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Ex Combatants And The Post Conflict State Challenges Of Reintegration
This book investigates demobilisation, disarmament and reintegration (DDR) in Colombia during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The
six large peace processes and amnesties that took place in Colombia over this period were nation-led, providing an interesting case study for
the wider DDR literature, which has historically focused on Africa and Asia. The continuous process of creating and demobilising illegal
armed groups has been pivotal in building the Colombian state. Although the peace settlements and amnesties have brought renewed cycles
of violence, they have also been key to the negotiation of democracy and citizenship rights for both ex-combatants and wider sectors of the
population. Here the author analyses the role of DDR programmes in building state and citizenship. Comparing DDR during Alvaro Uribe’s
presidency and the peace process with the FARC guerrilla under the presidency of Juan Manuel Santos, the book draws on extensive
fieldwork conducted with local authorities, officers on the ground and ex-combatants themselves. It details the process of creating and
implementing DDR policy and explores the difficulties, challenges and security dilemmas ex-combatants may face in integrating within a postconflict society in social, economic and political dimensions. Bringing us right up to date with the implementation of the FARC's peace
process and the challenges ahead in the reintegration of ex-combatants under a new president, this book will be of interest to scholars and
researchers of politics and development in Colombia, and to those with an interest in peace-building, state-building and DDR in other
countries and conflicts.
This study seeks to critically assess an alternative approach to reintegrating ex-combatants into the Local Economic Development (LED)
process, using the experiences of other African countries. It also offers practitioners guidance on how planners might successfully address
the challenges of reintegration within the context of a Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR) programmes. The study
unpacks the role of Public Works Projects in a post-war torn society for this purpose. The strength of Public Works Projects in a post-conflict
society lies on the fact that these projects aim to provide rapid and visible relief for the reintegration of ex-combatants and/or other socially
marginalised people into civil society. Public Works Projects build the capacity of communities for development, keeping the marginalised
members productive and self-reliant in the new society in which they find themselves.
"Though conflict has been the focus of much academic attention, the processes of recovering from war and conflict have been little studied.
Confusion still exists as to whether post-war reconstruction is concerned with relief or development, with physical rebuilding, economic
recovery, social reintegration or political reconstruction. The result is an all too frequent fragmentation and waste of effort on the ground." "An
understanding of the need to plan and integrate the many different activities for reconstruction and recovery within a shared vision is therefore
crucial. The International Library of Post-war Reconstruction and Development will set out a conceptual and strategic framework for post-war
reconstruction practice, at the same time exploring and illustrating specific aspects of practice for those working in the field or training to do
so. The series will also act as a focus for a continuing dialogue between academics and practitioners at the forefront of developing the
discipline."--BOOK JACKET.
Studies of Northern Ireland's ex-combatants ignore religion, while advocates of religious interventions in transitional justice exaggerate its
influence. Using interview data with ex-combatants, this book explores religious influences upon violence and peace, and develops a model
for evaluating the role of religion in transitional justice.
Reintegration programmes for ex-combatants are supposed to support the wider peace process. This study, based on detailed fieldwork,
looks at the way they were carried out in Sierra Leone and Liberia and assesses the degree to which they were conducted in a participatory
way.
This volume examines the causes and purposes of 'post-conflict' violence. The end of a war is generally expected to be followed by an end to
collective violence, as the term ‘post-conflict’ that came into general usage in the 1990s signifies. In reality, however, various forms of
deadly violence continue, and sometimes even increase after the big guns have been silenced and a peace agreement signed. Explanations
for this and other kinds of violence fall roughly into two broad categories – those that stress the legacies of the war and those that focus on
the conditions of the peace. There are significant gaps in the literature, most importantly arising from the common premise that there is one,
predominant type of post-war situation. This ‘post-war state’ is often endowed with certain generic features that predispose it towards
violence, such as a weak state, criminal elements generated by the war-time economy, demobilized but not demilitarized or reintegrated excombatants, impunity and rapid liberalization. The premise of this volume differs. It argues that features which constrain or encourage
violence stack up in ways to create distinct and different types of post-war environments. Critical factors that shape the post-war environment
in this respect lie in the war-to-peace transition itself, above all the outcome of the war in terms of military and political power and its
relationship to social hierarchies of power, normative understandings of the post-war order, and the international context. This book will of
much interest to students of war and conflict studies, peacebuilding and IR/Security Studies in general.
