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In this book, we have hand-picked the most
sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at
times crackpot!), original and musing book reviews
of "Bobos In Paradise: The New Upper Class and
How They Got There." Don't say we didn't warn you:
these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled
by their biting sincerity; others may be spellbound by
their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book
if: 1. You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to
get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've
heard it all.
An engrossing autobiographical exploration of black
masculinity as a mode of racial and verbal
performance.
In the summer of 1914, one month after the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the
celebrated young painter Oskar Kokoschka was in
the throes of a passionate love affair with Alma
Mahler, the beautiful and seductive widow of the
great composer. Now, four short years later, he has
become a casualty of the Great War. Unlike many of
his compatriots, Oskar has survived both a bayonet
wound and mustard gas, yet he cannot seem to
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recover from his inconstant mistress's ruinous
betrayal. With the world around him as crippled as
his own body and spirit, the dispossessed refugee
arrives in Dresden, where he has secured a teaching
position. The director of the city's art museum, Hans
Posse, a lonely widower, opens his home to Oskar,
offering him a sanctuary in which he can begin to
heal and eventually paint again, fulfilling the promise
of greatness begun in his youth. For Oskar,
however, the war continues to rage without and
within, There is simply no life without his beloved
Almi, his tormentor and muse, now another's wife.
Determined to have her -- somehow -- the grieving
artist turns to his host's servant, the shy, reserved
Hulda. Shrouded in sadness, the tender young
woman reawakens in Oskar desire -- and the
passion of creation. But their secret liaison is fueled
by Oskar's preoccupation with his lost love, a
dangerous obsession that could carry him -- and the
innocent Hulda -- beyond hope to a place of no
return. A luminous novel of hallucinatory prose set in
a time of uncertainty and unimaginable loss, The
Silent Womanpulls into focus a world of color,
shadow, and heartbreak. Vividly bringing to life the
ever-changing nature of desire, the constancy of
love, and the illusiveness of memory, it is a sublime
work by a uniquely gifted author that celebrates the
power of beauty, passion, and hope to hurt and to
heal.
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Exotic and yet familiar, rife with passion, immorality,
hunger, and freedom, Bohemia was an object of
both worry and fascination to workaday Parisians in
the nineteenth century. No mere revolt against
middle-class society, the Bohemia Seigel discovers
was richer and more complex, the stage on which
modern bourgeois acted out the conflicts of their
social identities, testing the liberation promised by
post-revolutionary society against the barriers set up
to contain it. Turning life into art, Bohemia became a
space where many innovative and original
figures—some famous, some obscure—found a home.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • David
Brooks challenges us to rebalance the scales
between the focus on external success—“résumé
virtues”—and our core principles. NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE
ECONOMIST With the wisdom, humor, curiosity,
and sharp insights that have brought millions of
readers to his New York Times column and his
previous bestsellers, David Brooks has consistently
illuminated our daily lives in surprising and original
ways. In The Social Animal, he explored the
neuroscience of human connection and how we can
flourish together. Now, in The Road to Character, he
focuses on the deeper values that should inform our
lives. Looking to some of the world’s greatest
thinkers and inspiring leaders, Brooks explores how,
through internal struggle and a sense of their own
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limitations, they have built a strong inner character.
Labor activist Frances Perkins understood the need
to suppress parts of herself so that she could be an
instrument in a larger cause. Dwight Eisenhower
organized his life not around impulsive selfexpression but considered self-restraint. Dorothy
Day, a devout Catholic convert and champion of the
poor, learned as a young woman the vocabulary of
simplicity and surrender. Civil rights pioneers A.
Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin learned reticence
and the logic of self-discipline, the need to distrust
oneself even while waging a noble crusade.
