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The principles of Freemasonry are universal and relevant for everyone, whether you are a
Mason or not. In "A Masonic Journey" the author covers the application of Masonic philosophy
in everyday life. The book weaves together storytelling and traditional instructive prose to lay
out a Masonic Life Journey for Masons and non-Masons alike. This book's primary focus is on
the practical application of Freemasonry and its moral philosophy. A practical and pragmatic
approach is used to discuss symbolism and the use of allegory so that those that are not
interested in all the often whimsical mystical layers of the Craft, can still benefit from its
teachings.
For more than 500 years, the symbology of Freemasonry has fostered a secret stream of
radical ideas running just beneath the surface of popular culture today. These ideas,
illuminated by public symbols hidden in full view, have influenced and shaped the society we
have today. Despite this ongoing record of inspiration, no illustrated guide book to the basic
ideas of Masonic Symbology has even been published and the story remains mysterious—until
now. This authoritative guide reveals how this symbology has been the backdrop to key
historical events in the history of humanity from ancient times and how, in more recent times,
inspired leaders have harnessed the symbols' power to bring about change in society.
Renowned Freemasonry historian Dr. Robert Lomas takes you inside the Secret Order and
shows you how Entered Apprentices first learn their craft, and how continual exposure to these
mystical symbols can change the way you think. You'll explore the six mysterious Tracing
Boards that are at the heart of every Masonic Grand Lodge, ending with the final, most
mystical symbol, known as "the Centre." Let The Secret Power of Masonic Symbols be your
personal guide and show you how these symbols have made their indelible mark on the past,
and how they will continue to influence society in the future.
Can the ancestry of freemasonry really be traced back to the Knights Templar? Is the image of
the eye in a triangle on the back of the dollar bill one of its cryptic signs? Is there a conspiracy
that stretches through centuries and generations to align this shadow organization and its
secret rituals to world governments and religions? Myths persist and abound about the
freemasons, Margaret C. Jacob notes. But what are their origins? How has an early modern
organization of bricklayers and stonemasons aroused so much public interest? In The Origins
of Freemasonry, Jacob throws back the veil from a secret society that turns out not to have
been very secret at all. What factors contributed to the extraordinarily rapid spread of
freemasonry over the course of the eighteenth century, and why were so many of the era's
most influential figures drawn to it? Using material from the archives of leading masonic
libraries in Europe, Jacob examines masonic almanacs and pocket diaries to get closer to what
living as a freemason might have meant on a daily basis. She explores the persistent
connections between masons and nascent democratic movements, as each lodge set up a
polity where an individual's standing was meant to be based on merit, rather than on birth or
wealth, and she demonstrates, beyond any doubt, how active a role women played in the
masonic movement.
For as long as there have been Freemasons, there has been a calculated effort to disparage
and their practices. In this insightful text, masons de Hoyos and Morris explore the origins of
the anti-Masonic mindset and delve into the falsehoods on which critics have based these
perennial sentiments. Confronting opponents one at a time, the authors methodically debunk
the myths that have surrounded Freemasonry since its establishment, investigating the
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motives and misconceptions that derive antagonists to spread deceit about Masonic traditions.
Jeffers delves into Masonic history to reveal the surprising and controversial truths behind this
ancient and secretive order, from its mystery-shrouded origins in medieval Europe through its
rise in America, where Benjamin Franklin founded the first lodge.
Reveals how the art of memory is the origin of the Masonic method • Explains the classical
techniques of the art of memory, how they were reworked by hermetic thinkers during the
Renaissance, and how they contributed to the transformation of operative Freemasonry into
speculative Freemasonry • Traces the creation of speculative Freemasonry to 1637, one
hundred years earlier than previously thought • Explores how the “memory palaces” created
with the art of memory enabled access to universal knowledge as well as represented the
Masonic temple in its imaginary state In Antiquity, the art of memory was a mnemonic device
that allowed an orator, such as Cicero, to recall all the points he wished to make by associating
each of them with an image or architectural element in the site he was speaking. When this art
was rediscovered in the Renaissance, hermetic thinkers like Giordano Bruno reworked it into a
method that allowed them to acquire knowledge with the creation of “memory palaces.” The
elements of these memory palaces were not intended to trigger the memory but would actually
transform into talismanic objects with knowledge entirely new to the seeker. In this book,
Charles B. Jameux shows that this hermetic reworking of the classical art of memory was no
mystery to operative Masons, who grafted it onto their own rituals, catalyzing the
transformation of operative Masonry into speculative Masonry. He shows how the hieroglyphic
writing used during the Renaissance in the art of memory provided the groundwork for one of
the most esoteric elements of masonic practice: the grasp of the realm of image by the letter,
where symbols were “buried” within words. Using archival evidence from 17th-century
Scotland and earlier, combined with the research of modern scholars such as Frances Yates
and David Stevenson, Jameux argues that the creation of speculative Freemasonry can be
traced back 100 years earlier than conventional history records--to 1637, when the first
recorded use of the Mason’s Word appeared and with it, the first known appearance of the
symbolic Temple of Solomon. He follows Giordano Bruno’s visit to the British Isles in the late
16th century and the subsequent activities of the men he met there, showing that Masonic
symbolism owes much of its current form to early memory palaces, which represented the
Masonic lodge and temple in their fully imaginary states. Revealing the pivotal role of the
memory palace and hermetic traditions in early Masonic symbolism, Jameux sheds new light
on the Masonic questions asked of each initiate and the spiritual importance of the Temple of
Jerusalem to Freemasonry.
