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Pastoralia George Saunders
From the highly acclaimed cult author of Pastoralia, comes a novella and short-story
collection.
George Saunders' Pastoralia is an exaggerated dystopia of late capitalist America,
merging the spirit of James Thurber with the world of the Simpsons. In his entry in Ig's
acclaimed Bookmarked series, award-winning author Charles Holdefer addresses how
Saunders captures the pain and absurdity of the American service sector, and does
justice to the dignity of the people who struggle there. Charles Holdefer has published
four novels with the Permanent Press. His short fiction has appeared in many
magazines, including the New England Review, Chicago Quarterly Review, North
American Review, Los Angeles Review, Slice, and Yellow Silk. His story The Raptor
won a Pushcart Prize in 2016. Holdefer grew up in Iowa and is a graduate of the Iowa
Writers' Workshop and the Sorbonne. He currently teaches at the University of Poitiers,
France.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE The
“devastatingly moving” (People) first novel from the author of Tenth of December: a
moving and original father-son story featuring none other than Abraham Lincoln, as well
as an unforgettable cast of supporting characters, living and dead, historical and
invented Named One of Paste’s Best Novels of the Decade • Named One of the Ten
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Best Books of the Year by The Washington Post, USA Today, and Maureen Corrigan,
NPR • One of Time’s Ten Best Novels of the Year • A New York Times Notable Book
• One of O: The Oprah Magazine’s Best Books of the Year February 1862. The Civil
War is less than one year old. The fighting has begun in earnest, and the nation has
begun to realize it is in for a long, bloody struggle. Meanwhile, President Lincoln’s
beloved eleven-year-old son, Willie, lies upstairs in the White House, gravely ill. In a
matter of days, despite predictions of a recovery, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a
Georgetown cemetery. “My poor boy, he was too good for this earth,” the president
says at the time. “God has called him home.” Newspapers report that a grief-stricken
Lincoln returns, alone, to the crypt several times to hold his boy’s body. From that seed
of historical truth, George Saunders spins an unforgettable story of familial love and
loss that breaks free of its realistic, historical framework into a supernatural realm both
hilarious and terrifying. Willie Lincoln finds himself in a strange purgatory where ghosts
mingle, gripe, commiserate, quarrel, and enact bizarre acts of penance. Within this
transitional state—called, in the Tibetan tradition, the bardo—a monumental struggle
erupts over young Willie’s soul. Lincoln in the Bardo is an astonishing feat of
imagination and a bold step forward from one of the most important and influential
writers of his generation. Formally daring, generous in spirit, deeply concerned with
matters of the heart, it is a testament to fiction’s ability to speak honestly and
powerfully to the things that really matter to us. Saunders has invented a thrilling new
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form that deploys a kaleidoscopic, theatrical panorama of voices to ask a timeless,
profound question: How do we live and love when we know that everything we love
must end? “A luminous feat of generosity and humanism.”—Colson Whitehead, The
New York Times Book Review “A masterpiece.”—Zadie Smith
Best friends separated by global events after college, Mickey Montauk and Halifax
Corderoy keep in touch with one another by editing a Wikipedia article about
themselves.