World Bank Discussion Paper No. 331. With the assistance of Emilio Mondo, Taimi Sitari, and Tadesse A. Woldu. Provides a detailed
analysis of the intricate nature of the political, economic, and sociocultural issues that arise during the transition from war to peace in
Ethiopia, Namibia, and Uganda. These countries offer a unique range of conditions and program models, as well as a variety of successes
and failures from which to learn. A recently released overview, The Transition from War to Peace in Sub-Saharan Africa (Stock no. 13581;
ISBN 0-8213-3581-2), is based on these country studies and a synthesis of reports of demobilization and reintegration programs in several
other countries.

This book explores the contours of women's involvement in the Irish Republican Army, political protest and the prison experience
in Northern Ireland. Through the voices of female and male combatants, it demonstrates that women remained marginal in the
examination of imprisonment during the Conflict and in the negotiated peace process. However, the book shows that women
performed a number of roles in war and peace that placed constructions of femininity in dissent. Azrini Wahidin argues that the
role of the female combatant is not given but ambiguous. She indicates that a tension exists between different conceptualisations
of societal security, where female combatants both fought against societal insecurity posed by the state and contributed to internal
societal dissonance within their ethno-national groups. This book tackles the lacunae that has created a disturbing silence and an
absence of a comprehensive understanding of women combatants, which includes knowledge of their motivations, roles and
experiences. It will be of particular interest to scholars of criminology, politics and peace studies.
The book examines how ex-combatants in post-war and peacebuilding settings engage in politics, as seen in the case of Liberia.
The political mobilization of former combatants after war is often perceived as a threat, ultimately undermining the security and
stability of the state. This book questions this simplified view and argues that understanding the political voice of former
combatants is imperative. Their post-war role is not black and white; they are not just bad or good citizens, but rather engage in
multiple political roles: spoilers, victims, disengaged, beneficiaries, as well as motivated and active citizens. By looking at the
political attitudes and values of former combatants, and their understanding of how politics functions, the book sheds new light on
the political reintegration of ex-combatants. It argues that political reintegration needs to be given serious attention at the microlevel, but also needs to be scrutinized in two ways: first, through the level of political involvement, which reflects the extent and
width of the ex-combatants’ voice. Second, in order to make sense of political reintegration, we also need to uncover what values
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and norms inform their political involvement. The content of their political voice is captured through a comparison with democratic
ideals. Based on interviews with over 100 Liberian ex-combatants, the book highlights that their relationship with politics overall
should be characterized as an expression of a 'politics of affection'. This book will be of much interest to students of peacebuilding,
African politics, democratization, political sociology, conflict resolution and IR/Security Studies in general.
This book is the first to study the over-time effect of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) process on people’s attitudes
towards peace. Focusing on the Solomon Islands TRC process.
Why do some post-civil war states establish a durable peace while others remain stuck in a cycle of violence? Post-civil war states
have many obstacles to overcome even after an agreement for peace is reached. Ex-combatants often threaten the legitimacy of
the post-conflict government, therefore threatening the overall stability in the state. A solution to this threat becoming popular for
use in post-civil war states is implementing disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) programs. DDR programs
function to first reduce the physical threat of ex-combatants and then streamline their transition back into society. There are many
other mechanisms available for post-conflict governments to implement in order to pursue justice and establish peace, often
referred to as transitional justice mechanisms. These mechanisms include amnesty (impunity), exiles (forced or voluntary retreat of
individuals from a certain side of the conflict from the country), prosecutions (judicial accountability measures), purges (removing
individuals from a certain side of the conflict from public office positions), reparations (providing resources or support for victims of
the conflict), and truth commissions (an extrajudicial process that aims to get the full story of the conflict). I am interested in the
potential for DDR programs and transitional justice mechanisms to interact in ways that reduce the likelihood of conflict recurrence
in post-civil war states. Since it has been found that focusing on reconciliation in the context of transitional justice yields the best
results, I conduct a Cox Proportional Hazards model, complimented by a case study on the conflict in Colombia, to see if this logic
holds true with DDR programs. I find that post-civil war states which implement both a DDR program and at least one grievancemotivated transitional justice mechanism have a lower likelihood of returning to conflict than those that do not.
