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Following Thomas Jefferson from the drafting of the Declaration of Independence to his
retirement in Monticello, Joseph J. Ellis unravels the contradictions of the Jeffersonian
character. He gives us the slaveholding libertarian who was capable of decrying
mescegenation while maintaing an intimate relationship with his slave, Sally Hemmings;
the enemy of government power who exercisdd it audaciously as president; the
visionarty who remained curiously blind to the inconsistencies in his nature. American
Sphinx is a marvel of scholarship, a delight to read, and an essential gloss on the
Jeffersonian legacy.
1001 Conversation Starters for Any OccasionMost of us realize that raising questions is
a powerful way to get interesting dialogue. But asking good ones can be another
matter—they’re not always that easy to think up! That’s where The Complete Book of
Questions comes in. This book is one big compilation of questions—1001 of them you
can use to launch great conversations in almost any context. And many of these
questions are likely to trigger other questions you may also wish to discuss. Think of
this book as a tool to spark interaction—and to know and understand others, and
yourself, better. The questions in The Complete Book of Questions have been divided
into ten categories for easy reference as shown in the chart below. There are probably
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as many ways to put this book to use, as there are questions within it! So be creative.
Experiment with these 1001 questions in different contexts—and be sure to make the
most of the conversations that ensue!
We like to think of ourselves, our friends, and our families as decent people. We may
not be saints, but we are still honest, relatively kind, and mostly trustworthy. Miller
argues here that we are badly mistaken in thinking this. Hundreds of recent studies in
psychology tell a different story: that we all have serious character flaws that prevent us
from being as good as we think we are - and that we do not even recognize that these
flaws exist. But neither are most of us cruel or dishonest. Instead, Miller argues, we are
a mixed bag. On the one hand, most of us in a group of bystanders will do nothing as
someone cries out for help in an emergency. Yet it is also true that there will be many
times when we will selflessly come to the aid of a complete stranger - and resist the
urge to lie, cheat, or steal even if we could get away with it. Much depends on cues in
our social environment. Miller uses this recent psychological literature to explain what
the notion of "character" really means today, and how we can use this new
understanding to develop a character better in sync with the kind of people we want to
be.
From the bestselling author of A More Beautiful Question, hundreds of big and small
questions that harness the magic of inquiry to tackle challenges we all face--at work, in
our relationships, and beyond. When confronted with almost any demanding situation,
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the act of questioning can help guide us to smart decisions. By asking questions, we
can analyze, learn, and move forward in the face of uncertainty. But "questionologist"
Warren Berger says that the questions must be the right ones; the ones that cut to the
heart of complexity or enable us to see an old problem in a fresh way. In The Book of
Beautiful Questions, Berger shares illuminating stories and compelling research on the
power of inquiry. Drawn from the insights and expertise of psychologists, innovators,
effective leaders, and some of the world's foremost creative thinkers, he presents the
essential questions readers need to make the best choices when it truly counts, with a
particular focus in four key areas: decision-making, creativity, leadership, and
relationships. The powerful questions in this book can help you: - Identify opportunities
in your career or industry - Generate fresh ideas in business or in your own creative
pursuits - Check your biases so you can make better judgments and decisions - Do a
better job of communicating and connecting with the people around you Thoughtful,
provocative, and actionable, these beautiful questions can be applied immediately to
bring about change in your work or your everyday life.
Which important Austen characters never speak? Is there any sex in Austen? What do
the characters call one another, and why? What are the right and wrong ways to
propose marriage? In What Matters in Jane Austen?, John Mullan shows that we can
best appreciate Austen's brilliance by looking at the intriguing quirks and intricacies of
her fiction. Asking and answering some very specific questions about what goes on in
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her novels, he reveals the inner workings of their greatness.? ?In twenty short chapters,
each of which explores a question prompted by Austens novels, Mullan illuminates the
themes that matter most in her beloved fiction. Readers will discover when Austen's
characters had their meals and what shops they went to; how vicars got good livings;
and how wealth was inherited. What Matters in Jane Austen? illuminates the rituals and
conventions of her fictional world in order to reveal her technical virtuosity and daring as
a novelist. It uses telling passages from Austen's letters and details from her own life to
explain episodes in her novels: readers will find out, for example, what novels she read,
how much money she had to live on, and what she saw at the theater.? ? Written with
flair and based on a lifetime's study, What Matters in Jane Austen? will allow readers to
appreciate Jane Austen's work in greater depth than ever before.