Since its publication in 1996, George Saunders’s debut collection has grown in esteem
from a cherished cult classic to a masterpiece of the form, inspiring an entire generation
of writers along the way. In six stories and a novella, Saunders hatches an
unforgettable cast of characters, each struggling to survive in an increasingly haywire
world. With a new introduction by Joshua Ferris and a new author’s note by Saunders
himself, this edition is essential reading for those seeking to discover or revisit a
virtuosic, disturbingly prescient voice. Praise for George Saunders and CivilWarLand in
Bad Decline “It’s no exaggeration to say that short story master George Saunders
helped change the trajectory of American fiction.”—The Wall Street Journal
“Saunders’s satiric vision of America is dark and demented; it’s also ferocious and
very funny.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times “George Saunders is a writer of
arresting brilliance and originality, with a sure sense of his material and apparently
inexhaustible resources of voice. [CivilWarLand in Bad Decline] is scary, hilarious, and
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unforgettable.”—Tobias Wolff “Saunders makes the all-but-impossible look
effortless.”—Jonathan Franzen “Not since Twain has America produced a satirist this
funny.”—Zadie Smith “An astoundingly tuned voice—graceful, dark, authentic, and
funny—telling just the kinds of stories we need to get us through these times.”—Thomas
Pynchon
The National Book Award finalist and debut novel by the bestselling author of The
Dinner Party: "A readymade classic of the office-novel genre. . . . A truly affecting novel
about work, trust, love, and loneliness." --Seattle Times No one knows us quite the
same way as the men and women who sit beside us in department meetings and crowd
the office refrigerator with their labeled yogurts. Every office is a family of sorts, and the
ad agency Joshua Ferris brilliantly depicts in his debut novel is family at its strangest
and best, coping with a business downturn in the time-honored way: through gossip,
pranks, and increasingly frequent coffee breaks. With a demon's eye for the details that
make life worth noticing, Joshua Ferris tells a true and funny story about survival in
life's strangest environment--the one we pretend is normal five days a week.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • This inspiring meditation on kindness from the
author of Lincoln in the Bardo is based on his popular commencement address. Three
months after George Saunders gave a graduation address at Syracuse University, a
transcript of that speech was posted on the website of The New York Times, where its
simple, uplifting message struck a deep chord. Within days, it had been shared more
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than one million times. Why? Because Saunders’s words tap into a desire in all of us to
lead kinder, more fulfilling lives. Powerful, funny, and wise, Congratulations, by the way
is an inspiring message from one of today’s most influential and original writers. Praise
for Congratulations, by the way “As slender as a psalm, and as heavy.”—The New York
Times “The graduating college senior in your life probably just wants money. But if you
want to impart some heartfelt, plainspoken wisdom in addition to a check, you can't do
much better than [Congratulations, by the way].”—Entertainment Weekly “The loving
selflessness that [George Saunders] advises and the interconnectedness that he
recognizes couldn’t be purer or simpler—or more challenging.”—Kirkus Reviews “Warm
and tender.”—Publishers Weekly
In this, his first collection of essays, Saunders trains his eye on the real world rather
than the fictional and reveals it to be brimming with wonderful, marvellous strangeness.
As he faces a political and cultural reality saturated with lazy media, false promises and
political doublespeak, Saunders invokes the wisdom of American literary heroes Twain,
Vonnegut and Barthelme and inspires us to re-examine our assumptions about the
world we live in, as we struggle to discover what is really there.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NAMED
ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST FICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY AND
BUZZFEED • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW
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YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
BY People • The New York Times Magazine • NPR • Entertainment Weekly • New
York • The Telegraph • BuzzFeed • Kirkus Reviews • BookPage • Shelf Awareness
Includes an extended conversation with David Sedaris One of the most important and
blazingly original writers of his generation, George Saunders is an undisputed master of
the short story, and Tenth of December is his most honest, accessible, and moving
collection yet. In the taut opener, “Victory Lap,” a boy witnesses the attempted
abduction of the girl next door and is faced with a harrowing choice: Does he ignore
what he sees, or override years of smothering advice from his parents and act? In
“Home,” a combat-damaged soldier moves back in with his mother and struggles to
reconcile the world he left with the one to which he has returned. And in the title story, a
stunning meditation on imagination, memory, and loss, a middle-aged cancer patient
walks into the woods to commit suicide, only to encounter a troubled young boy who,
over the course of a fateful morning, gives the dying man a final chance to recall who
he really is. A hapless, deluded owner of an antiques store; two mothers struggling to
do the right thing; a teenage girl whose idealism is challenged by a brutal brush with
reality; a man tormented by a series of pharmaceutical experiments that force him to
lust, to love, to kill—the unforgettable characters that populate the pages of Tenth of
December are vividly and lovingly infused with Saunders’s signature blend of
exuberant prose, deep humanity, and stylistic innovation. Writing brilliantly and
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profoundly about class, sex, love, loss, work, despair, and war, Saunders cuts to the
core of the contemporary experience. These stories take on the big questions and
explore the fault lines of our own morality, delving into the questions of what makes us
good and what makes us human. Unsettling, insightful, and hilarious, the stories in
Tenth of December—through their manic energy, their focus on what is redeemable in
human beings, and their generosity of spirit—not only entertain and delight; they fulfill
Chekhov’s dictum that art should “prepare us for tenderness.” GEORGE SAUNDERS
WAS NAMED ONE OF THE 100 MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN THE WORLD BY
TIME MAGAZINE
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Lincoln in the Bardo, a darkly comic
short story about the unintended consequences unleashed by our quest to tame the
natural world—featuring gorgeous black-and-white illustrations by Chelsea Cardinal. Fox
8 has always been known as the daydreamer in his pack, the one his fellow foxes
regard with a knowing snort and a roll of the eyes. That is, until he develops a unique
skill: He teaches himself to speak “Yuman” by hiding in the bushes outside a house
and listening to children’s bedtime stories. The power of language fuels his abundant
curiosity about people—even after “danjer” arrives in the form of a new shopping mall
that cuts off his food supply, sending Fox 8 on a harrowing quest to help save his pack.
