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Grammar Of Names In Anglo Saxon England The Linguistics And Culture Of The
Old English Onomasticon
This is the first study of the Anglo-Welsh border region in the period before the Norman arrival in England, from the fifth to the
twelfth centuries. Its conclusions significantly alter our current picture of Anglo/Welsh relations before the Norman Conquest by
overturning the longstanding critical belief that relations between these two peoples during this period were predominately
contentious. Writing the Welsh borderlands in Anglo-Saxon England demonstrates that the region which would later become the
March of Wales was not a military frontier in Anglo-Saxon England, but a distinctively mixed Anglo-Welsh cultural zone which was
depicted as a singular place in contemporary Welsh and Anglo-Saxon texts. This study reveals that the region of the Welsh
borderlands was much more culturally coherent, and the impact of the Norman Conquest on it much greater, than has been
previously realised.
In this handbook, scholars from around the world offer an up-to-date account of the state of the art in different areas of
onomastics, in a format that is both useful to specialists in related fields and accessible to the general reader. All known languages
make use of names, most commonly to identify individual people and places. Since Ancient Greece, names have been regarded
as central to the study of language, and this has continued to be a major theme of both philosophical and linguistic enquiry
throughout the history of Western thought. The investigation of name origins is more recent, as is the study of names in literature.
Relatively new is the study of names in society, which draws on techniques from sociolinguistics and has gradually been gathering
momentum over the last few decades. The structure of this volume reflects the emergence of the main branches of name studies,
in roughly chronological order. The first Part focuses on name theory and outlines key issues about the role of names in language,
focusing on grammar, meaning, and discourse. Parts II and III deal with the study of place-names and personal names
respectively, while Part IV outlines contrasting approaches to the study of names in literature, with case studies from different
languages and time periods. Part V explores the field of socio-onomastics, with chapters relating to the names of people, places,
and commercial products. Part VI then examines the interdisciplinary nature of name studies, before the concluding Part presents
a selection of animate and inanimate referents ranging from aircraft to animals, and explains the naming strategies adopted for
them.
The Grammar of Names in Anglo-Saxon EnglandThe Linguistics and Culture of the Old English Onomasticon
A study of the different roles which nouns play in the event or state expressed by the verb or adjective with which they are associated. The
book explores within the framework of transformational-generative grammar the 'localist hypothesis', which asserts that all the roles for nouns
involve basically the notions of location and direction.
Reprint of the original, first published in 1877.
This book is the first systematic account of the syntax and semantics of names. Drawing on work in onomastics, philosophy, and linguistics
John Anderson examines the distribution and subcategorization of names within a framework of syntactic categories, and considers how the
morphosyntactic behaviour of names connects to their semantic roles. He argues that names occur in two basic circumstances: one involving
vocatives and their use in naming predications, where they are notdefinite; the other their use as arguments of predicators, where they are
definite. This division is discussed in relation to English, French, Greek, and Seri, and a range of other languages. Professor Anderson
reveals that the semantic status of names, including prototypicality, is crucial tounderstanding their morphosyntax and role in derivational
relationships. He shows that semantically coherent subsets of names, such as those referring to people and places, are characterized by
morphosyntactic properties which may vary from language to language. His original and important investigation will appeal to scholars and
advanced students of linguistics and philosophy.
This book examines personal names, including given and acquired (or nick-) names, and how they were used in Anglo-Saxon England. It
discusses their etymologies, semantics, and grammatical behaviour, and considers their evolving place in Anglo-Saxon history and culture.
From that culture survive thousands of names on coins, in manuscripts, on stone and other inscriptions. Names are important and their
absence a stigma (Grendel's parents have no names); they may have particular functions in ritual and magic; they mark individuals, generally
people but also beings with close human contact such as dogs, cats, birds, and horses; and they may provide indications of rank and gender.
Dr Colman explores the place of names within the structure of Old English, their derivation, formation, and other linguistic behaviour, and
compares them with the products of other Germanic (e.g., Present-day German) and non-Germanic (e.g., Ancient and Present-day Greek)
naming systems. Old English personal names typically followed the Germanic system of elements based on common words like leof
(adjective 'beloved') and wulf (noun 'wolf'), which give Leofa and Wulf, and often combined as in Wulfraed, (ræd noun, 'advice, counsel') or as
in Leofing (with the diminutive suffix -ing). The author looks at the combinatorial and sequencing possibilities of these elements in name
formation, and assesses the extent to which, in origin, names may be selected to express qualities manifested by, or expected in, an
individual. She examines their different modes of inflection and the variable behaviour of names classified as masculine or feminine. The
results of her wide-ranging investigation are provocative and stimulating.
This book examines personal names, including given and acquired (or nick-) names, and how they were used in Anglo-Saxon England. It
discusses their etymologies, semantics, and grammatical behaviour, and considers their evolving place in Anglo-Saxon history and culture.
From that culture survive thousands of names on coins, in manuscripts, on stone and other inscriptions. Names are important and their
absence a stigma (Grendel's parents have no names); they may have particular functions in ritual and magic; they mark individuals, generally
people but also beings with close human contact such as dogs, cats, birds, and horses; and they may provide indications of rank and gender.
Dr Colman explores the place of names within the structure of Old English, their derivation, formation, and other linguistic behaviour, and
compares them with the products of other Germanic (e.g., Present-day German) and non-Germanic (e.g., Ancient and Present-day Greek)
naming systems. Old English personal names typically followed the Germanic system of elements based on common words like leof
(adjective 'beloved') and wulf (noun 'wolf'), which give Leofa and Wulf, and often combined as in Wulfraed, (raed noun, 'advice, counsel') or
as in Leofing (with the diminutive suffix -ing). The author looks at the combinatorial and sequencing possibilities of these elements in name
formation, and assesses the extent to which, in origin, names may be selected to express qualities manifested by, or expected in, an
individual. She examines their different modes of inflection and the variable behaviour of names classified as masculine or feminine. The
results of her wide-ranging investigation are provocative and stimulating.
This monograph provides an in-depth study into the issue of vernacular names in Old English documents. Specifically, it challenges the
generally accepted notion that the sex of an individual is definitively indicated by the grammatical gender of their name. In the case of dithematic names, the grammatical gender in question is that of the second element of the name. Thus di-thematic names have been taken as
belonging to women if their second element is grammatically feminine. However, as there are no surviving Anglo-Saxon texts which explain
the principles of vernacular nomenclature, or any contemporary list of Old English personal names, it is by no means sure that this
assumption is correct. While modern scholars have generally felt no difficulty in distinguishing male from female names, this book asks how
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far the Anglo-Saxons themselves recognised this distinction, and in so doing critically examines and tests the general principle that
grammatical gender is a certain indicator of biological sex. Anyone with an interest in Old English manuscripts or early medieval history will
find this book both thought provoking and a useful reference tool for better understanding the Anglo-Saxon world.

First full-length collection on one of the most significant and influential historians of the medieval period.
This work examines the etymology, semantics, and grammatical behaviour of personal names in Anglo-Saxon England and
considers their evolving place in Anglo-Saxon history and culture.
Reprint of the original, first published in 1867.
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