Blending psychology, politics, spirituality, and
confessional, The Road to Character provides an
opportunity for us to rethink our priorities, and strive
to build rich inner lives marked by humility and moral
depth. “Joy,” David Brooks writes, “is a byproduct
experienced by people who are aiming for something
else. But it comes.” Praise for The Road to
Character “A hyper-readable, lucid, often richly
detailed human story.”—The New York Times Book
Review “This profound and eloquent book is written
with moral urgency and philosophical
elegance.”—Andrew Solomon, author of Far from the
Tree and The Noonday Demon “A powerful,
haunting book that works its way beneath your
skin.”—The Guardian “Original and eye-opening . . .
Brooks is a normative version of Malcolm Gladwell,
culling from a wide array of scientists and thinkers to
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weave an idea bigger than the sum of its
parts.”—USA Today
“[A] raucous, offensive, and sometimes amusing
CliffsNotes compilation of wars both well-known and
ignored.” —Utne Reader Self-described war nerd
Gary Brecher knows he’s not alone, that there’s a
legion of fat, lonely Americans, stuck in stupid, paperpushing desk jobs, who get off on reading about war
because they hate their lives. But Brecher writes
about war, too. War Nerd collects his most
opinionated, enraging, enlightening, and entertaining
pieces. Part war commentator, part angry humorist
a? la Bill Hicks, Brecher inveighs against pieties of
all stripes—Liberian generals, Dick Cheney, U.N.
peacekeepers, the neo-cons—and the massive
incompetence of military powers. A provocative free
thinker, he finds much to admire in the most unlikely
places, and not always for the most pacifistic
reasons: the Tamil Tigers, the Lebanese Hezbollah,
the Danes of 1,000 years ago, and so on, across the
globe and through the centuries. Crude, scatological,
un-P.C., yet deeply informed, Brecher provides a
radically different, completely unvarnished
perspective on the nature of warfare. “Military
columnist Gary Brecher’s look at contemporary war
is both offensive and illuminating. His book, War
Nerd . . . aims to explain why the best-equipped
armies in the world continue to lose battles to
peasants armed with rocks . . . Brecher’s unrefined
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voice adds something essential to the conversation.”
—Mother Jones “It’s international news coverage
with a soul and acne, not to mention a deeply
contrarian point of view.” —The Millions
Bobos in ParadiseThe New Upper Class and How
They Got ThereSimon and Schuster
An "account of the origins of the deeply divided
status quo and the people fighting for a more equal,
less myopic America"-In the early twentieth century, an exuberant brand of
gifted men and women moved to New York City, not
to get rich but to participate in a cultural revolution.
For them, the city's immigrant neighborhoods--home
to art, poetry, cafes, and cabarets in the European
tradition--provided a place where the fancies and
forms of a new America could be tested. Some
called themselves Bohemians, some members of the
avant-garde, but all took pleasure in the exotic, new,
and forbidden. In American Moderns, Christine
Stansell tells the story of the most famous of these
neighborhoods, Greenwich Village, which--thanks to
cultural icons such as Eugene O'Neill, Isadora
Duncan, and Emma Goldman--became a symbol of
social and intellectual freedom. Stansell eloquently
explains how the mixing of old and new worlds,
politics and art, and radicalism and commerce so
characteristic of New York shaped the modern
American urban scene. American Moderns is both
an examination and a celebration of a way of life
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that's been nearly forgotten.
World-renowned urbanist Richard Florida's
bestselling classic on the transformation of our cities
in the twenty-first century-now updated with a new
preface In his modern classic The Rise of the
Creative Class, urbanist Richard Florida identifies
the emergence of a new social class reshaping the
twenty-first century's economy, geography, and
workplace. This Creative Class is made up of
engineers and managers, academics and musicians,
researchers, designers, entrepreneurs and lawyers,
poets and programmer, whose work turns on the
creation of new forms. Increasingly, Florida
observes, this Creative Class determines how
workplaces are organized, which companies prosper
or go bankrupt, and which cities thrive, stagnate or
decline. Florida offers a detailed occupational,
demographic, psychological, and economic profile of
the Creative Class, examines its global impact, and
explores the factors that shape "quality of place" in
our changing cities and suburbs. Now updated with a
new preface that considers the latest developments
in our changing cities, The Rise of the Creative
Class is the definitive edition of this foundational
book on our contemporary economy.