Told with his distinctive blend of humor and pathos, Fox 8 showcases the extraordinary
imaginative talents of George Saunders, whom The New York Times called “the writer
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for our time.”
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the Booker Prize–winning author of Lincoln
in the Bardo and Tenth of December comes a literary master class on what makes
great stories work and what they can tell us about ourselves—and our world today.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY ESQUIRE • “[A] worship
song to writers and readers.”—Oprah Daily For the last twenty years, George Saunders
has been teaching a class on the Russian short story to his MFA students at Syracuse
University. In A Swim in a Pond in the Rain, he shares a version of that class with us,
offering some of what he and his students have discovered together over the years.
Paired with iconic short stories by Chekhov, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and Gogol, the seven
essays in this book are intended for anyone interested in how fiction works and why it’s
more relevant than ever in these turbulent times. In his introduction, Saunders writes,
“We’re going to enter seven fastidiously constructed scale models of the world, made
for a specific purpose that our time maybe doesn’t fully endorse but that these writers
accepted implicitly as the aim of art—namely, to ask the big questions, questions like,
How are we supposed to be living down here? What were we put here to accomplish?
What should we value? What is truth, anyway, and how might we recognize it?” He
approaches the stories technically yet accessibly, and through them explains how
narrative functions; why we stay immersed in a story and why we resist it; and the
bedrock virtues a writer must foster. The process of writing, Saunders reminds us, is a
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technical craft, but also a way of training oneself to see the world with new openness
and curiosity. A Swim in a Pond in the Rain is a deep exploration not just of how great
writing works but of how the mind itself works while reading, and of how the reading
and writing of stories make genuine connection possible.
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY NPR
Amy Poehler, Mel Brooks, Adam McKay, George Saunders, Bill Hader, Patton Oswalt,
and many more take us deep inside the mysterious world of comedy in this fascinating,
laugh-out-loud-funny book. Packed with behind-the-scenes stories—from a day in the
writers’ room at The Onion to why a sketch does or doesn’t make it onto Saturday
Night Live to how the BBC nearly erased the entire first season of Monty Python’s
Flying Circus—Poking a Dead Frog is a must-read for comedy buffs, writers and pop
culture junkies alike.
