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Essays bringing out the crucial importance of philology for understanding Old English texts.
The vernacular Anglo-Saxon Chronicles cover the centuries which saw the making of England and its conquest by
Scandinavians and Normans. After Alfred traces their development from their genesis at the court of King Alfred to the
last surviving chronicle produced at the Fenland monastery of Peterborough. These texts have long been part of the
English national story. Pauline Stafford considers the impact of this on their study and editing since the sixteenth century,
addressing all surviving manuscript chronicles, identifying key lost ones, and reconsidering these annalistic texts in the
light of wider European scholarship on medieval historiography. The study stresses the plural 'chronicles', whilst also
identifying a tradition of writing vernacular history which links them. It argues that that tradition was an expression of the
ideology of a southern elite engaged in the conquest and assimilation of old kingdoms north of the Thames, Trent, and
Humber. Vernacular chronicling is seen, not as propaganda, but as engaged history-writing closely connected to the
court, whose networks and personnel were central to the production and continuation of these chronicles. In particular,
After Alfred connects many chronicles to bishops and especially to the Archbishops of York and Canterbury. The
disappearance of the English-speaking elite after the Norman Conquest had profound impacts on these texts. It
repositioned their authors in relation to the court and royal power, and ultimately resulted in the end of this tradition of
vernacular chronicling.
This text offers a thorough and accessible introduction to the interpretation and criticism of a broad range of Old and
Middle English canonical texts from the 9th to the 15th centuries. It outlines current debates and theories and also
explores the major themes and literary issues of texts such as 'Beowulf' and 'The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle'.
Examines representations of women and femininity in Old English poetry and prose.
First published in 2001, Double Agents was the first book-length study of women in Anglo-Saxon written culture that took
on the insights provided by contemporary critical and feminist theory, and it quickly established itself as a standard. Now
available again, it complicates the exclusion of women from the historical record of Anglo-Saxon England by tackling the
deeper questions behind how the feminine is modeled, used, and made metaphoric in Anglo-Saxon texts, even when the
women themselves are absent.
Recognizing the dramatic changes in Old English studies over the past generation, this up-to-date anthology gathers
twenty-one outstanding contemporary critical writings on the prose and poetry of Anglo-Saxon England, from
approximately the seventh through eleventh centuries. The contributors focus on texts most commonly read in
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introductory Old English courses while also engaging with larger issues of Anglo-Saxon history, culture, and scholarship.
Their approaches vary widely, encompassing disciplines from linguistics to psychoanalysis. In an appealing introduction
to the book, R. M. Liuzza presents an overview of Old English studies, the history of the scholarship, and major critical
themes in the field. For both newcomers and more advanced scholars of Old English, these essays will provoke
discussion, answer questions, provide background, and inspire an appreciation for the complexity and energy of AngloSaxon studies.
Charles Wright identifies the characteristic features of Irish Christian literature which influenced Anglo-Saxon vernacular authors. As a fulllength study of Irish influence on Old English religious literature, the book will appeal to scholars in Old English literature, Anglo-Saxon
studies, and Old and Middle Irish literature.
This is a one-volume descriptive history of English literature from the beginning to the Norman Conquest. Emphasis is literary rather than
linguistic. Originally published in 1966. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in
1905.
Interest in the middle ages is at an all time high at the moment, thanks in part to "The Da Vinci Code." Never has there been a moment more
propitious for a study of our misconceptions of the Middle Ages than now. Ranging across religion, art, and science, Misconceptions about
the Middle Ages unravels some of the many misinterpretations that have evolved concerning the medieval period, including: the church war
science art society With an impressive international array of contributions, the book will be essential reading for students and scholars
involved with medieval religion, history, and culture.
The History of English provides an accessible introduction to the changes that English has undergone from its Indo-European beginnings to
the present day. The text looks at the major periods in the history of English, and provides for each a socio-historical context, an overview of
the relevant major linguistic changes, and also focuses on an area of current research interest, either in sociolinguistics or in literary studies.
Exercises and activities that allow the reader to get 'hands-on' with different stages of the language, as well as with the concepts of language
change, are also included. By explaining language change with close reference to literary and other textual examples and emphasising the
integral link between a language and its society, this text is especially useful for students of literature as well as linguistics.