In Monrovia Modern Danny Hoffman uses the ruins of four iconic modernist buildings in Monrovia, Liberia, as a way to explore the
relationship between the built environment and political imagination. Hoffman shows how the E. J. Roye tower and the Hotel Africa
luxury resort, as well as the unfinished Ministry of Defense and Liberia Broadcasting System buildings, transformed during the
urban warfare of the 1990s from symbols of the modernist project of nation-building to reminders of the challenges Monrovia's
residents face. The transient lives of these buildings' inhabitants, many of whom are ex-combatants, prevent them from making
place-based claims to a right to the city and hinder their ability to think of ways to rebuild and repurpose their built environment.
Featuring nearly 100 of Hoffman's color photographs, Monrovia Modern is situated at the intersection of photography, architecture,
and anthropology, mapping out the possibilities and limits for imagining an urban future in Monrovia and beyond.
In the aftermath of the Liberian civil war, groups of ex-combatants seized control of natural resource enclaves in the rubber,
diamond, and timber sectors. With some of them threatening a return to war, these groups were widely viewed as the most
significant threats to Liberia's hard-won peace. Building on fieldwork and socio-historical analysis, this book shows how extralegal
groups are driven to provide basic governance goods in their bid to create a stable commercial environment. This is a story about
how their livelihood strategies merged with the opportunities of Liberia's post-war political economy. But it is also a context-specific
story that is rooted in the country's geography, its history of state-making, and its social and political practices. This volume
demonstrates that extralegal groups do not emerge in a vacuum. In areas of limited statehood, where the state is weak and
political authority is contested, where rule of law is corrupted and government distrust runs deep, extralegal groups can provide
order and dispute resolution, forming the basic kernel of the state. This logic counters the prevailing 'spoiler' narrative, forcing us to
reimagine non-state actors and recast their roles as incidental statebuilders in the evolutionary process of state-making. This leads
to a broader argument: it is trade, rather than war, that drives contemporary statebuilding. Along the way, this book poses some
uncomfortable questions about what it means to be legitimately governed, whether our trust in states is ultimately misplaced,
whether entrenched corruption is the most likely post-conflict outcome, and whether our expectations of international
peacebuilding and statebuilding are ultimately self-defeating.
This book explores the conditions under which non-state armed groups (NSAGs) participate in post-war security and political
governance. The text offers a comprehensive approach to post-war security transition processes based on five years of
participatory research with local experts and representatives of former non-state armed groups. It analyses the successes and
limits of peace negotiations, demobilisation, arms management, political or security sector integration, socio-economic
reintegration and state reform from the direct point of view of conflict stakeholders who have been central participants in ongoing
and past peacebuilding processes. Challenging common perceptions of ex-combatants as "spoilers" or "passive recipients of aid",
the various contributors examine the post-war transitions of these individuals from state challengers to peacebuilding agents. The
book concludes on a cross-country comparative analysis of the main research findings and the ways in which they may facilitate a
participatory, inclusive and gender-sensitive peacebuilding strategy. Post-War Security Transitions will be of much interest to
students of peacebuilding, security governance, war and conflict studies, political violence and IR in general.

Much has been written about reintegration of ex-combatants in a traditional or conventional disarmament, demobilisation
and reintegration (DDR) programme. This volume examines reintegration of ex-combatants in a un-conventional DDR in
which a cash-based scheme replaced a reintegration programme. It uncovers the dilemmas surrounding the unconventional DDR programme in Nepal, situating the phenomena in the divisive politics of war to peace transition.
Drawing on the narratives and perceptions of ex-combatants and their families, the volume provides a compelling
analysis of why some ex-combatants reintegrate socially and economically better than others at the end of a war.
Analysing the consequences and effects of reintegration of Maoist ex-combatants in the post-conflict peace and security,
the volume argues that cash-based schemed in DDR programme can pacify ex-combatants and de-politicise a DDR
programme but cash alone can not reintegrate ex-combatants.