Stories, essays, and interviews explore dystopias that may offer lessons for the
present. As the recent success of Margaret Atwood's novel-turned-television hit
Handmaid's Tale shows us, dystopia is more than minatory fantasy; it offers a critical
lens upon the present. “It is not only a kind of vocabulary and idiom,” says bestselling
author and volume editor Junot Diaz. “It is a useful arena in which to begin to think
about who we are becoming.” Bringing together some of the most prominent writers of
science fiction and introducing fresh talent, this collection of stories, essays, and
interviews explores global dystopias in apocalyptic landscapes and tech futures, in
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robot sentience and forever war. Global Dystopias engages the familiar horrors of
George Orwell's 1984 alongside new work by China Miéville, Tananarive Due, and
Maria Dahvana Headley. In “Don't Press Charges, and I Won't Sue,” award-winning
writer Charlie Jane Anders uses popularized stigmas toward transgender people to
create a not-so-distant future in which conversion therapy is not only normalized, but
funded by the government. Henry Farrell surveys the work of dystopian forebear Philip
K. Dick and argues that distinctions between the present and the possible future aren't
always that clear. Contributors also include Margaret Atwood and award-winning
speculative writer, Nalo Hopkinson. In the era of Trump, resurgent populism, and
climate denial, this collection poses vital questions about politics and civic responsibility
and subjectivity itself. If we have, as Díaz says, reached peak dystopia, then Global
Dystopias might just be the handbook we need to survive it. Contributors Charlie Jane
Anders, Margaret Atwood, Adrienne Bernhard, Mark Bould, Thea Costantino,
Tananarive Due, Henry Farrell, JR Fenn, Maria Dahvana Headley, Nalo Hopkinson,
Mike McClelland, Maureen McHugh, China Miéville, Jordy Rosenberg, Peter Ross,
Sumudu Samarwickrama
'Saunders is an astoundingly tuned voice - graceful, dark, authentic and funny - telling
just the kind of stories we need to get us through these times' Thomas Pynchon In
PASTORALIA elements of contemporary life are twisted, merged and amplified into a
slightly skewed version of modern America. A couple live and work in a caveman themePage 10/22
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park, where speaking is an instantly punishable offence. A born loser attends a selfhelp seminar where he is encouraged to rid himself of all the people who are 'crapping
in your oatmeal'. And a male exotic dancer and his family are terrorised by their
decomposing aunt who visits them with a solemn message from beyond the grave.
With an uncanny combination of deadpan naturalism and uproarious humour, George
Saunders creates a world that is both indelibly original and yet hauntingly familiar ...
In Flannery O'Connor's hometown of Milledgeville, Georgia, reckless relationships lead
to a tragedy that forever alters the town and the author herself. Crippled by lupus at
twenty-five, celebrated author Flannery O'Connor was forced to leave New York City
and return home to Andalusia, her family farm in Milledgeville, Georgia. Years later, as
Flannery is finishing a novel and tending to her menagerie of peacocks, her mother
drags her to the wedding of a family friend. Cookie Himmel embodies every facet of
Southern womanhood that Flannery lacks: she is revered for her beauty and grace; she
is at the helm of every ladies' organization in town; and she has returned from her time
in Manhattan with a rich fiancé, Melvin Whiteson. Melvin has come to Milledgeville to
begin a new chapter in his life, but it is not until he meets Flannery that he starts to take
a good hard look at the choices he has made. Despite the limitations of her disease,
Flannery seems to be more alive than other people, and Melvin is drawn to her like a
moth to a candle flame. Melvin is not the only person in Milledgeville who starts to feel
that life is passing him by. Lona Waters, the dutiful wife of a local policeman, is hired by
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Cookie to help create a perfect home. As Lona spends her days sewing curtains, she is
given an opportunity to remember what it feels like to be truly alive, and she seizes it
with both hands. Heartbreakingly beautiful and inescapably human, these ordinary and
extraordinary people chart their own courses through life. In the aftermath of one tragic
afternoon, they are all forced to look at themselves and face up to Flannery's
observation that "the truth does not change according to our ability to stomach it."
Contains a collection of short satirical works, including "The Red Bow," in which a town
is consumed by pet-killing hysteria, and "Bohemians," in which two Eastern European
widows attempt to fit into suburban America.
George Saunders' heartbreaking and hilarious vision of betrayal, loyalty and humiliation
in a decaying American theme park. In a twisted yet recognizable versio of corporate
life, Ed and Janet work as cave-men re-enactors in a second-rate amusement park
teetering on the brink of financial ruin. Both have family troubles and are desperate to
keep their jobs in the face of company-wide layoffs and morally dubious practices. It's
the 21st century of corporate bosses, fax machines, drugs and tourists, a dystopia of
dark wit. Approximate running time: 90 minutes.
No Marketing Blurb
“In twenty-nine separate but ingenious ways, these stories seek permanent residence
within a reader. They strive to become an emotional or intellectual cargo that might
accompany us wherever, or however, we go. . . . If we are made by what we read, if
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language truly builds people into what they are, how they think, the depth with which
they feel, then these stories are, to me, premium material for that construction project.
