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This book has four main themes: (1) a criticism of 'common
law constitutionalism', the theory that Parliament's authority is
conferred by, and therefore is or can be made subordinate to,
judge-made common law; (2) an analysis of Parliament's
ability to abdicate, limit or regulate the exercise of its own
authority, including a revision of Dicey's conception of
sovereignty, a repudiation of the doctrine of implied repeal
and the proposal of a novel theory of 'manner and form'
requirements for law-making; (3) an examination of the
relationship between parliamentary sovereignty and statutory
interpretation, defending the reality of legislative intentions,
and their indispensability to sensible interpretation and
respect for parliamentary sovereignty; and (4) an assessment
of the compatibility of parliamentary sovereignty with recent
constitutional developments, including the expansion of
judicial review of administrative action, the Human Rights and
European Communities Acts and the growing recognition of
'constitutional principles' and 'constitutional statutes'.
In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal
statutes--would always be clearly worded and easily
understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But
many laws feature ambiguous or even contradictory wording.
How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they
stick only to the text? To what degree, if any, should they
consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the
purposes of lawmakers in writing law relevant? Some judges,
such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts
should look to the language of the statute and virtually
nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit respectfully
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disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is a trained
political scientist as well as a judge, argues that our
constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws;
therefore, how Congress makes its purposes known through
both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying
materials should be respected. He looks at how the American
government works, including how laws come to be and how
various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the
judicial process of interpreting and applying these laws
through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches,
purposivism (focusing on the purpose of a law) and textualism
(focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann
draws from his experience to show how this process plays out
in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.
When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be
mindful of how Congress actually functions, how lawmakers
signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators
expect of courts construing their laws. The legislative record
behind a law is in truth part of its foundation, and therefore
merits consideration.
Many countries use and apply the common law. The common
law world largely operates through statutes enacted by a
country's democratic legislature. These statutes are drafted
and interpreted according to a uniform system of rules,
presumptions, principles and canons evolved over centuries
by common law judges. In this book, Francis Bennion distills
forty years of his prolific writings on statute law and statutory
interpretation to provide valuable guidance on statutory
interpretation applicable to all common law jurisdictions.
Mastering Statutory Interpretation explains the methods of
interpreting statutes, including a discussion of the various
theories and canons of interpretation. The book begins by
exploring these theories and identifying the sources of
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meaning the theorists use to interpret statutes, including
intrinsic, extrinsic, and policy-based. Throughout, the text
uses the major cases in each area of study to explain how the
canons work in practice. Finally, each chapter provides a
concise roadmap and summary to introduce and encapsulate
the most important material. The second edition adds one
new chapter to address the administrative issues that faculty
teaching legislation and regulation need, as well as a running
hypothetical to help students better implement what they are
learning. This book is part of the Carolina Academic Press
Mastering Series edited by Russell L. Weaver, University of
Louisville School of Law.
“[This book] will be of great value to practitioners, students,
academics and judges - whatever their level of experience.
[...] The trouble for many legal practitioners, and indeed for
many legal book writers, can be a failure to see the wood for
the trees, and that is a particular risk when it comes to a
subject as fissiparous as statutory interpretation. David Lowe
and Charlie Potter are to be congratulated for having avoided
that risk: they have written a crisp and engaging book, which
covers this important topic in an informative and accessible
way...” From the foreword by David Neuberger
Understanding Legislation provides a practical, accessible
guide to interpreting both English and European legislation of
all kinds. This book can be used as a first port of call for
practitioners and students on all matters of statutory
construction. It is designed to serve as a succinct and
authoritative point of reference for questions concerning
sources of legislation, the anatomy and structure of differing
instruments and matters of interpretation. As well as
considering how to read statutory language, and the key
principles and presumptions that the courts will apply, the
book addresses how other legislation and materials can
influence the interpretive exercise and in what way. To this
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end, it discusses the interpretive significance of the different
components of legislation, the various external aids to
construction that may exist, and the role of international law,
the European Convention on Human Rights (through the
Human Rights Act 1998) and EU law in interpreting domestic
law. While the primary focus is on English law, the treatment
of EU and international law will also serve as concise
freestanding guidance as to the sources of EU law, the
construction of EU legislation and the construction of treaties.
Peopled by larger-than-life heroes and villains, charged with
towering questions of good and evil, Atlas Shrugged is Ayn
Rand’s magnum opus: a philosophical revolution told in the
form of an action thriller—nominated as one of America’s bestloved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Who is
John Galt? When he says that he will stop the motor of the
world, is he a destroyer or a liberator? Why does he have to
fight his battles not against his enemies but against those
who need him most? Why does he fight his hardest battle
against the woman he loves? You will know the answer to
these questions when you discover the reason behind the
baffling events that play havoc with the lives of the amazing
men and women in this book. You will discover why a
productive genius becomes a worthless playboy...why a great
steel industrialist is working for his own destruction...why a
composer gives up his career on the night of his
triumph...why a beautiful woman who runs a transcontinental
railroad falls in love with the man she has sworn to kill. Atlas
Shrugged, a modern classic and Rand’s most extensive
statement of Objectivism—her groundbreaking
philosophy—offers the reader the spectacle of human
greatness, depicted with all the poetry and power of one of
the twentieth century’s leading artists.