This book sheds new light on the important but diverse roles of women in the civil war in Nepal (1996-2006), and the postconflict reconstruction period (2006-2016). Engaging critically with the women, peace and security literature, Women,
Peace and Security in Nepal questions the potential of peace processes to become a window of opportunity for women’s
empowerment, while insisting on the vital importance of a gender perspective in the study of conflict, security and peace.
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After the signing of the 2006 Comprehensive Peace Accord, Nepal experienced a huge leap in women’s political
representation in the subsequent Constituent Assembly, often portrayed as a landmark victory for women’s
empowerment in the context of South Asia. Nepali women’s mobilization played a key role in this success story, though
similar mobilization has failed to produce the same outcomes elsewhere in South Asia. How does Nepal differ from the
other cases? Presenting studies of war-time and post-conflict Nepal through a gender lens, this book critically assesses
the argument that war and peacebuilding can add momentum to the transformation of gender roles. Contributing new
knowledge on women’s disempowerment and empowerment in conflict and peacebuilding, the book also offers insights
for contemporary debate on gender and political change in conflict-affected societies. This book will be of great interest to
students of peace and conflict studies, gender security, South Asia and international relations in general, as well as policymakers and NGOs.
Présentation de l'éditeur : "This book seeks to refine our understanding of transitional justice and peacebuilding, and longterm security and reintegration challenges after violent conflicts. As recent events following political change during the socalled 'Arab Spring' demonstrate, demands for accountability often follow or attend conflict and political transition. While,
traditionally, much literature and many practitioners highlighted tensions between peacebuilding and justice, recent
research and practice demonstrates a turn away from the supposed 'peace vs justice' dilemma. This volume examines
the complex, often contradictory but sometimes complementary relationship between peacebuilding and transitional
justice through the lenses of the increased emphasis on victim-centred approaches to justice and the widespread
practices of disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) of excombatants. While recent volumes have sought
to address either DDR or victim-centred approaches to justice, none has sought to make connections between the two,
much less to place them in the larger context of the increasing linkages between transitional justice and peacebuilding .
This book will be of much interest to students of transitional justice, peacebuilding, human rights, war and conflict studies,
security studies and IR."
This book compares post-civil war societies to look at the presence or absence of organized violence, analysing why
some ex-combatants return to organised violence and others do not. Even though former fighters have been identified as
a major source of insecurity, there have been few efforts to systematically examine why some ex-combatants re-engage
in organized violence, while others do not. This book compares the presence or absence of organized violence in
different ex-combatant communities – former fighters that used to belong to the same armed faction and who share a
common, horizontal identity based on shared war-and peacetime experiences – in the Republic of Congo (ex-Cobras,
Cocoyes and Ninjas) and Sierra Leone (ex-Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, Civil Defense Force and Revolutionary
United Front). The main determinants of ex-combatant violence are whether former fighters have access to elites and to
second-tier individuals – such as former mid-level commanders – who can act as intermediaries between the two. By
utilizing relationships based on selective incentives and social networks, these two kinds of remobilizers are able to
generate the needed enticements and feelings of affinity, trust or fear to convince ex-combatants to resort to arms. These
findings demonstrate that the outbreak of ex-combatant violence can only be understood by more clearly incorporating an
actor perspective, focusing on three levels of analysis: the elite, midlevel and grass-root. This book will be of much
interest to students of peacebuilding, civil wars, post-conflict reconstruction, war and conflict studies, security studies and
IR.
Reintegration programmes for ex-combatants are supposed to support the wider peace process. This study looks at the
way they were carried out in Sierra Leone and Liberia and assesses the degree to which they were conducted in a
participatory way. To a large extent, ex-combatants felt that they had received unreliable information and had been
afforded little input in the process. Others, whose experience had been more participatory, were faring better in terms of
work, economic situation and community relations. Reintegration of Ex-Combatants After Conflict is based on detailed
interviews with a wide range of stakeholders, and on a survey and focus group discussions with ex-combatants. Their
voices are clearly heard, in both the qualitative and quantitative data. Kilroy explores the important implications for the
effect of reintegration programmes on the wider peacebuilding project. Social capital, which affects the peace process, is
also highlighted, as the extent to which this can be created or undermined depends on the way the programmes were
conducted. Kilroy's insightful study will appeal to all those with an interest in conflict resolution, post-war recovery, and
development.