You could build a civilization with them.” —Ben Marcus, from the Introduction Awardwinning author of Notable American Women Ben Marcus brings us this engaging and
comprehensive collection of short stories that explore the stylistic variety of the medium
in America today. Sea Oak by George Saunders Everything Ravaged, Everything
Burned by Wells Tower Do Not Disturb by A.M. Homes The Girl in the Flammable Skirt
by Aimee Bender The Caretaker by Anthony Doerr The Old Dictionary by Lydia Davis
The Father’s Blessing by Mary Caponegro The Life and Work of Alphonse Kauders by
Aleksandar Hemon People Shouldn’t Have to be the Ones to Tell You by Gary Lutz
Histories of the Undead by Kate Braverman When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine by
Jhumpa Lahiri Down the Road by Stephen Dixon X Number of Possibilities by Joanna
Scott Tiny, Smiling Daddy by Mary Gaitskill Brief Interviews with Hideous Men by David
Foster Wallace The Sound Gun by Matthew Derby Short Talks by Anne Carson Field
Events by Rick Bass Scarliotti and the Sinkhole by Padgett Powell
A stunning collection including the story "Sea Oak," from the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of the Man Booker Prize-winning novel Lincoln in the Bardo and the
story collection Tenth of December, a 2013 National Book Award Finalist for Fiction.
Hailed by Thomas Pynchon as "graceful, dark, authentic, and funny," George Saunders
gives us, in his inventive and beloved voice, this bestselling collection of stories set
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against a warped, hilarious, and terrifyingly recognizable American landscape.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of the Man Booker Prize-winning novel
Lincoln in the Bardo and the story collection Tenth of December, a 2013 National Book
Award Finalist for Fiction. In a profoundly strange country called Inner Horner, large
enough for only one resident at a time, citizens waiting to enter the country fall under
the rule of the power-hungry and tyrannical Phil, setting off a chain of injustice and
mass hysteria. An Animal Farm for the 21st century, this is an incendiary political satire
of unprecedented imagination, spiky humor, and cautionary appreciation for the hysteric
in everyone. Over six years in the writing, and brilliantly and beautifully packaged, this
novella is Saunders' first stand-alone, book-length work—and his first book for adults in
five years.
Ashamed of his younger brother's physical handicaps, an older brother teaches him
how to walk and pushes him to attempt more strenuous activities.
From the bestselling author of Tenth of December comes a splendid new edition of his
acclaimed collaboration with the illustrator behind The Stinky Cheese Man and James
and the Giant Peach! Featuring fifty-two haunting and hilarious images, The Very
Persistent Gappers of Frip is a modern fable for people of all ages that touches on the
power of kindness, generosity, compassion, and community. In the seaside village of
Frip live three families: the Romos, the Ronsens, and a little girl named Capable and
her father. The economy of Frip is based solely on goat’s milk, and this is a problem
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because the village is plagued by gappers: bright orange, many-eyed creatures the size
of softballs that love to attach themselves to goats. When a gapper gets near a goat, it
lets out a high-pitched shriek of joy that puts the goats off giving milk, which means that
every few hours the children of Frip have to go outside, brush the gappers off their
goats, and toss them into the sea. The gappers have always been everyone’s problem,
until one day they get a little smarter, and instead of spreading out, they gang up: on
Capable’s goats. Free at last of the tyranny of the gappers, will her neighbors rally to
help her? Or will they turn their backs, forcing Capable to bear the misfortune alone?
Featuring fifty-two haunting and hilarious illustrations by Lane Smith and a brilliant story
by George Saunders that explores universal themes of community and kindness, The
Very Persistent Gappers of Frip is a rich and resonant story for those that have all and
those that have not. Praise for The Very Persistent Gappers of Frip “In a perfect world,
every child would own a copy of this profound, funny fable. . . . Every adult would own a
copy too, and would marvel at how this smart, subversive little book is even deeper and
more hilarious than any child could know.”—Entertainment Weekly “Saunders’s
idiosyncratic voice makes an almost perfect accompaniment to children’s book
illustrator Smith’s heightened characterizations and slightly surreal
backdrops.”—Publishers Weekly “A riveting, funny, and sly new fairy tale.”—Miami
Herald
All her life, Abi has run. Now she's run out of reality.After betraying her girlfriend, Kit,
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Abi takes advantage of the confused nature of Break Pointe to run to a different reality.