Freemasonry has played a significant role in the history of Native Americans since the colonial
era--a role whose extent and meaning are fully explored for the first time in this book. The
overarching concern of Native American Freemasonry is with how Masonry met specific social
and personal needs of Native Americans, a theme developed across three periods: the
revolutionary era, the last third of the nineteenth century, and the years following the First
World War. Joy Porter positions Freemasonry within its historical context, examining its social
and political impact as a transatlantic phenomenon at the heart of the colonizing process. She
then explores its meaning for many key Native leaders, for ethnic groups that sought to make
connections through it, and for the bulk of its American membership--the white Anglo-Saxon
Protestant middle class. Through research gleaned from archives in New York, Philadelphia,
Oklahoma, California, and London, Porter shows how Freemasonry's performance of ritual
provided an accessible point of entry to Native Americans and how over time, Freemasonry
became a significant avenue for the exchange and co-creation of cultural forms by Indians and
non-Indians.
In Freemasonry in Context: History, Ritual, Controversy editors Arturo de Hoyos and S. Brent
Morris feature work by renowned Masonic scholars. Essays explore the rich and often
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controversial events that comprise the cultural and social history of Freemasonry.

To mainstream society, the fraternity of Freemasons is still often misunderstood even
after the purpose of its existence has been publically known since the transition of the
Freemasons from the operative science to the speculative in the early 16th century.
Though enlightenment of the individual is the purpose of Freemasonry through the
conveyance of certain philosophical truths through masonic ritual, discussions within
the trust of Brotherhood, all guided by the moral law followed by each individual Mason,
there lies immediately outside the doors of a regularly constituted Lodge an
undermining existence of fraud, deception, and abuse. It knocks from the outside,
unworthy to enter and instead of placing itself in a proper manner to enter, this force
takes the shape of a leech. It lies on the surface of Freemasonry, hidden often in plain
sight, and attempts to perpetuate its existence from the lifeblood of the Fraternity, its
fellowship, its enlightenment, and its benevolence towards other members that has a
residual positive effect on humanity. There are many reasons that spuriously practiced
Freemasonry exists. The elements that are found in every civilization, in every culture
and subculture, are those features that have spurned the existence of this fraud to
which hundreds of men around the world, more specifically in the United States, fall
victim to each month, and have since the late 1800's. Ego, pride, denial, and mistrust,
the necessary assistants to the growth of negative empowerment of the individual, is
the engine that inspires the pursuit to own the representation of an honorable status,
even if it means the desired attributes must be stolen rather than earned. Cultural
isolation as a product of the inability to investigate and appreciate the differences
between various cultures due to either prejudicial beliefs or a fear of understanding the
previously unknown, has perpetuated denial of universally accepted ancient truths and
the modern laws that protect the integrity of the institution. Misapplications and
misunderstandings of masonic terms that describe aspects regarding the application of
inclusion or exclusion, also contribute to the mass confusion as to who are actually
legal Freemasons, and who are fraudulent Freemasons. It becomes necessary to
examine from a 21st century perspective in an effort to garner proper context, using
both qualitative and quantitative research, to answer many questions that are needed to
protect the public from becoming victims of this unregulated practices presuming itself
to be legal Freemasonry, and to gain an updated universal understanding for members
within the Fraternity. Exactly what defines a mason, lodge or grand lodge to be
spurious? How does the term spurious, or bogus, relate to the definition of a
clandestine mason, ritually and organizationally? What is irregular and regular
Freemasonry? What are the impacts of unregulated Masonic practices presenting itself
as lawfully practiced Freemasonry both culturally and financially? What laws have
existed nationally and internationally, and what laws still need to be pursued and
established, to protect the integrity of the Fraternity for future generations to enjoy? In
this book, we will explore all of these questions from the most factual stance,
disseminating fact from fiction, and logically drawn conclusions with supported evidence
from emotionally based conclusions drawn from associative knowledge. We will explore
the research of many respected Masonic scholars and establish from whence they
have brought the Fraternity, to where Masons can collectively head to ensure the
integrity of the institution will morally progress into infinity.