Learn Something New This Christmas We hate to admit it, but after years, sometimes
even decades, of reading the same Luke 2 story of Christmas, we get a little bored—we
lose some of the awe we ought to have when discussing the greatest miracle in history.
That’s why The Characters of Christmas was written, to help you take a fresh look at
the Christmas story by getting to know the minor characters that played a part in Jesus’
birth, such as Zechariah and Elizabeth, the Shepherds, and Herod. As you slow down,
engage your imagination, and enter into the stories of these women and men, you’ll
see the most important character—Jesus Christ—with new eyes. And with discussion
questions and a Christmas song suggestion at the end of each chapter, it’s perfect for
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engaging your whole family. Break free from the familiar, and discover something you
never knew about the story you’ve always heard.
A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives
since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking
meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The
Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins,
Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien,
who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of fortythree. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to
challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and
fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur
Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the
Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award.
"A highly anticipated debut novel from 5 Under 35 National Book Foundation honoree
featuring a Korean War refugee who emigrates to Brazil to become a tailor's apprentice
and confronts the wreckage of his past"--

"Never before, the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth
of black people's lives been seen on the stage," observed James Baldwin shortly
before A Raisin in the Sun opened on Broadway in 1959. Indeed Lorraine
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Hansberry's award-winning drama about the hopes and aspirations of a
struggling, working-class family living on the South Side of Chicago connected
profoundly with the psyche of black America--and changed American theater
forever. The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's poem "Harlem,"
which warns that a dream deferred might "dry up/like a raisin in the sun." "The
events of every passing year add resonance to A Raisin in the Sun," said The
New York Times. "It is as if history is conspiring to make the play a classic." This
Modern Library edition presents the fully restored, uncut version of Hansberry's
landmark work with an introduction by Robert Nemiroff.
Christian Reflections on The Leadership Challenge is a faith-based companion to
the best-selling leadership book of all time--The Leadership Challenge. Grounded
in Jim and Barry’s time-tested research, Christian Reflections on The Leadership
Challenge describes their Five Practices of Exemplary Leadership ® --Model the
Way, Inspire a Shared Vision, Challenge the Process, Enable Others to Act, and
Encourage the Heart—and offers practical guidance and inspiring examples about
how Christian leaders can have a powerful impact in their workplaces,
communities, and congregations by bringing their faith into their leadership. In
addition to Jim and Barry’s foundational wisdom, the book brings together five
leaders who reflect on the Five Practices from a Christian perspective. John C.
Page 6/32

Read Online Questions Of Character Illuminating The Heart Of Leadership
Through Literature Hardcover
Maxwell, David McAllister-Wilson, Patrick Lencioni, Nancy Ortberg, and Ken
Blanchard share insights and stories culled from personal experience and the
lives of other Christian leaders who have accomplished extraordinary things in
churches, communities, classrooms, and corporations. Their thoughtful
reflections on the role of faith in leadership will propel leaders and aspiring
leaders
WINNER OF THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER WASHINGTON POST, AMAZON, NPR, CBS SUNDAY
MORNING, KIRKUS, CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY, AND GOOD
HOUSEKEEPING BEST BOOK OF 2020 Based on the extraordinary life of
National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich’s grandfather who worked
as a night watchman and carried the fight against Native dispossession from rural
North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C., this powerful novel explores
themes of love and death with lightness and gravity and unfolds with the elegant
prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a master craftsman. Thomas Wazhashk
is the night watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first factory located near the
Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa
Council member who is trying to understand the consequences of a new
“emancipation” bill on its way to the floor of the United States Congress. It is
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1953 and he and the other council members know the bill isn’t about freedom;
Congress is fed up with Indians. The bill is a “termination” that threatens the
rights of Native Americans to their land and their very identity. How can the
government abandon treaties made in good faith with Native Americans “for as
long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers run”? Since graduating high
school, Pixie Paranteau has insisted that everyone call her Patrice. Unlike most
of the girls on the reservation, Patrice, the class valedictorian, has no desire to
wear herself down with a husband and kids. She makes jewel bearings at the
plant, a job that barely pays her enough to support her mother and brother.