For a century and a half, the artists and intellectuals
of Europe have scorned the bourgeoisie. And for a
millennium and a half, the philosophers and
theologians of Europe have scorned the
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marketplace. The bourgeois life, capitalism,
Mencken’s “booboisie” and David Brooks’s
“bobos”—all have been, and still are, framed as
being responsible for everything from financial to
moral poverty, world wars, and spiritual desuetude.
Countering these centuries of assumptions and
unexamined thinking is Deirdre McCloskey’s The
Bourgeois Virtues, a magnum opus that offers a
radical view: capitalism is good for us. McCloskey’s
sweeping, charming, and even humorous survey of
ethical thought and economic realities—from Plato to
Barbara Ehrenreich—overturns every assumption we
have about being bourgeois. Can you be virtuous
and bourgeois? Do markets improve ethics? Has
capitalism made us better as well as richer? Yes,
yes, and yes, argues McCloskey, who takes on
centuries of capitalism’s critics with her erudition
and sheer scope of knowledge. Applying a new
tradition of “virtue ethics” to our lives in modern
economies, she affirms American capitalism without
ignoring its faults and celebrates the bourgeois lives
we actually live, without supposing that they must be
lives without ethical foundations. High Noon, Kant,
Bill Murray, the modern novel, van Gogh, and of
course economics and the economy all come into
play in a book that can only be described as a
monumental project and a life’s work. The
Bourgeois Virtues is nothing less than a dazzling
reinterpretation of Western intellectual history, a
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dead-serious reply to the critics of capitalism—and a
surprising page-turner.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Everybody
tells you to live for a cause larger than yourself, but
how exactly do you do it? The author of The Road to
Character explores what it takes to lead a
meaningful life in a self-centered world. “Deeply
moving, frequently eloquent and extraordinarily
incisive.”—The Washington Post Every so often, you
meet people who radiate joy—who seem to know why
they were put on this earth, who glow with a kind of
inner light. Life, for these people, has often followed
what we might think of as a two-mountain shape.
They get out of school, they start a career, and they
begin climbing the mountain they thought they were
meant to climb. Their goals on this first mountain are
the ones our culture endorses: to be a success, to
make your mark, to experience personal happiness.
But when they get to the top of that mountain,
something happens. They look around and find the
view . . . unsatisfying. They realize: This wasn’t my
mountain after all. There’s another, bigger mountain
out there that is actually my mountain. And so they
embark on a new journey. On the second mountain,
life moves from self-centered to other-centered.
They want the things that are truly worth wanting, not
the things other people tell them to want. They
embrace a life of interdependence, not
independence. They surrender to a life of
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commitment. In The Second Mountain, David Brooks
explores the four commitments that define a life of
meaning and purpose: to a spouse and family, to a
vocation, to a philosophy or faith, and to a
community. Our personal fulfillment depends on how
well we choose and execute these commitments.
Brooks looks at a range of people who have lived
joyous, committed lives, and who have embraced
the necessity and beauty of dependence. He gathers
their wisdom on how to choose a partner, how to
pick a vocation, how to live out a philosophy, and
how we can begin to integrate our commitments into
one overriding purpose. In short, this book is meant
to help us all lead more meaningful lives. But it’s
also a provocative social commentary. We live in a
society, Brooks argues, that celebrates freedom, that
tells us to be true to ourselves, at the expense of
surrendering to a cause, rooting ourselves in a
neighborhood, binding ourselves to others by social
solidarity and love. We have taken individualism to
the extreme—and in the process we have torn the
social fabric in a thousand different ways. The path
to repair is through making deeper commitments. In
The Second Mountain, Brooks shows what can
happen when we put commitment-making at the
center of our lives.