'Convincingly researched and thoroughly entertaining' - Wall Street Journal THE TIMES
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BEST BOOKS OF 2020 'This book shows that, despite rumours of demon dwarfs,
piano-playing crocodiles and world domination, the real story of the Freemasons is one
of male eccentricity.' 'The Craft is a superb book that often reads like an adventure
novel. It's informative, fascinating and often very funny. The depth of research is aweinspiring, but what really makes this book is the author's visceral understanding of what
constitutes a good story.' - The Times Book of the Week '[John Dickie] takes on this
sensational subject with a wry turn of phrase and the cool judgment of a fine historian...
I enjoyed this book enormously. Dickie's gaze is both wide and penetrating. He makes
a persuasive case for masonry's historic importance.' - Dominic Sandbrook, Sunday
Times 'The Craft is a shadow history of modernity. Though more sober than most lodge
meetings, it is, like its subject, ingenious and frequently bizarre... The Craft is wellcrafted and sensible, making good use of English archives which have only recently
been opened.' - Spectator *** Insiders call it 'the Craft'. To the rest of us, Freemasonry
is mysterious and suspect. Yet its story is peopled by some of the most distinguished
men of the last three centuries: Winston Churchill and Walt Disney; Wolfgang Mozart
and Shaquille O'Neal; Benjamin Franklin and Buzz Aldrin; Rudyard Kipling and 'Buffalo
Bill' Cody; Duke Ellington and the Duke of Wellington. Founded in London in 1717 as a
set of character-forming ideals and a way of binding men in fellowship, Freemasonry
proved so addictive that within two decades it had spread across the globe. Masonic
influence became pervasive. Under George Washington, the Craft became a creed for
the new American nation. Masonic networks held the British empire together. Under
Napoleon, the Craft became a tool of authoritarianism and then a cover for
revolutionary conspiracy. Both the Mormon Church and the Sicilian mafia owe their
origins to Freemasonry. The Masons were as feared as they were influential. In the
eyes of the Catholic Church, Freemasonry has always been a den of devil-worshippers.
For Hitler, Mussolini and Franco the Lodges spread the diseases of pacifism, socialism
and Jewish influence, so had to be crushed. Professor Dickie's The Craft is a surprising
and enthralling exploration of a movement that not only helped to forge modern society,
but still has substantial contemporary influence. With 400,000 members in Britain, over
a million in the USA, and around six million across the world, understanding the role of
Freemasonry is as important now as it has ever been.
This volume collects nearly one hundred speeches of Thomas W. Jackson, worldrenowned Masonic leader. Jackson's words are a powerful call to action. Featuring a
foreword by Arturo de Hoyos.
Freemasonry is one of the world?s oldest fraternal organizations. It is a society of men
concerned with moral and spiritual values. Members are taught its precepts by a series
of ritual dramas that follow ancient forms and employ the symbolism of stonemasonry.
Assuming its present form in England during the 18th century, Freemasonry came to
America with the colonists, and Freemasons have played many roles in American
history.When the author first inquired about the admission of African Americans to
Masonic lodges, he was told: ?They have their own lodges.? He later learned that white
Masons viewed black Masons not as ?separate but equal? but as ?irregular and
clandestine.? Nevertheless, he also learned that members of the predominantly black
Prince Hall Masonic Grand Lodges have held their heads high and practiced the
ancient mysteries for over two hundred years. There is now light at the end of the
tunnel. Since 1989, thirty-seven mainstream (white) Grand Lodges have extended
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fraternal recognition to their Prince Hall counterparts. It is our hope that we will
eventually see the end of the contradiction of a color line in an organization dedicated
to the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.
Jonathan Belcher (1681/2-1757) of Cambridge, Massachusetts, the son of Andrew
Belcher, a prosperous shipping merchant, traveled extensively in Europe, became
possibly the first American-born Freemason and Royal Governor of Massachusetts and
New Hampshire in 1730. His grandfather, Andrew (1617?-1673?), the son of Thomas
(d. 1618) and Anne Solme of London and Sandon, Essex, England, emigrated to
Sudbury, Massachusetts about 1638 and married Elizabeth Danforth in 1639. Includes
brief biographies of persons mentioned in the history and references to the
Massachusetts Historical Society's Belcher Papers.