Patrice’s shameful alcoholic father returns home sporadically to terrorize his wife
and children and bully her for money. But Patrice needs every penny to follow her
beloved older sister, Vera, who moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Vera may
have disappeared; she hasn’t been in touch in months, and is rumored to have
had a baby. Determined to find Vera and her child, Patrice makes a fateful trip to
Minnesota that introduces her to unexpected forms of exploitation and violence,
and endangers her life. Thomas and Patrice live in this impoverished reservation
community along with young Chippewa boxer Wood Mountain and his mother
Juggie Blue, her niece and Patrice’s best friend Valentine, and Stack Barnes, the
white high school math teacher and boxing coach who is hopelessly in love with
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Patrice. In the Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich creates a fictional world
populated with memorable characters who are forced to grapple with the worst
and best impulses of human nature. Illuminating the loves and lives, the desires
and ambitions of these characters with compassion, wit, and intelligence, The
Night Watchman is a majestic work of fiction from this revered cultural treasure.
Sethe, an escaped slave living in post-Civil War Ohio with her daughter and
mother-in-law, is haunted persistently by the ghost of the dead baby girl whom
she sacrificed, in a new edition of the Nobel Laureate's Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel. Reader's Guide available. Reprint. 60,000 first printing.
Shadow House will find you . . . Poppy, Marcus, Dash, Dylan, and Azumi are all
trapped within Shadow House, a sinister estate where past and present
intertwine. As they fight to find a way out, the kids think the ghosts of the house
are the greatest danger they face. Little do the kids know it's the secrets they're
each hiding that will prove even more lethal. They're going to have to come face
to face with their fears if they stand any hope of escaping the house alive. Is
there anyone or anything in the house they can trust? Or is all hope
disappearing, too . . . Enter Shadow House . . . if you dare. BONUS: Step inside
Shadow House with the free app for your tablet or phone! Each image in the
book reveals a haunting in the app, where the choices you make determine your
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fate.
From leadership expert Dr. Jim Loehr, strengthen your moral and ethical
character for outstanding leadership results with this must-have set. Leading with
Character: 10 Minutes a Day to a Brilliant Legacy At the end of your life, how are
you likely to be remembered? Chances are that people won’t be praising your
money, power, and status. Instead, the people you’ve impacted will remember
you for your compassion and personal strength—in short, your character.
Unfortunately, many leaders are unaware of their character shortcomings and
blind spots that hold so many of us back from building the lasting legacy we are
capable of. With the right motivation, you can begin to strengthen your character
and become a moral and ethical leader capable of creating lasting change. In
Leading with Character: 10 Minutes a Day to a Brilliant Legacy, Dr. Jim Loehr,
cofounder of the Johnson & Johnson Human Performance Institute, reveals 50
character competencies that you can practice daily to transform your life and
work. This book will also guide you through the process of developing a Personal
Credo that will serve as your decision-making mission statement. Most leaders
never take the time to identify their own core values, instead defaulting to a
reflexive form of decision making. Gain an awareness of the conscious and
unconscious processes that guide what you do and why you do it, and take
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charge of your leadership legacy. Even good leaders are vulnerable to
corruption. Read Leading with Character to learn how human evolution and
contemporary culture can lead us astray without our even knowing it. As we work
hard to get to the top, who are we becoming along the way? If we want to
become heroes whose memories will long outlast us, we need to channel our
energy into creating habits that will add up to a strong and meaningful character.
The Personal Credo Journal: A Companion to Leading with Character We all
want to become high impact leaders with a robust ethical and moral character,
but getting there is a challenge. Dr. Jim Loehr’s Leading with Character offers a
succinct plan for developing your character as a leader and building a meaningful
legacy through your life’s work. The Personal Credo Journal is a day-by-day
workbook that will guide you through the process of identifying your core values
and crafting your Personal Credo—a statement of beliefs and values that will help
you align every action and decision with your deepest held ideals. With these
activities and exercises, you’ll spend just a few minutes each day reflecting on
meaningful and thought-provoking prompts about your life story, your personal
strengths and weaknesses, and your life goals. By the end of this life-altering,
150-day challenge, you will have gained a deep self-knowledge and a clear
vision of your path forward as a leader. Take charge of the legacy you’ll leave
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behind, build character, and learn to use your Personal Credo to transform your
life.
The creator of the incredibly popular webcomic xkcd presents his heavily
researched answers to his fans' oddest questions, including “What if I took a
swim in a spent-nuclear-fuel pool?” and “Could you build a jetpack using
downward-firing machine guns?” 100,000 first printing.