This study covers the early medieval period up to c.1300 and includes information about seafaring, ships and their construction. It contains an
extensive dictionary. Each entry has its own etymology and quotations, and is briefly analysed using evidence from the fields of archaeology,
art history, history, philology, and linguistics. It is a reference work for the use of anyone interested in the language, archaeology, and history
of ships in early medieval England. It is based on the author's 2002 monograph on Old English terminology for ships and parts of ships before
1100, which was published in German. The author has reorganised, revised and added to that work so as to make the results of her research
accessible to readers from varying disciplines and a wider audience. In addition to the dictionary there are lists of source texts, a nautical
glossary and a catalogue of images and finds.
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The publication of this volume of essays is a milestone in Old English studies. It is the first collection to examine this literature from a feminist
perspective. Although the contributors represent a plurality of approaches and positions, they share a common objective: to reassess women
as women, as they actually appear in the laws, in works written by women, and in canonical literature. The essays address, correct, and
round out the nineteenth-century Anglo-Saxon critical tradition and begin fresh exploration of the women in Old English literature. The
subjects discussed fall into the following broad categories: the historical record; sexuality and folklore; language and difference in
characterization and the "deconstructed" stereotype. Contributors include Marijane Osborn; Christine E. Fell; F.T. Wainwright; Pauline
Stafford; Frank M. Stenton; Mary P. Richard s and B. Jane Stanfield; Carol J. Clover; Edith Whitehurst Williams; Paul E. Szarmach; Audrey L.
Meaney; Helen Damico; Patricia A. Belanoff; L. John Sklute; Paul Beekman Taylor; Alexandra Hennessey Olsen; Joyce Hill; Jane Chance;
Alain Renoir; Dolores Warwick Frese; and Anita R. Riedinger.

Women's literary histories usually start in the later Middle Ages, but recent scholarship has shown that actually women
were at the heart of the emergence of the English literary tradition. Women, Writing and Religion in England and Beyond,
650–1100 focuses on the period before the so-called 'Barking Renaissance' of women's writing in the 12th century. By
examining the surviving evidence of women's authorship, as well as the evidence of women's engagement with literary
culture more widely, Diane Watt argues that early women's writing was often lost, suppressed, or deliberately destroyed.
In particular she considers the different forms of male 'overwriting', to which she ascribes the multiple connotations of
'destruction', 'preservation', 'control' and 'suppression'. She uses the term to describe the complex relationship between
male authors and their female subjects to capture the ways in which texts can attempt to control and circumscribe female
autonomy. Written by one of the leading experts in medieval women's writing, Women, Writing and Religion in England
and Beyond, 650–1100 examines women's literary engagement in monasteries such as Ely, Whitby, Barking and Wilton
Abbey, as well as letters and hagiographies from the 8th and 9th centuries. Diane Watt provides a much-needed look at
women's writing in the early medieval period that is crucial to understanding women's literary history more broadly.
Motherhood and Mothering in Anglo-Saxon England sifts through the historical evidence to describe and analyze a world
of violence and intrigue, where mothers needed to devise their own systems to protect, nurture, and teach their children.
Mary Dockray-Miller casts a maternal eye on Bede, the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, and Beowulf to reveal mothers who
created rituals, genealogies, and institutions for their children and themselves. Little-known historical figures - queens,
abbesses, and other noblewomen - used their power in court and convent to provide education, medical care, and safety
for their children, showing us that mothers of a thousand years ago and mothers of today had many of the same goals
and aspirations.
First title in a new series of annotated bibliographies - includes prose proverbs, romances, computistical texts,
Enchiridion, magico- medical literature, etc.
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An easy-to-follow overview of the history of English literature ranges from Chaucer to the present day as it looks at the
evolution of literature on both sides of the Atlantic, examining a wide range of genres--including fiction, poetry, drama,
and prose--and profiling the contributions of such key figures as Shakespeare, Milton, Updike, and others. Original.
From vampires and demons to ghosts and zombies, interest in monsters in literature, film, and popular culture has never
been stronger. This concise Encyclopedia provides scholars and students with a comprehensive and authoritative A-Z of
monsters throughout the ages. It is the first major reference book on monsters for the scholarly market. Over 200 entries
written by experts in the field are accompanied by an overview introduction by the editor. Generic entries such as 'ghost'
and 'vampire' are cross-listed with important specific manifestations of that monster. In addition to monsters appearing in
English-language literature and film, the Encyclopedia also includes significant monsters in Spanish, French, Italian,
German, Russian, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, African and Middle Eastern traditions. Alphabetically organized, the
entries each feature suggestions for further reading. The Ashgate Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic Monsters is an
invaluable resource for all students and scholars and an essential addition to library reference shelves.