As it is with many things in life, when we have achieved the end goal, the diploma, the
last degree, there arises the question, "Now what?" For the young Master Mason who
is looking to make his mark in the Fraternity, this book is intended to answer the
question, "Now what?" Lodge Leadership starts Masons, young and old, on the quest of
becoming a better leader. Detailed in the book is a five step program to help members
prepare and execute the skills of an excellent leader. The five step program starts with
the investigation. Brother Nelson explains some of the best methods used to execute a
productive investigation. Then Nelson presents the importance of being a mentor and
clarifies ways to do it. He challenges readers to learn the ritual with exactness and to
study the code. Each of these four chapters ends with three challenges to the reader to
help implement what they have read, thereby refining their skills as a leader The fifth
step to Nelson's Masonic Reform is leadership. Nelson details preparations, growth and
maturity of leadership and how the reader can best serve and grow as a leader of their
Lodge. Again Nelson sets forth challenges to the reader to help prepare them for
leadership within, as well as without, their own Lodge. Finally, Nelson concludes with
sobering challenges and encourages the reader to question their motives and desires
to lead. Speaking plainly, Nelson shows how we often allow for personal treason in our
lives, and how narcissism has crept into the order of the Freemasons. Nelson has
accomplished a raw guide to Masonic reform. Re-affirming the importance of learning
and study in Freemasonry, Nelson makes the very important point that it is ultimately
the responsibility of the individual Mason to transform the leadership of the fraternity
and propel the Freemasons into the new era.
Freemasonry was a major cultural and social phenomenon and a key element of the
Enlightenment. It was to have an international influence across the globe. This primary
resource collection charts a key period in the development of organized Freemasonry
culminating in the formation of a single United Grand Lodge of England. The secrecy
that has surrounded Freemasonry has made it difficult to access information and
documents about the organization and its adherents in the past. This collection is the
result of extensive archival research and transcription and highlights the most
significant themes associated with Freemasonry. The documents are drawn from
masonic collections, private archives and libraries worldwide. The majority of these
texts have never before been republished. Documents include rituals (some written in
code), funeral services, sermons, songs, certificates, an engraved list of lodges, letters,
pamphlets, theatrical prologues and epilogues, and articles from newspapers and
periodicals. This collection will enable researchers to identify many key masons for the
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first time. It will be of interest to students of Freemasonry, the Enlightenment and
researchers in eighteenth-century studies. Includes more than 550 texts - Many texts
are published here by special arrangement with the Library and Museum of
Freemasonry, London - Contains over 260 pages of newly transcribed manuscript
material - Documents are organized thematically - Full editorial apparatus including
general introduction, volume introductions, headnotes and explanatory endnotes - A
consolidated index appears in the final volume
Discover the Road Less Traveled There has been a renaissance in Masonic writings
over the last quarter century. The academic world has rediscovered Freemasonry's
historical influence on civil society's last 300 years. Now, you too can discover more
about the mysteries of Masonry and the Masonic rituals. The world's oldest fraternity is
receiving considerable new attention. In this book, you will discover: - An account of all
29 Degrees and their meanings - The esoteric Aspects of the Rite - A greater
understand of the symbols, metaphors, and allegories of the Scottish Rite - A deeper
appreciate for the mysteries of Freemasonry - And much, much more! Learn all this in A
Journey Through the Scottish Rite: A Road Less Traveled A closed mind goes
nowhere; an open mind can travel the universe.

Considered by many to be the magazine of record for ancient mysteries,
unexplained anomalies, and future science, Atlantis Rising® provides some of
the most astounding reading to be found anywhere. Editor J. Douglas Kenyon
has culled from the pages of Atlantis Rising® magazine this collection of 36
concise and well-illustrated articles by world-class researchers and authors such
as Andrew Collins, Philip Coppens, William Henry, Frank Joseph, Robert M.
Schoch, and many others, who offer thought-provoking insights on a variety of
topics that challenge conventional wisdom. In these pages the latest discoveries
and theories on the controversial subjects are explored and even more
provocative questions are raised. What emerges is a fascinating case in support
of a much greater antiquity for civilization, a well-reasoned argument for the
existence of advanced technologies in prehistory, and the revelation of secret
forces that have been at work throughout time and are still present today.
According to Masonic records, the Grand Lodge of England was established
June 24, 1717, in London. Soon afterward, Freemasonry, a fraternal society of
obscure origins and antiquity, began to spread rapidly throughout and beyond the
British Empire. This volume of intriguing essays by eminent and emerging
Masonic scholars explores the history and culture of Freemasonry during that
period of expansion. What did Masons of the early Grand Lodge era actually do
in their lodges? How did these brethren think of themselves and their Craft? What
were their motivations and ideals? What was their experience of Freemasonry?
By posing such questions, our contributors have been able to study not just an
institutional beginning, but the cultural realities of Masonic life in the first decades
of the Grand Lodge's history. Featuring contributions by Ric Berman, David
Harrison, Jedediah French, Nathan A. St. Pierre, Dana Scofield, Christopher B.