The Merchant of Venice has been performed more often than
any other comedy by Shakespeare. Molly Mahood pays
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special attention to the expectations of the play's first
audience, and to our modern experience of seeing and
hearing the play. In a substantial new addition to the
Introduction, Charles Edelman focuses on the play's sexual
politics and recent scholarship devoted to the position of
Jews in Shakespeare's time. He surveys the international
scope and diversity of theatrical interpretations of The
Merchant in the 1980s and 1990s and their different ways of
tackling the troubling figure of Shylock.
After your casebook, Casenote Legal Briefs will be your most
important reference source for the entire semester. It is the
most popular legal briefs series available, with over 140 titles,
and is relied on by thousands of students for its expert case
summaries, comprehensive analysis of concurrences and
dissents, as well as of the majority opinion in the briefs.
Casenote Legal Briefs Features: Keyed to specific casebooks
by title/author Most current briefs available Redesigned for
greater student accessibility Sample brief with element
descriptions called out Redesigned chapter opener provides
rule of law and page number for each brief Quick Course
Outline chart included with major titles Revised glossary in
dictionary format
"The 1964 Civil Rights Act" is an article written by Brian
Nottage as part of the "Top 25 Events" series of The Dismal
Scientist resource of Economy.com, Inc. The author
discusses the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its importance.
In this book, Adrian Vermeule shows that any approach to
legal interpretation rests on institutional and empirical
premises about the capacities of judges and the systemic
effects of their rulings. He argues that legal interpretation is
above all an exercise in decisionmaking under severe
empirical uncertainty.

Language shapes and reflects how we think about
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the world. It engages and intrigues us. Our everyday
use of language is quite effortless—we are all experts
on our native tongues. Despite this, issues of
language and meaning have long flummoxed the
judges on whom we depend for the interpretation of
our most fundamental legal texts. Should a judge
feel confident in defining common words in the texts
without the aid of a linguist? How is the meaning
communicated by the text determined? Should the
communicative meaning of texts be decisive, or at
least influential? To fully engage and probe these
questions of interpretation, this volume draws upon a
variety of experts from several fields, who
collectively examine the interpretation of legal texts.
In The Nature of Legal Interpretation, the
contributors argue that the meaning of language is
crucial to the interpretation of legal texts, such as
statutes, constitutions, and contracts. Accordingly,
expert analysis of language from linguists,
philosophers, and legal scholars should influence
how courts interpret legal texts. Offering insightful
new interdisciplinary perspectives on originalism and
legal interpretation, these essays put forth a
significant and provocative discussion of how best to
characterize the nature of language in legal texts.
This book questions traditional methods of legal
interpretation and challenges the position that
objective interpretation of law is possible. Legal
interpretation, the author avers, is unavoidably
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subjective. Benson suggests that ?plain meaning,?
?purpose,? ?intent,? ?structure,? ?strict
construction,? ?precedent,? and other legal
mysticisms are merely pieces manipulated in a
game. Those interested in legal process, legal
writing, constitutional law, statutory interpretation,
and jurisprudence will find his arguments provocative
and engaging. Whether one is a lawyer, judge,
journalist, or informed citizen, this look at the ongoing battle about whether judges and lawyers ?find
the law? or ?make the law? will be a stimulating
read.
"With American notes and additions, and with notes
and maxims of constitutional and of statute
construction. Also a treatise on constitutional
limitations upon the national and state legislative
power ; with a chapter on parliamentary law and
parliamentary privileges ; by Platt Potter."--T.p.
Kent Greenwalt's second volume on aspects of legal
interpretation analyzes statutory and common law
interpretation, suggesting that multiple factors are
important for each, and that the relation between
them influences both. The book argues against any
simple "textualism," claiming that even reader
understanding of statutes depends partly on
perceived intent. In respect to common law
interpretation, use of reasoning by analogy is
defended and any simple dichotomy of "holding" and
"dictum" is resisted.
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Contains an introduction to legislation; descriptive
and normative theories of legislation, including
procedural theories of legislation, pluralism and
interest groups, and institutional theories of
legislation; Title VII: interpretive issues and political
theories, the Supreme Court's decision in Griggs,
affirmative action United States Steelworkers of
America v. Weber and Johnson v. Transportation
Agency, Santa Clara County; legislative drafting;
representational structures, structures of legislative
deliberation; statutes as a source of public policy in
the United States; theories of statutory interpretation;
doctrines of statutory interpretation; and the
implementation of statutes.