By the authors of the bestselling 13th Gen, an
incisive, in-depth examination of the Millennials--the
generation born after 1982. In this remarkable
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account, certain to stir the interest of educators,
counselors, parents, and people in all types of
business as well as young people themselves, Neil
Howe and William Strauss provide the definitive
analysis of a powerful generation: the Millennials.
Having looked at oceans of data, taken their own
polls, talked to hundreds of kids, parents, and
teachers, and reflected on the rhythms of history,
Howe and Strauss explain how Millennials have
turned out to be so dramatically different from Xers
and boomers. Millennials Rising provides a
fascinating narrative of America's next great
generation.
The Indignities of Coach Class, the Torments of Low
Thread Count, the Never-Ending Quest for Artisanal
Olive Oil, and Other First World Problems David
Rakoff’s collection of autobiographical essays,
Fraud, established him as one of our funniest, most
insightful writers. In Don’t Get Too Comfortable,
Rakoff journeys into the land of plenty that is
contemporary North America. Rarely have greed,
vanity, selfishness, and vapidity been so mercilessly
and wittily portrayed. Whether contrasting the
elegance of one of the last flights of the supersonic
Concorde with the good times and chicken wings of
Hooters Air, portraying the rarified universe of Paris
fashion shows where an evening dress can cost as
much as four years of college, or traveling to a
private island off the coast of Belize to watch a softPage 11/26
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core Playboy TV shoot, where he is provided with his
very own personal manservant, David Rakoff takes
us on a bitingly funny grand tour of our culture of
excess, delving into the manic getting and spending
that defines the North American way of life.
Somewhere along the line, our healthy self-regard
has exploded into obliterating narcissism, and Rakoff
is there to map that frontier. He sits through the
grotesqueries of “avant garde” vaudeville in Times
Square immediately following 9/11. Twenty days
without food allows him to experience firsthand the
wonders of “detoxification,” and the frozen world of
cryonics, whose promise of eternal life is the ultimate
status symbol, leaves him very cold indeed (much to
our good fortune). At once a Wildean satire of our
ridiculous culture of overconsumption and a plea for
a little human decency, Don’t Get Too Comfortable
is a bitingly funny grand tour of our special circle of
gilded-age hell.
Reveals that many Americans share the same
opinions and values about middle class society
Brooks (history, U. of London) focuses on internal
politics and such figures as Chamberlain, Balfour,
Lloyd George, Asquith, and Churchill, but also
describes the social and economic context of
challenges to free trade, the New Poor Law, the
House of Lords, and the Irish Union; and the rise of
organized labor and the feminist movement. A
succinct treatment that includes 20 documents from
Page 12/26

Online Library Bobos In Paradise The New Upper
Class And How They Got There David Brooks
the period. Suitable as an undergraduate textbook.
Distributed in the US by St. Martin's Press.
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR
Karl Taro Greenfeld, author of the acclaimed memoir
Boy Alone, delivers a stylish first novel about a group
of families in a fashionable Manhattan neighborhood
wrestling with the dark realities of their lives. A book
reminiscent of Tom Rachman’s The Imperfectionists
and Jennifer Egan’s A Visit from the Goon Squad,
Greenfeld’s Triburbia is a bold literary tour de force
in which the author renders New York City’s vibrant
and affluent Tribeca neighborhood as a living
breathing, character, much like Armistead Maupin
did with San Francisco in his acclaimed Tales of the
City. Winner of the PEN/O Henry Prize, Greenfeld
dazzles as a debut novelist, marking the beginning
of a brilliant career in long-form literary fiction.
This book searches for the origins of modern
thinking in one of the best-known stories of our
cultural heritage. By applying institutional and
constitutional economics to biblical interpretation, it
uses new approach to reconstruct the Paradise
story. The author challenges the old conceptual
dualism between economics and
theology/philosophy.
A bestseller in hardcover, "The Cultural Creatives"
explores a new subculture: people whose values
embrace a curiosity and concern for the world, its
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ecosystem, and its peoples. 16 charts.