Murphy, and Shawn Eyer, Exploring Early Grand Lodge Freemasonry critically reexamines key aspects of early Masonic life and thought, revealing the
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philosophical and social underpinnings of an organization that remains an
intriguing cultural phenomenon. Editorial Reviews "The numerous contributors to
Exploring Early Grand Lodge Freemasonry develop a cogent case for
reassessing the origins and evolution of the Craft in Great Britain during the early
and middle years of the eighteenth century. Based on a meticulous investigation
of primary and secondary sources, this lucidly written and suggestive study
incisively reveals new thinking in looking at the leadership, ritualism, and lodge
life of early Speculative Freemasonry. This seminal study, which in many ways
breaks new ground, will be frequently consulted and will be recognized as a
classic in Masonic scholarship."-R. William Weisberger, Ph.D., author of
Speculative Freemasonry and the Enlightenment and Freemasonry on Both
Sides of the Atlantic. "A composed and considered phenomenological exploration
of Freemasonry's original cultural intent; this collection subtly asserts new and
emerging ideas on the lived reality of Masonic life during the first quarter of the
eighteenth century. Too often in the name of objectivity have masonic authors
allowed restraint to entirely obscure that vital sense of sympathetic engagement
that is actually so essential in understanding the people of the tradition itself.
Striking a methodological balance of textual criticism, historicist contextualisation
and sympathetic neutrality, this valuable collection finally underlines that whole
new emergent understanding amongst scholars that suggests traditional
academic treatments of masonic history that deny outright the intellectual validity
of the Craft's own self-belief in its mythological claims to antiquity and intrinsic
mystery-as are portrayed in the primary texts themselves (rituals, catechisms,
etc.)-are in fact, academically 'neurotic' and endemic of the kind of intellectual
insincerity so self-effacingly corrosive in mainstream masonic research."--Stewart
Clelland, Master of Arts in Western Esotericism, Exeter University
The discovery of a mysterious object in the U.S. Capitol building and a
subsequent kidnapping lead Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon into a web of
mysterious codes, secret locations, and hidden knowledge.
The Regius Poem, also known as the Halliwell Manuscript, is a long series of
rhyming couplets that make up what is thought to be the earliest of the Old
Charges of Masonry. It was discovered in the British Museum by James O.
Halliwell in 1838. While sometimes thought to have been written during the reign
of King Athelstan (924-940 A.D.), the document actually dates to the late 14th
century. Whether it is a derivative work based on a separate manuscript from
Athelstan's time is unknown. However, the Regius Poem is the cornerstone of the
Legend of York, which is important in Masonry even today. This manuscript also
outlines how Masons should act toward each other and toward the civil
magistrate. It also talks about the history and philosophy of the order of Masons.
Any Mason interested in the history of the Art should read this document and see
how it compares to the various rules their grand lodges lay out for government of
a lodge.
"The Hibiscus Masonic Review" is an annual international journal of the historical,
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sociological, philosophical, and cultural background of Freemasonry and its
intellectual and societal impact on trends in critical thought. It combines the latest
historical research on Freemasonry with articles exploring the many trends of
intellectual though that are reflected in its rituals and its traditions. It is unique in
its thorough exploration of the cultural background of freemasonry from many
viewpoints.
With over four million members worldwide, and two million in the U.S.,
Freemasonry is the largest fraternal organization in the world. Published in
conjunction with the National Heritage Museum, this extravagantly illustrated
volume offers an overview of Freemasonry’s origins in seventeenth-century
Scotland and England before exploring its evolving role in American history, from
the Revolution through the labor and civil rights movements, and into the twentyfirst century. American Freemasons explores some of the causes for the rise and
fall of membership in the fraternity and why it has attracted men in such large
numbers for centuries. American Freemasons is the perfect introduction to
understanding a society that, while shrouded in mystery, has played an integral
role in the lives and communities of millions of Americans. Copublished with the
National Heritage Museum
Meditations on Masonic Symbolism is Master Mason John R. Heisman's
reflective, scholarly exploration of the symbolism in the ritual of Freemasonry for
Freemasons and non-Masons alike. While there is much to discover about the
meaning of the hallmark Masonic symbols, there is nothing secret about
Freemasonry's defining love for humanity. What Masonic symbols do reveal
about the guiding purpose of a Masonic lodge is brought to light in Meditations on
Masonic Symbolism, Master Mason John R. Heisman's reflective exploration of
the symbolism in the ritual of Freemasonry that reveals how they illuminate
ancient knowledge about mankind's relationship to God. A compilation of articles
written for the author's Masonic Lodge, Blackmer Lodge No. 442, in his year as
Master, Meditations on Masonic Symbolism sheds fascinating new light on
Freemasonry for Freemasons and non-Masons alike about the workings of this
worldwide and ancient fraternity. Often described as a secret society, owing to its
use of certain symbols, the essays in Heisman's book help demystify
Freemasonry for those who are interested in a deeper understanding of its
mission. For instance, a variety of charities that are supported by Freemasonry
and its millions of men and women are well known and easily recognizable.
