
ideological foundation of the United States.
The Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning author of
First Family presents a revelatory account of America's
declaration of independence and the political and military
responses on both sides throughout the summer of 1776 that
influenced key decisions and outcomes.
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