The secret to happiness, longevity, and living on is
through mentoring the next generation In How to
Live Forever, Encore.org founder and CEO Marc
Freedman tells the story of his thirty-year quest to
answer some of contemporary life's most urgent
questions: With so many living so much longer, what
is the meaning of the increasing years beyond 50?
How can a society with more older people than
younger ones thrive? How do we find happiness
when we know life is long and time is short? In a
poignant book that defies categorization, Freedman
finds insights by exploring purpose and generativity,
digging into the drive for longevity and the perils of
age segregation, and talking to social innovators
across the globe bringing the generations together
for mutual benefit. He finds wisdom in stories from
young and old, featuring ordinary people and icons
like jazz great Clark Terry and basketball legend
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. But the answers also come
from stories of Freedman's own mentors-a sawmill
worker turned surrogate grandparent, a university
administrator who served as Einstein's driver, a
cabinet secretary who won the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, and the gym teacher who was Freedman's
father. How to Live Forever is a deeply personal call
to find fulfillment and happiness in our longer lives by
connecting with the next generation and forging a
legacy of love that lives beyond us.
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With its wry portrayal of a shallow, materialistic
'leisure class' obsessed by clothes, cars, consumer
goods and climbing the social ladder, this withering
satire on modern capitalism is as pertinent today as
when it was written over a century ago.
Spot the difference is an amazing activity that boosts
your child's fine-ground perception. Fine-ground
perception is the skill that would allow children to see
in-between the negative spaces. This makes it
possible to locate hidden objects, which is an
important element to learning math and reading.
Don't forget to checkout with a copy of this activity
book today!
"Daniel W. Drezner's The Ideas Industry traces the
trajectory of the public intellectual from the early 20th
century to its present form of the "thought leader." It
will reshape our understanding of contemporary
public intellectual life in America and the West"-This book provides selections from the seminal
works of Karl Marx, Max Weber, W.E.B. Du Bois,
and Charlotte Perkins Gilman that reveal some of
the reasons why class, race, and gender inequalities
have proven very adaptive and can flourish even
today in the 21st century.
Named for the ironic coincidence of the Irish baby
boom of the 1970s, which peaked nine months to the
day after Pope John Paul II’s historic visit to Dublin,
The Pope’s Children is both a celebration and
bitingly funny portrait of the first generation of the
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Celtic Tiger—the beneficiaries of the economic
miracle that propelled Ireland from centuries of
deprivation into a nation that now enjoys one of the
highest living standards in the world.
One of "our most insightful social observers"* cracks
the great political mystery of our time: how
conservatism, once a marker of class privilege,
became the creed of millions of ordinary Americans
With his acclaimed wit and acuity, Thomas Frank
turns his eye on what he calls the "thirty-year
backlash"—the populist revolt against a supposedly
liberal establishment. The high point of that backlash
is the Republican Party's success in building the
most unnatural of alliances: between blue-collar
Midwesterners and Wall Street business interests,
workers and bosses, populists and right-wingers. In
asking "what 's the matter with Kansas?"—how a
place famous for its radicalism became one of the
most conservative states in the union—Frank, a
native Kansan and onetime Republican, seeks to
answer some broader American riddles: Why do so
many of us vote against our economic interests?
Where's the outrage at corporate manipulators? And
whatever happened to middle-American
progressivism? The questions are urgent as well as
provocative. Frank answers them by examining pop
conservatism—the bestsellers, the radio talk shows,
the vicious political combat—and showing how our
long culture wars have left us with an electorate far
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more concerned with their leaders' "values" and
down-home qualities than with their stands on hard
questions of policy. A brilliant analysis—and funny to
boot—What's the Matter with Kansas? presents a
critical assessment of who we are, while telling a
remarkable story of how a group of frat boys,
lawyers, and CEOs came to convince a nation that
they spoke on behalf of the People. *Los Angeles
Times
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER With
unequaled insight and brio, New York Times
columnist David Brooks has long explored and
explained the way we live. Now Brooks turns to the
building blocks of human flourishing in a
multilayered, profoundly illuminating work grounded
in everyday life. This is the story of how success
happens, told through the lives of one composite
American couple, Harold and Erica. Drawing on a
wealth of current research from numerous
disciplines, Brooks takes Harold and Erica from
infancy to old age, illustrating a fundamental new
understanding of human nature along the way: The
unconscious mind, it turns out, is not a dark, vestigial
place, but a creative one, where most of the brain’s
work gets done. This is the realm where character is
formed and where our most important life decisions
are made—the natural habitat of The Social Animal.