Children's hospitals are operated by Shriners throughout the world. Speech
therapy centers, educational grants, eye care foundations, and homes for the
aged are funded and operated by Scottish Rite Masons, Knights Templar, and
Grand Lodges everywhere they are situated. Heisman's book explains
Freemasonry as a fraternal organization with many groups, several of which are
designed for boys and girls. All Masonic organizations have a charity and are
devoted to the ideals of brotherly love, relief, and truth. Scholarly and
philosophical, Meditations on Masonic Symbolism provides insight on
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recognizable Masonic symbols, such as the square and compass. From the
significance of beauty in its architecture to the pillar of wisdom, each essay in this
thoughtful collection reveals in detail the significance of the symbols and how
they come together in this intricate and long contemplated belief system. In clear,
accessible language, the book explains all manner of Freemasonry principles,
including harmony, knowledge, brotherhood, unity, and more. While the rituals of
the organization may only be attended by Freemasons, its lessons may be
studied by anyone interested in subjects such as philosophy, comparative
religion, liberal arts, and geometry. Meditations on Masonic Symbolism is a
thought-provoking, elegant addition to any well-rounded library.
DISCOVER THE SECRETIVE BROTHERHOOD BEHIND DAN BROWN'S THE
LOST SYMBOL Freemason influence on the founding of Washington, D.C., is
evident throughout the city's buildings, statues and monuments--but it's written in
coded symbols that few people understand. Dan Brown's new thriller sends
symbologist detective Robert Langdon through the capital to unravel its Masonic
secrets. Now in Deciphering The Lost Symbol, Freemason expert Christopher L.
Hodapp compares each clue and plot twist in Brown's story to the true facts.
*Discover the meaning of "The Lost Word" *Decode Masonic and alchemical
symbolism *Explore the innermost rooms of Masonic lodges and temples *Visit
the restricted area of the U.S. Capitol and other landmarks *Uncover secret
patterns in Washington, D.C.'s maps and monuments *Crack the codes buried in
The Lost Symbol's artwork and puzzles
This book is a revealing but thoroughly enjoyable journey through the intricate
history of English Freemasonry. Historian Dr. David Harrison reconstructs the
hidden history of the movement, tracing its roots through a mixture of mediaeval
guild societies, alchemy and necromancy. He examines the earliest known
Freemasons and their obsessions with Solomon’s Temple, alchemy, and
prophecy, to the formation of the Grand Lodge in London, which in turn led to
rebellions within the Craft throughout England. Harrison also analyzes the role of
French immigrant, Dr Jean Theophilus Desaguliers in the development of English
Freemasonry, focusing on his involvement with the formation of the mysterious
modern Masonic ritual. All Freemasons and more general readers will find much
of interest in this fascinating exploration of the very beginnings of Freemasonry,
still one of the most mysterious brotherhoods in the world.
An exploration of Freemasonry and its history, philosophy, symbols and
practices.
This rich cultural history of African Americans outlines their travails, triumphs, and
achievements in negotiating individual and collective identities to overcome
racism, slavery, and the legacies of these injustices from colonial times to the
present. • Reveals the extent of anti-black racism in America • Examines black
heritage in America from its colonial origins to the present • Highlights the
contributions of African Americans throughout history • Illustrates the role of
blacks in the American economy • Centers on African Americans in the
Page 9/13

Read Free Exploring Early Grand Lodge Freemasonry Studies In Honor Of
The Tricentennial Of The Establishment Of The Grand Lodge Of England
development of American history
• Shares the history and meaning of Freemasonry and its symbols • Offers
thoughtful explorations of different areas of Masonic experience, drawing on
esoteric doctrines and paralleling them with experiences found in daily life •
Provides simple exercises and practices to help internalize and personalize the
lessons presented, including dreamwork, journaling, meditation, and prayer In
this practical guide, Mark Stavish details the spiritual lessons and rituals of
Freemasonry as a step-by-step path of spiritual development and selfimprovement for both Masons and non-Masons, men and women, alike. He
explores the history and meaning of Freemasonry and its symbols--from its
origins in the Temple of Solomon to the Medieval craft guilds to the
Renaissance--and explains how the Craft promotes personal growth through the
symbolic building of self and an inner Temple of Wisdom in much the same way
that Masonry’s rituals symbolize the building of Solomon’s Temple in
accordance with the mystical architectural instructions of Hiram. Drawing on
esoteric doctrines, including the Qabala, alchemy, sacred geometry, John Dee’s
angelic magic, and the secrets of the Gothic cathedral builders, each chapter
addresses an area of the Masonic experience, paralleling them with experiences
each of us finds in our own lives. The author provides simple practices to help
internalize and personalize the lessons presented, including dreamwork,
journaling, meditation, prayer, and understanding sacred architecture. The author
also examines the crafting and use of the spiritual and symbolic tools of
Freemasonry, such as the trestle or tracing board and the Chamber of Reflection.