This book provides a critical analysis of the reintegration challenges facing ex-combatants. Based on extensive field
research, it includes detailed case studies of ex-combatant reintegration in Namibia, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, and
Liberia.
A detailed examination of the nature of post-conflict society and youth violence, with important implications for
peacebuilding and post-conflict recovery.
This edited volume illuminates the role of women in violence to demonstrate that gender is a key component of discourse on conflict and
peace. Through an examination of theory and practice of women's participation in violent conflicts, the book makes the argument that both
conflict and post-conflict situations are gender insensitive.
Reconciliation between political antagonists who went to war against each other is not a natural process. Hostility toward an enemy only
slowly abates and the political resolution of a conflict is not necessarily followed by the immediate pacification of society and reconciliation
among individuals. Under what conditions can a combatant be brought to understand the motivations of his enemies, consider them as
equals, and develop a new relationship, going so far as to even forgive them? By comparing the experiences of veterans of the South African
and Franco-Algerian conflicts, Laetitia Bucaille seeks to answer this question. She begins by putting the postconflict and postcolonial order
that characterizes South Africa, France, and Algeria into perspective, examining how each country provided symbolic and material rewards to
the veterans and how past conflict continues to shape the present. Exploring the narratives of ex-combatants, Bucaille also fosters an
understanding of their intimate experiences as well as their emotions of pride, loss, and guilt. In its comparative analysis of South Africa and
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Algeria, Making Peace with Your Enemy reveals a paradox. In Algeria, the rhetoric of the regime is characterized by resentment toward
colonizing France but relations between individuals Reconciliationare warm. However, in South Africa, democratization was based on official
reconciliation but distance and wariness between whites and blacks prevail. Despite these differences, Bucaille argues, South African,
Algerian, and French ex-adversaries face a similar challenge: how to extricate oneself from colonial domination and the violence of war in
order to build relationships based on trust.
The leadership of the TPLF during Ethiopia's civil war and their military victory over the Derg was successful for a variety of reasons. In
addition to overthrowing the Derg, the TPLF efficiently organized the involvement of various members of the society during the struggle. The
involvement of women in the TPLF was an important policy decision and women's contributions to the TPLF's success are an undeniable
fact. Nevertheless, the lack of scholarly research on former women combatants and their experiences before, during and after the war has
inadvertently written women out of Ethiopian history. This book addressed this omission, using a semi-structured interview to analyze the
narratives of 20 women ex-combatants living in Addis Ababa from a feminist theoretical standpoint.
Even when armed conflicts formally end, the transition to peace is not clear-cut. This comprehensive volume explores the mounting evidence
which suggests that it is rather ‘unlikely to see a clean break from violence to consent, from theft to production, from repression to
democracy, or from impunity to accountability’. The authors analyse the complex endeavour of transitioning out of war, studying how it is
often interrelated with other transformations such as changes in the political regime (democratisation) and in the economy (opening of
markets to globalisation). They explore how, in the same way as wars and conflicts reflect the societies they befall, post-war orders may
replicate and perpetuate some of the drivers of war-related violence, such as high levels of instability, institutional fragility, corruption, and
inequality. This book thus suggests that, even in the absence of a formal relapse into war and the re-mobilisation of former insurgents, many
transitional contexts are marked by the steady and ongoing reconfiguration of criminal and illegal groups and practices. This book will be of
great interest to students and researchers of political science and peace studies. It was originally published as an online special issue of Third
World Thematics.
Life After Guns explores how ex-combatants and other post-war youth negotiated a depleted and difficult social and cultural landscape in the
years following Liberia’s fourteen-year bloody civil war. Unlike others who study child soldiers, Abby Hardgrove’s ethnography looks at both
former combatants and also the youth who were not recruited to fight. She focuses on the structural constraints and household and family
organizations that either helped or limited opportunities as these young men grew into adulthood. Whether young men fought or not, and
whether they had cultural capital before the war or not, family relations mattered a great deal in how they fared after the war.