Brooks reveals the deeply social aspect of our minds
and exposes the bias in modern culture that
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overemphasizes rationalism, individualism, and IQ.
He demolishes conventional definitions of success
and looks toward a culture based on trust and
humility. The Social Animal is a moving intellectual
adventure, a story of achievement and a defense of
progress. It is an essential book for our time—one
that will have broad social impact and will change
the way we see ourselves and the world.
Buying (RED) products—from Gap T-shirts to
Apple—to fight AIDS. Drinking a “Caring Cup” of
coffee at the Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf to support fair
trade. Driving a Toyota Prius to fight global warming.
All these commonplace activities point to a central
feature of contemporary culture: the most common
way we participate in social activism is by buying
something. Roopali Mukherjee and Sarah BanetWeiser have gathered an exemplary group of
scholars to explore this new landscape through a
series of case studies of “commodity activism.”
Drawing from television, film, consumer activist
campaigns, and cultures of celebrity and corporate
patronage, the essays take up examples such as the
Dove “Real Beauty” campaign, sex positive retail
activism, ABC’s Extreme Home Makeover, and
Angelina Jolie as multinational celebrity missionary.
Exploring the complexities embedded in
contemporary political activism, Commodity Activism
reveals the workings of power and resistance as well
as citizenship and subjectivity in the neoliberal era.
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Refusing to simply position politics in opposition to
consumerism, this collection teases out the
relationships between material cultures and political
subjectivities, arguing that activism may itself be
transforming into a branded commodity.
In one of the most unprecedented developments in
the history of national politics, George W. Bush
abruptly emerged to lead all presidential aspirants in
the national polls for the 2000 election. Yet voters
know very little about the man, beyond his famous
name and his place in one of the nation's most
powerful political dynasties. First Son is a true,
riveting family saga about extraordinary power and
politics in America and in the unharnessed state--a
state of mind--called Texas. The story begins with
the turn-of-the-century emergence of the influential
Bush-Walker clan and of Prescott Bush, the
Connecticut patrician who ingrained in his family an
ethos that continues to exert influence on his son,
former President George Bush, and his grandsons,
George W. and Jeb. How these scions of the Bush
dynasty struggle to live up to their enduring legacy is
the central theme of this colorful and perceptive
portrait the first authentative book on the governor of
Texas. In the past year, award-winning Texas writer
Bill Minutaglio has met with George W. Bush and
interviewed dozens of people close to him, from his
brother Governor Jeb Bush of Florida to uncles and
cousins, from current and former political advisers to
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high-ranking insiders from his father's years in the
White House. Fraternity buddies, political operatives,
George W.'s employers, and even ardent critics of
the Bush family bring this story to life--from the
society circles in his native Connecticut to the family
compound in Maine to the backwaters of his adopted
Texas. The result is a book that is nuanced,
insightful, and surprising in the contradictions and
complexities it reveals about this man. First Son
vividly reconstructs George W. Bush's boardingschool days at one of the country's most exclusive
institutions; his tenure in one of Yale's secret
societies and as president of his unfettered fraternity;
his attempts to follow his family's million-dollar path
into the wide-open Texas oil patch; his role in major
league baseball as the public face and head
cheerleader for the Texas Rangers; and, finally, his
rise to governor of Texas and national political force,
executed with more hard-edged calculation than
many people realize. Written with precision, verve,
and fair-minded balanace, First Son will be the
political story of 2000--the eye-opening tale of a
natural-born politician.