Neil Duxbury combines analytical legal philosophy and
legal history to explore the concept of legislation.
"No provider or user of an interactive computer service
shall be treated as the publisher or speaker of any
information provided by another information content
provider." Did you know that these twenty-six words are
responsible for much of America's multibillion-dollar
online industry? What we can and cannot write, say, and
do online is based on just one law—a law that protects
online services from lawsuits based on user content. Jeff
Kosseff exposes the workings of Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act, which has lived mostly in
the shadows since its enshrinement in 1996. Because
many segments of American society now exist largely
online, Kosseff argues that we need to understand and
pay attention to what Section 230 really means and how
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it affects what we like, share, and comment upon every
day. The Twenty-Six Words That Created the Internet
tells the story of the institutions that flourished as a result
of this powerful statute. It introduces us to those who
created the law, those who advocated for it, and those
involved in some of the most prominent cases decided
under the law. Kosseff assesses the law that has
facilitated freedom of online speech, trolling, and much
more. His keen eye for the law, combined with his
background as an award-winning journalist, demystifies
a statute that affects all our lives –for good and for ill.
While Section 230 may be imperfect and in need of
refinement, Kosseff maintains that it is necessary to
foster free speech and innovation. For filings from many
of the cases discussed in the book and updates about
Section 230, visit jeffkosseff.com
Created by the Journal of International Law and Politics
at New York University, the Guide to Foreign and
International Legal Citations is the most comprehensive
source for international citations rules. Including 45
country citation systems, as well as citation rules for
international organizations, tribunals, and treaties, the
updated Second Edition offers updated and expanded
coverage. The only reference that focuses entirely on
international citation, Guide to Foreign and International
Legal Citation, Second Edition, features: manageable
length, convenient Wire-O binding, and easy-to-use page
format logical three-part organization: Country Citation
Guides Citation Guides for International Organizations
Citation Guides for International and Regional Tribunals
a Country Profile for each listing followed by its Citation
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Guide examples that reflect acceptable variability of
citation in practice
Presents a systematic, contemporary defence of the
natural law outlook in ethics, politics and jurisprudence.
The fourth edition of this popular book has been
completely revised to include: oÂeo summaries of recent
cases oÂeo new and updated legislative examples oÂeo
increased coverage of the Australian courts' approach to
statutory interpretation oÂeo greater focus on the
importance of statutory interpretation in teaching oÂeo
new legislative examples oÂeo guidance on researching
legislation and applying the principles of statutory
interpretation online chapter summaries oÂeo expanded
cross-references to Pearce and Geddes, Statutory
Interpretation in Australia, 8th edition, 2014 for further
reading oÂeo improved navigability and chapter design
Suitable for students or practitioners, this authoritative
overview of the legislative process and statutory
interpretation moves smoothly and understandably
between the theoretical and the practical. It contains indepth discussion of such topics as theories of legislation
and representation, electoral and legislative structures,
extrinsic sources for statutory interpretation, and
substantive canons of statutory interpretation. Reap the
benefits of the authors' experience, opinions, and insight
and gain a working knowledge of the area.
The publication of the King James version of the Bible,
translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an
extraordinary flowering of English literature and is
universally acknowledged as the greatest influence on
English-language literature in history. Now, world-class
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literary writers introduce the book of the King James
Bible in a series of beautifully designed, small-format
volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative, and
personal engagements with the spirituality and the
language of the text make the Bible come alive as a
stunning work of literature and remind us of its
overwhelming contemporary relevance.
This is the first comprehensive account of the modern
international law of treaty interpretation expressed in
1969 Vienna Convention, Articles 31-33. As stated by
the anonymous referee, it is the most theoretically
advanced and analytically refined work yet accomplished
on this topic. The style of writing is clear and concise,
and the organisation of the book meets the demands of
scholars and practitioners alike.
In this groundbreaking book, Scalia and Garner
systematically explain all the most important principles of
constitutional, statutory, and contractual interpretation in
an engaging and informative style with hundreds of
illustrations from actual cases. Is a burrito a sandwich? Is
a corporation entitled to personal privacy? If you trade a
gun for drugs, are you using a gun in a drug transaction?
The authors grapple with these and dozens of equally
curious questions while explaining the most principled,
lucid, and reliable techniques for deriving meaning from
authoritative texts. Meanwhile, the book takes up some
of the most controversial issues in modern jurisprudence.
What, exactly, is "textualism?" Why is "strict
construction" a bad thing? What is the true doctrine of
"originalism?" And which is more important: the spirit of
the law, or the letter? The authors write with a wellPage 11/12
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argued point of view that is definitive yet nuanced,
straightforward yet sophisticated.
Knowledge of legal language and the ability to use it
effectively are essential requirements for students who
have chosen to study law. A comprehensive course in
English specially prepared for undergraduate students of
law, this book aims to train students in both these
aspects.
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