Abi tries to start over with a different Kit. When that reality begins to disintegrate, Abi
discovers a shocking secret.Every dimension and reality in existence is being destroyed
one by one by an unknown force. Abi runs again, barely escaping, and is trapped in
another strange reality with no way home. There, she meets Miranda, a young woman
who struggles to accept her own dark past. Slowly, Abi begins to confront not just the
reality she's in but the truth of who she is.She struggles to find a way to get back to her
original universe and warn people of the coming disaster. But she doesn't know if they
will trust her, or if anything can be done to stop the end of the universe.
This timely volume explores the signal contribution George Saunders has made to the
development of the short story form in books ranging from CivilWarLand in Bad Decline (1996)
to Tenth of December (2013). The book brings together a team of scholars from around the
world to explore topics ranging from Saunders’s treatment of work and religion to biopolitics
and the limits of the short story form. It also includes an interview with Saunders specially
conducted for the volume, and a preliminary bibliography of his published works and critical
responses to an expanding and always exciting creative œuvre. Coinciding with the release of
the Saunders’ first novel, Lincoln in the Bardo (2017), George Saunders: Critical Essays is the
first book-length consideration of a major contemporary author’s work. It is essential reading
for anyone interested in twenty-first century fiction.
WINNER OF THE 2014 FOLIO PRIZE AND SHORTLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD 2013 George Saunders's most wryly hilarious and disturbing collection yet, Tenth of
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December illuminates human experience and explores figures lost in a labyrinth of troubling
preoccupations. A family member recollects a backyard pole dressed for all occasions; Jeff
faces horrifying ultimatums and the prospect of DarkenfloxxTM in some unusual drug trials;
and Al Roosten hides his own internal monologue behind a winning smile that he hopes will
make him popular. With dark visions of the future riffing against ghosts of the past and the eversettling present, this collection sings with astonishing charm and intensity.
Newbery Medalist Avi delivers a stark, unflinching account of the boys of a tiny Polish village
during the Great War who are determined to prove themselves with a simple dare that spins
disastrously out of control.
When Michael was a kid, he saw his grandfather fly, unaided, over the family's vegetable
garden. As a young man, he is obsessed with learning the old man's secret. But grandfather's
nowhere to be found, and his grandmother has secrets of her own. From Monstrous Affections,
this tale is part of Stoker Award-winner David Nickle’s collection of short fiction about love in
all its horrific proportions. ChiZine Publications (CZP) curates the best of the bizarre, bringing
you the most excitingly weird, subtle, dark, and disturbing literary fiction. Look for more titles in
the ChiZine short stories collection to build your digital library.
Features essays written by the author on different subjects, but often comes back to the
questions what happens when men behave badly and when women behave too well.
In doing so, this book offers a new literary history of the modernist period, one that attends
both to the material circulation of texts and to the broader intellectual currents of the time.
An inspiring message from the inaugural Folio Prize winner, George Saunders, one of today's
most influential and original writers
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In un futuro prossimo in cui il consumismo e l'aziendalismo regnano incontrastati, i personaggi
sono ingabbiati in esistenze assurde e umilianti: chi deve interpretare il cavernicolo in un parco
a tema, scuoiando capre di giorno e facendo rapporto via fax al capo ogni sera; chi fa lo
spogliarellista in uno strip club dove le clienti compilano severissime «Classifiche dei Carini»;
chi cerca l'autostima in improbabili incontri motivazionali o l'amore nell'aula di un corso di
recupero per automobilisti indisciplinati.Nella sua seconda raccolta di racconti, che l’ha
consacrato come l’erede di Mark Twain e Kurt Vonnegut nel filone più comico e immaginifico
della letteratura americana, George Saunders descrive un mondo grottesco e tragicomico,
rivelandosi però un maestro nel cogliere i piccoli gesti di umanità e gentilezza capaci di far
rinascere la speranza.