A denunciation of the credentialed elite class that
serves capitalism while insisting on its own
progressive heroism Professional Managerial Class
(PMC) elite workers labor in a world of performative
identity and virtue signaling, publicizing an ability to
do ordinary things in fundamentally superior ways.
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Author Catherine Liu shows how the PMC stands in
the way of social justice and economic redistribution
by promoting meritocracy, philanthropy, and other
self-serving operations to abet an individualist path
to a better world. Virtue Hoarders is an
unapologetically polemical call to reject making a
virtue out of taste and consumption habits.
Forerunners: Ideas First is a thought-in-process
series of breakthrough digital publications. Written
between fresh ideas and finished books,
Forerunners draws on scholarly work initiated in
notable blogs, social media, conference plenaries,
journal articles, and the synergy of academic
exchange. This is gray literature publishing: where
intense thinking, change, and speculation take place
in scholarship.
Do you believe that spending $15,000 on a media
center is vulgar, but that spending $15,000 on a
slate shower stall is a sign that you are at one with
the Zenlike rhythms of nature? Do you work for one
of those visionary software companies where people
come to work wearing hiking boots and glacier
glasses, as if a wall of ice were about to come sliding
through the parking lot? If so, you might be a Bobo.
In his bestselling work of "comic sociology," David
Brooks coins a new word, Bobo, to describe today's
upper class -- those who have wed the bourgeois
world of capitalist enterprise to the hippie values of
the bohemian counterculture. Their hybrid lifestyle is
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the atmosphere we breathe, and in this witty and
serious look at the cultural consequences of the
information age, Brooks has defined a new
generation.
How the leisure class has been replaced by a new
elite, and how their consumer habits affect us all In
today’s world, the leisure class has been replaced
by a new elite. Highly educated and defined by
cultural capital rather than income bracket, these
individuals earnestly buy organic, carry NPR tote
bags, and breast-feed their babies. They care about
discreet, inconspicuous consumption—like eating freerange chicken and heirloom tomatoes, wearing
organic cotton shirts and TOMS shoes, and listening
to the Serial podcast. They use their purchasing
power to hire nannies and housekeepers, to cultivate
their children’s growth, and to practice yoga and
Pilates. In The Sum of Small Things, Elizabeth
Currid-Halkett dubs this segment of society “the
aspirational class” and discusses how, through deft
decisions about education, health, parenting, and
retirement, the aspirational class reproduces wealth
and upward mobility, deepening the ever-wider class
divide. Exploring the rise of the aspirational class,
Currid-Halkett considers how much has changed
since the 1899 publication of Thorstein Veblen’s
Theory of the Leisure Class. In that inflammatory
classic, which coined the phrase “conspicuous
consumption,” Veblen described upper-class
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frivolities: men who used walking sticks for show,
and women who bought silver flatware despite the
effectiveness of cheaper aluminum utensils. Now,
Currid-Halkett argues, the power of material goods
as symbols of social position has diminished due to
their accessibility. As a result, the aspirational class
has altered its consumer habits away from overt
materialism to more subtle expenditures that reveal
status and knowledge. And these transformations
influence how we all make choices. With a rich
narrative and extensive interviews and research, The
Sum of Small Things illustrates how cultural capital
leads to lifestyle shifts and what this forecasts, not
just for the aspirational class but for everyone.
In his "remarkable" (Men's Journal) and "controversial"
(Fortune) book -- written in a "wry, amusing style" (The
Guardian) -- Bruce Cannon Gibney shows how America
was hijacked by the Boomers, a generation whose
reckless self-indulgence degraded the foundations of
American prosperity. In A Generation of Sociopaths,
Gibney examines the disastrous policies of the most
powerful generation in modern history, showing how the
Boomers ruthlessly enriched themselves at the expense
of future generations. Acting without empathy, prudence,
or respect for facts--acting, in other words, as
sociopaths--the Boomers turned American dynamism
into stagnation, inequality, and bipartisan fiasco. The
Boomers have set a time bomb for the 2030s, when
damage to Social Security, public finances, and the
environment will become catastrophic and possibly
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irreversible--and when, not coincidentally, Boomers will
be dying off. Gibney argues that younger generations
have a fleeting window to hold the Boomers accountable
and begin restoring America.