This book develops the discourse on the experiences of ex-combatants and their transition from war to peace, from the perspective of
scholars across disciplines. Ex-combatants are often overlooked and ignored in the post-conflict search for memory and understanding,
resulting in their voice being excluded or distorted. This collection seeks to disclose something of the lived experience of ex-combatants who
have made the transition from war to peace to help to understand some of the difficulties they have encountered in social and emotional
reintegration in the wake of combat. These include: motivations and mobilizations to participation in military struggle; the material difficulties
experienced in social reintegration after the war; the emotional legacies of conflict; the discourses they utilize to reconcile their past in a
society moving forward from conflict toward peace; and ex-combatants’ subsequent engagement – or not – in peacebuilding. It also
examines the contributions that former combatants have made to post-conflict compromise, reconciliation and peacebuilding. It focusses on
male non-state actors, women, child soldiers and, unusually, state veterans, and complements previous volumes which captured the voices
of victims in Northern Ireland, South Africa and Sri Lanka. This volume speaks to those working in the areas of sociology, criminology,
security studies, politics, and international relations, and professionals working in social justice and human rights NGOs.
This book provides a critical analysis of the changing discourse and practice of post-conflict security-promoting interventions since the Cold
War, such as disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR), and security-sector reform (SSR) Although the international aid and
security sectors exhibit an expanding appetite for peace-support operations in the 21st Century, the effectiveness of such interventions are
largely untested. This book aims to fill this evidentiary gap and issues a challenge to 'conventional' approaches to security promotion as
currently conceived by military and peace-keeping forces, drawing on cutting-edge statistical and qualitative findings from war-torn areas
including Afghanistan, Timor Leste, Sudan, Uganda, Colombia and Haiti. By focusing on specific cases where the United Nations and others
have sought to contain the (presumed) sources of post-conflict violence and insecurity, it lays out a new research agenda for measuring
success or failure. This book will be of much interest to students of peacebuilding, peacekeeping, conflict resolution, conflict and development
and security studies in general.
The eleven-year civil war in Sierra Leone from 1991 to 2002 was incomprehensibly brutal—it is estimated that half of all female refugees were
raped and many thousands were killed. While the publicity surrounding sexual violence helped to create a general picture of women and girls
as victims of the conflict, there has been little effort to understand female soldiers’ involvement in, and experience of, the conflict. Female
Soldiers in Sierra Leone draws on interviews with 75 former female soldiers and over 20 local experts, providing a rare perspective on both
the civil war and post-conflict development efforts in the country. Megan MacKenzie argues that post-conflict reconstruction is a highly
gendered process, demonstrating that a clear recognition and understanding of the roles and experiences of female soldiers are central to
both understanding the conflict and to crafting effective policy for the future.
This book revisits post-Cold War Disarmament Disintegration and Reintegration (DDR) programmes in the light of previous experiences of
disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration. In the history of North America and Europe, in particular, such programmes had a major
impact on state-building, contributing to the development of the welfare state, shaping political settlements and directing government policy to
maintain social peace. The authors in this important book ask what is left of these state-building dimensions in contemporary DDR
programmes and whether the constraints imposed by international organisations on DDR programmes have more negative effects than
positive ones. The role of political leadership in DDR processes is highlighted: can bureaucratically-driven processes deliver success? Only if
political elites take full control and manage DDR programmes can there be a lasting impact on state-building. Even then, most political elites
avoid deep changes in their relationship with the veterans. Is there a chance of reshaping international intervention in such a way as to favour
the development of a 'social contract' between political elites and veterans? In taking a historical perspective, this book is unique in the
existing literature on DDR and will be essential reading for policy makers, students and scholars of conflict studies, and those working in
NGOs, particularly donor agencies. This volume was produced with the contribution of the Crisis States Research Centre (LSE).
The end of formal hostilities in any given conflict provides an opportunity to transform society in order to secure a stable peace. This book
builds on the existing feminist international relations literature as well as lessons of past cases that reinforce the importance of including
women in the post-conflict transition process, and are important to our general understanding of gender relations in the conflict and postconflict periods. Post-conflict transformation processes, including disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) programs, transitional
justice mechanisms, reconciliation measures, and legal and political reforms, which emerge after the formal hostilities end demonstrate that
war and peace impact, and are impacted by, women and men differently. By drawing on a strong theoretical framework and a number of
cases, this volume provides important insight into questions pertaining to the end of conflict and the challenges inherent in the post-conflict
transition period that are relevant to students and practitioners alike.
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