In this book we have shown all the subject matter which is necessary to become a teacher.This is the only motive of
writing this book that all our students who are preparing for teacher recruitment, they also get success.
Sample Text
This Companion has been thoroughly revised to take account of recent scholarship and to provide a clear and accessible
introduction for those encountering Old English literature for the first time. Including seventeen essays by distinguished
scholars, this new edition provides a discussion of the literature of the period 600 to 1066 in the context of how AngloSaxon society functioned. New chapters cover topics including preaching and teaching, Beowulf and literacy, and a
further five chapters have been revised and updated, including those on the Old English language, perceptions of eternity
and Anglo-Saxon learning. An additional concluding chapter on Old English after 1066 offers an overview of the study
and cultural influences of Old English literature to the present day. Finally, the further reading list has been overhauled to
incorporate the most up-to-date scholarship in the field and the latest electronic resources for students.
There is no published account of the history of religious women in England before the Norman Conquest. Yet, female
saints and abbesses, such as Hild of Whitby or Edith of Wilton, are among the most celebrated women recorded in AngloSaxon sources and their stories are of popular interest. This book offers the first general and critical assessment of
female religious communities in early medieval England. It transforms our understanding of the different modes of
religious vocation and institutional provision and thereby gives early medieval women’s history a new foundation.
The story of one man's triumph over a legendary monster, Beowulf marks the beginning of Anglo-Saxon literature as we
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know it today. This Enriched Classic includes: • A concise introduction that gives readers important background
information • A timeline of significant events that provides the book's historical context • An outline of key themes and
plot points to help readers form their own interpretations • Detailed explanatory notes • Critical analysis and modern
perspectives on the work • Discussion questions to promote lively classroom and book group interaction • A list of
recommended related books and films to broaden the reader's experience Enriched Classics offer readers affordable
editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship provided in
Enriched Classics enables readers to appreciate, understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full potential.
Series edited by Cynthia Brantley Johnson
"A 22-volume, highly illustrated, A-Z general encyclopedia for all ages, featuring sections on How to use WORLD BOOK,
Other Research Aids, Pronunciation Key, A Student Guide to Better Writing, Speaking, and Research Skills, and
comprehensive index"--Provi
In this remarkable study of over 2,200 female and male saints, Jane Schulenburg explores women's status and
experience in early medieval society and in the Church by examining factors such as family wealth and power,
patronage, monasticism, virginity, and motherhood. The result is a unique depiction of the lives of these strong, creative,
independent-minded women who achieved a visibility in their society that led to recognition of sanctity. "A tremendous
piece of scholarship. . . . This journey through more than 2,000 saints is anything but dull. Along the way, Schulenburg
informs our ideas regarding the role of saints in the medieval psyche, gender-specific identification, and the heroics of
virginity." —Library Journal "[This book] will be a kind of 'roots' experience for some readers. They will hear the voices,
haunted and haunting, of their distant ancestors and understand more about themselves." —Christian Science Monitor
"This fascinating book reaches far beyond the history of Christianity to recreate the 'herstory' of a whole gender." —Kate
Saunders, The Independent
Old English Prose of Secular LearningBoydell & Brewer Ltd
An encyclopedia designed especially to meet the needs of elementary, junior high, and senior high school students.
This book offers an analysis of the status and function of the Anglo-Saxon prognostics in their manuscript context, a
study of their introduction to and transmission in Anglo-Saxon England, and, for the first time, a comprehensive edition of
prognostics in Old English and Latin.
Unique and beautiful, Beowulf brings to life a society of violence and honor, fierce warriors and bloody battles, deadly
monsters and famous swords. Written by an unknown poet in about the eighth century, this masterpiece of Anglo-Saxton
literature transforms legends, myth, history, and ancient songs into the richly colored tale of the hero Beowulf, the
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loathsome man-eater Grendel, his vengeful water-hag mother, and a treasure-hoarding dragon. The earliest surviving
epic poem in any modern European language. Beowulf is a stirring portrait of a heroic world–somber, vast, and
magnificent.
Explores how a Christian notion of freedom incurring responsibility was a component of identity, examining secular
writings, liturgy, canon and civil law, chronicle, dialogue, and hagiography to analyze the practice of obedience in the
monastic context.
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