The American Civil Liberties Union partners with award-winning authors Michael
Chabon and Ayelet Waldman in this “forceful, beautifully written” (Associated
Press) collection that brings together many of our greatest living writers, each
contributing an original piece inspired by a historic ACLU case. On January 19,
1920, a small group of idealists and visionaries, including Helen Keller, Jane
Addams, Roger Baldwin, and Crystal Eastman, founded the American Civil
Liberties Union. A century after its creation, the ACLU remains the nation’s
premier defender of the rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution. In
collaboration with the ACLU, authors Michael Chabon and Ayelet Waldman have
curated an anthology of essays “full of struggle, emotion, fear, resilience, hope,
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and triumph” (Los Angeles Review of Books) about landmark cases in the
organization’s one-hundred-year history. Fight of the Century takes you inside
the trials and the stories that have shaped modern life. Some of the most
prominent cases that the ACLU has been involved in—Brown v. Board of
Education, Roe v. Wade, Miranda v. Arizona—need little introduction. Others you
may never even have heard of, yet their outcomes quietly defined the world we
live in now. Familiar or little-known, each case springs to vivid life in the hands of
the acclaimed writers who dive into the history, narrate their personal
experiences, and debate the questions at the heart of each issue. Hector Tobar
introduces us to Ernesto Miranda, the felon whose wrongful conviction inspired
the now-iconic Miranda rights—which the police would later read to the man
suspected of killing him. Yaa Gyasi confronts the legacy of Brown v. Board of
Education, in which the ACLU submitted a friend of- the-court brief questioning
why a nation that has sent men to the moon still has public schools so unequal
that they may as well be on different planets. True to the ACLU’s spirit of
principled dissent, Scott Turow offers a blistering critique of the ACLU’s stance
on campaign finance. These powerful stories, along with essays from Neil
Gaiman, Meg Wolitzer, Salman Rushdie, Ann Patchett, Viet Thanh Nguyen,
Louise Erdrich, George Saunders, and many more, remind us that the issues the
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ACLU has engaged over the past one hundred years remain as vital as ever
today, and that we can never take our liberties for granted. Chabon and
Waldman are donating their advance to the ACLU and the contributors are
forgoing payment.
The short story is one of the most difficult types of prose to write and one of the
most pleasurable to read. From Boccaccio's Decameron to The Collected Stories
of Reynolds Price, Charles May gives us an understanding of the history and
structure of this demanding form of fiction. Beginning with a general history of the
genre, he moves on to focus on the nineteenth-century when the modern short
story began to come into focus. From there he moves on to later nineteenthcentury realism and early twentieth-century formalism and finally to the modern
renaissance of the form that shows no signs of abating. A chronology of
significant events, works and figures from the genre's history, notes and
references and an extensive bibliographic essay with recommended reading
round out the volume.
Fiction. This darkly humorous collection of short fiction by Charles Holdefer,
author of The Contractor and Back in the Game, revolves gracefully around an
esoteric and, it goes without saying, entirely fictional account of the imaginary
formative years of someone who at times resembles America's most
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notorious--so far!--Vice President. This center provides a jumping-off point for
free-wheeling, fanciful explorations, both poetic and satirical, into the archaeology
of the banality of evil, that reveal, with a light touch and forgiving good humor, the
soul-distorting burdens of duty, repression and narcissism in our daily life.
Pastoralia was published to huge literary acclaim, establishing George Saunders,
one of the New Yorker's 'twenty writers for the 21st century', as one of the most
hypnotic and original voices of contemporary fiction.
Featuring critical and biographical portraits of notable figures of the American
Civil War, Patriotic Gore remains one of Edmund Wilson's greatest
achievements. Considered one of the 100 Best Nonfiction books by The Modern
Library. Figures discussed include Harriet Beecher Stowe, Abraham Lincoln,
Ulysses S. Grant, William Tecumseh Sherman, and Oliver Wendell Holmes,
among many others.
PastoraliaA&C Black
His wife, Norma, has run off with her ex-husband, taking Ray's cards, shotgun
and car. But from the receipts, Ray can track where they've gone. He takes off
after them, as does an irritatingly tenacious bail bondsman, both following the
romantic couple's spending as far as Mexico. There Ray meets Dr Reo Symes,
the seemingly down-on-his-luck and rather eccentric owner of a beaten up and
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broken down bus, who needs a ride to Belize. The further they drive, in a car held
together by coat-hangers and excesses of oil, the wilder their journey gets. But
they're not going to give up easily.
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