Providing the tools to make the Craft an initiatic experience of self-improvement,
the author shows that, ultimately, the Masonic experience is the human quest for
self-realization and self-expression, so that we each may find our place in the
Temple of Wisdom.
“Cheshire - Its Traditions and History” is a fascinating account of the history of
Cheshire, a county in North West England. This concise history of the English
county spans the earliest records to modern times, exploring the introduction of
Christianity, its history of conformity, government, traditions, folklore, and much
more. This volume will appeal to those with an interest in Cheshire's interesting
history, as well as the history of England itself. Contents include: “Prehistoric Salt
Mines—Poets and Geological Science”, “The Genesis of Cheshire History—Sir
Peter Leycester's Illustrious Work”, “Feudalism and the Divine Right of Kings”,
“Whence Came Christianity to Cheshire—Cheshire Saints”, “Foundation of
Nonconformity to Cheshire?--Cheshire Saints”, “Foundation of Nonconformity in
England”, etc. Many vintage books such as this are increasingly scarce and
expensive. It is with this in mind that we are republishing this volume now in an
affordable, modern, high-quality edition complete with the original text and
artwork.
Freemasonry is entirely built around traditions. From time immemorial, those who
have belonged to the world's oldest and largest fraternal order have
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metaphorically passed between the pillars of Solomon's Temple to nurture within
themselves a harmonious bond between tradition and modernity. This is the story
of the Masonic ritual, the language and ceremonial forms that have evolved into
the present structure of American Freemasonry, defined its lodge space, and
offered its members the same stablizing influence of instruction that has
prevailed on every continent for nearly 400 years. The reader will discover that
the language of the world's oldest fraternal society has also made its own
interesting journey, and been tested by the most powerful and the most humbling
of men. The result is, that, in Masonic lodges across America, and, indeed, the
world, men from every walk of life, of all ages, every social category and every
spiritual and philosophical conviction are able to find a basis for reflection on who
they are, why they are here, and what has meaning to them. By its common
language delivered in a common culture of fraternal relationship, Freemasonry is
enabled to exemplify a univeral brotherhood of man. This is the story of the
Mason's words; the history and evolution of the American Masonic ritual. It is an
interesting bit of history that is perhaps all the more fascinating because it is so
rarely known.
Ahiman is a new periodical anthology of Masonic writing, offering a serious
exploration of the rich initiatic traditions of Freemasonry. Edited by Masonic
scholar Shawn Eyer, Ahiman is dedicated to stimulating scholarship, penetrating
interpretation and inspiring creative expressions focused upon the history, rituals,
symbolism, iconography and philosophy of Freemasonry. Carefully researched
and lavishly produced, each edition of Ahiman offers important material of
interest to Freemasons and other students of Western esoteric traditions.This
volume features original work by Thomas D. Worrel, David Stafford, Robert G.
Davis, Erik Arneson, Adam G. Kendall, Erik O Neal, Greg Maier, Mounir Hanafi
and Shawn Eyer, as well as insights from classic authors such as Joseph Fort
Newton, Laurence Dermott, Thomas Starr King and W.L. Wilmshurst."I do not
say it lightly, but this premiere issue of Ahiman may be the most balanced and
philosophically engaging Masonic journal ever published. And it is probably the
most handsomely designed as well. I strongly recommend that any Mason, who
seeks a deeper understanding of Freemasonry, check out Ahiman
immediately."--Jay Kinney, 33, Author of The Masonic Myth and recipient of the
Albert G. Mackey Award for Excellence in Masonic Research from the Scottish
Rite Research Society"Ahiman fulfils an aching need within the Craft. For many
years, there has been a tendency to suggest that Masonic scholarship ought to
be exercised in historical argument alone. What has long been lacking is an open
discourse that includes scholarship that addresses Freemasonry s spiritual and
esoteric elements. To facilitate that wider conversation, Ahiman has now
appeared."--Tobias Churton, Author of The Golden Builders and Freemasonry:
The Reality, and Course Lecturer in Freemasonry at the University of Exeter s
Centre for the Study of Esotericism
This book examines the creation of the Antients Grand Lodge and traces the
Page 11/13

Read Free Exploring Early Grand Lodge Freemasonry Studies In Honor Of
The Tricentennial Of The Establishment Of The Grand Lodge Of England
influence of Ireland and the London Irish, especially that of Laurence Dermott,
the Antients’ Grand Secretary, in the development of freemasonry in the second
half of the 18th century. It demonstrates the relative accessibility of the Antients
and contrasts this with the exclusivity of the ‘Moderns’—the original Grand Lodge
of England. The Antients instigated what became a six decades–long rivalry with
the Moderns and pioneered fundamental changes to the social composition of
freemasonry, extending formal sociability to the lower middling and working
classes and creating one of the first modern friendly societies. Schism does not
stand solely as an academic work but introduces the subject to a wider Masonic
and non-Masonic audience and supplements dated historical works. The book
contributes to the history of London and the London Irish in the long 18th century
and examines the social and trade networks of the urban lower middling and
working class, subjects that remain substantially unexplored. It also offers a
prism through which Britain’s calamitous relationship with Ireland can be
examined.