Originally published as: Bobos in Paradise: the new
upper class and how they got there. c2000; and: On
Paradise Drive: how we live now (and always have) in
the future tense. c2004.
Nonfiction from Malcolm Gladwell, Francine Prose,
Jonathan Franzen, and more: “There is not a dud in the
bunch. [An] exhilarating collection.” —Publishers Weekly
(starred review) Whether a personal reflection on a
wife’s decline from Alzheimer’s, a critique of the
overdiagnosis of mood disorders, a lighthearted look at
menopause, a friend’s commentary on David Foster
Wallace’s heartbreaking suicide, or a memoir of
teaching underprivileged children, this collection
highlights the best essays of the year with contributions
from: Benjamin Anastas • Marcia Angell • Miah Arnold •
Geoffrey Bent • Robert Boyers • Dudley Clendinen •
Paul Collins • Mark Doty • Mark Edmundson • Joseph
Epstein • Jonathan Franzen • Malcolm Gladwell • Peter
Hessler • Ewa Hryniewicz-Yarbrough • Garret Keizer •
David J. Lawless • Alan Lightman • Sandra Tsing Loh •
Ken Murray • Francine Prose • Richard Sennett •
Lauren Slater • Jose Antonio Vargas • Wesley Yang “A
trove of fine writing on big issues.” —Kirkus Reviews
The author of the acclaimed bestseller Bobos in
Paradise, which hilariously described the upscale
American culture, takes a witty look at how being
American shapes us, and how America's suburban
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civilization will shape the world's future. Take a look at
Americans in their natural habitat. You see suburban
guys at Home Depot doing that special manly, waddling
walk that American men do in the presence of large
amounts of lumber; super-efficient ubermoms who chair
school auctions, organize the PTA, and weigh less than
their children; workaholic corporate types boarding
airplanes while talking on their cell phones in a sort of
panic because they know that when the door closes they
have to turn their precious phone off and it will be like
somebody stepped on their trachea. Looking at all this,
you might come to the conclusion that we Americans are
not the most profound people on earth. Indeed, there are
millions around the world who regard us as the great
bimbos of the globe: hardworking and fun, but also
materialistic and spiritually shallow. They've got a point.
As you drive through the sprawling suburbs or eat in the
suburban chain restaurants (which if they merged would
be called Chili's Olive Garden Hard Rock Outback
Cantina), questions do occur. Are we really as shallow
as we look? Is there anything that unites us across the
divides of politics, race, class, and geography? What
does it mean to be American? Well, mentality matters,
and sometimes mentality is all that matters. As diverse
as we are, as complacent as we sometimes seem,
Americans are united by a common mentality, which we
have inherited from our ancestors and pass on,
sometimes unreflectingly, to our kids. We are united by
future-mindedness. We see the present from the vantage
point of the future. We are tantalized, at every second of
every day, by the awareness of grand possibilities ahead
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of us, by the bounty we can realize just over the next
ridge. This mentality leads us to work feverishly hard,
move more than any other people on earth, switch jobs,
switch religions. It makes us anxious and optimistic,
manic and discombobulating. Even in the superficiality of
modern suburban life, there is some deeper impulse still
throbbing in the heart of average Americans. That
impulse is the subject of this book.
From the influential and hugely popular "New York
Times" columnist and bestselling author of "Bobos in
Paradise" comes a landmark exploration of how human
beings and communities succeed.
A guide to bourgeois bohemianism describes the social
class' attitudes towards consumption, business,
intellectualism, pleasure, spiritual life, and politics.
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