Kidd chronicles the lives and Masonic histories of Elizabeth St. Leger Aldworth, Hannah
Mather Crocker, Henriette Heiniken, Mary Ann Belding Sproul, Catherine Sweet
Babigton, an Irish Girl, Vinnie Ream Hoxie, Helene-Countess Hadik Barkoczy, Salome
Anderson, Isabella Scoon and many others.First she lays the foundation of factual
history of female participation in Masonry in three chapters, one on women in medieval
Mason Guilds, one on women in early Modern Freemasonry and one on Adoptive
Masonry. We learn that from the 1200s on some women were admitted to the Guilds
and a few even rose to be Master. In Operative Masonry Kidd documents women in the
Operative Lodges with some even rising to the position of Dame or female Master.
A collection of scholarly studies examining the cultural history of Freemasonry during
the decades following the establishment of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.
Insiders call it the Craft. Founded in London in 1717 as a way of binding men in
fellowship, Freemasonry proved so addictive that within two decades it had spread
across the globe. Masonic influence became pervasive. Under George Washington, the
Craft became a creed for the new American nation. Masonic networks held the British
empire together. Under Napoleon, the Craft became a tool of authoritarianism and then
a cover for revolutionary conspiracy. Both the Mormon Church and the Sicilian mafia
owe their origins to Freemasonry. Yet the Masons were as feared as they were
influential. In the eyes of the Catholic Church, Freemasonry has always been a den of
devil-worshippers. For Hitler, Mussolini and Franco, the Lodges spread the diseases of
pacifism, socialism and Jewish influence, so had to be crushed. Freemasonry's story
yokes together Winston Churchill and Walt Disney; Wolfgang Mozart and Shaquille
O'Neal; Benjamin Franklin and Buzz Aldrin; Rudyard Kipling and 'Buffalo Bill' Cody;
Duke Ellington and the Duke of Wellington. John Dickie's The Craft is an enthralling
exploration of a the world's most famous and misunderstood secret brotherhood, a
movement that not only helped to forge modern society, but has substantial
contemporary influence, with 400,000 members in Britain, over a million in the USA,
and around six million across the world.
This book is a new edition of David Stevenson's classic account of the origins of
Freemasonry, a brotherhood of men bound together by secret initiatives, rituals and
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modes of identification with ideals of fraternity, equality, toleration and reason.
Beginning in Britain, Freemasonry swept across Europe in the mid-eighteenth century
in astonishing fashion--yet its origins are still hotly debated today. The prevailing
assumption has been that it emerged in England around 1700, but David Stevenson
demonstrates that the real origins of modern Freemasonry lie in Scotland around 1600,
when the system of lodges was created by stonemasons with rituals and secrets
blending medieval mythology with Renaissance and seventeenth-century history. This
fascinating work of historical detection will be essential reading for anyone interested in
Renaissance and seventeenth-century history, for freemasons themselves, and for
those readers captivated by the secret societies at the heart of the bestselling The Da
Vinci Code. David Stevenson is Emeritus Professor of Scottish History at the University
of St. Andrews. His many previous publications include The Scottish Revolution,
1637-1644; Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Scotland, 1644-1651; and The First
Freemasons; Scotland, Early Lodges and their Members. His most recent book is the
The Hunt for Rob Roy (2004). Previous edition Hb (1988) 0-521-35326-2 Previous
edition Pb (1990) 0-521-39654-9
'Foundations - new light on the formation and early years of the Grand Lodge of
England' explores the evolution of Freemasonry from the mid-fourteenth century
through to the creation of the first Grand Lodge of England in 1717. Ric Berman
challenges old Masonic myths, explains the interconnections between Freemasonry,
Grand Lodge and Britain's new Hanoverian government, and outlines how and why its
leaders positioned the Craft as a bastion against the Jacobite followers of James Stuart
- 'the king over the water'. The book provides a context for the tercentenary of the
formation of the Grand Lodge of England - the world's first grand lodge.
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