Breakthroughs in genetics present us with a promise and a predicament. The
promise is that we will soon be able to treat and prevent a host of debilitating
diseases. The predicament is that our newfound genetic knowledge may enable
us to manipulate our nature—to enhance our genetic traits and those of our
children. Although most people find at least some forms of genetic engineering
disquieting, it is not easy to articulate why. What is wrong with re-engineering our
nature? The Case against Perfection explores these and other moral quandaries
connected with the quest to perfect ourselves and our children. Michael Sandel
argues that the pursuit of perfection is flawed for reasons that go beyond safety
and fairness. The drive to enhance human nature through genetic technologies is
objectionable because it represents a bid for mastery and dominion that fails to
appreciate the gifted character of human powers and achievements. Carrying us
beyond familiar terms of political discourse, this book contends that the genetic
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revolution will change the way philosophers discuss ethics and will force spiritual
questions back onto the political agenda. In order to grapple with the ethics of
enhancement, we need to confront questions largely lost from view in the modern
world. Since these questions verge on theology, modern philosophers and
political theorists tend to shrink from them. But our new powers of biotechnology
make these questions unavoidable. Addressing them is the task of this book, by
one of America’s preeminent moral and political thinkers.
This book focuses on the element of leadership that has largely been neglected
in the literature: character. Often thought to be a subjective construct, the book
demonstrates the concrete behaviors associated with different character
dimensions in order to illustrate how these behaviors can be developed, and
character strengthened. Based on research involving over 300 senior leaders
from different industries, sectors and countries, Crossan, Seijts, and Gandz
developed a model for leadership character that focuses on eleven dimensions.
The book begins by setting the context for the focus on character in business,
asking what character is and whether it can be learned, developed, molded or
changed. Next, the book focuses on each dimension of leadership character in
turn, exploring its elements and the ways in which it can be applied in a business
setting. The book concludes with a summary of the key insights, an exploration of
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the interactions between the character dimensions, and a call to the reader to
reflect on how to develop one’s own and others’ leadership character. Bridging
theory and management practice, Developing Leadership Character will interest
students and practitioners alike. Readers will benefit not only from a new, robust
theoretical framework for leadership character, but will also learn how character
can be developed further.
Badaracco (business ethics, Harvard) observes that the most effective leaders
are rarely public heroes or high-profile champions of causes. His study of "quiet
leadership," carried out over four years, presents a series of stories describing
quiet leaders at work and drawing practical lessons for executives and aspiring
corporate leaders. The cases include a hospital CEO dealing with a case of
sexual harassment; a bank president under pressure to remove underperforming
but longtime employees; and a high-tech marketing rep who learned that his
company was dumping obsolete equipment on its small customers. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Being a teenager has never been easy, but in recent
years, with the rise of the Internet and social media, it has become exponentially
more challenging. Bullying, once thought of as the province of queen bees and
goons, has taken on new, complex, and insidious forms, as parents and
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educators know all too well. No writer is better poised to explore this territory than
Emily Bazelon, who has established herself as a leading voice on the social and
legal aspects of teenage drama. In Sticks and Stones, she brings readers on a
deeply researched, clear-eyed journey into the ever-shifting landscape of
teenage meanness and its sometimes devastating consequences. The result is
an indispensable book that takes us from school cafeterias to courtrooms to the
offices of Facebook, the website where so much teenage life, good and bad, now
unfolds. Along the way, Bazelon defines what bullying is and, just as important,
what it is not. She explores when intervention is essential and when kids should
be given the freedom to fend for themselves. She also dispels persistent myths:
that girls bully more than boys, that online and in-person bullying are entirely
distinct, that bullying is a common cause of suicide, and that harsh criminal
penalties are an effective deterrent. Above all, she believes that to deal with the
problem, we must first understand it. Blending keen journalistic and narrative
skills, Bazelon explores different facets of bullying through the stories of three
young people who found themselves caught in the thick of it. Thirteen-year-old
Monique endured months of harassment and exclusion before her mother finally
pulled her out of school. Jacob was threatened and physically attacked over his
sexuality in eighth grade—and then sued to protect himself and change the culture
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of his school. Flannery was one of six teens who faced criminal charges after a
fellow student’s suicide was blamed on bullying and made international
headlines. With grace and authority, Bazelon chronicles how these kids’
predicaments escalated, to no one’s benefit, into community-wide wars. Cutting
through the noise, misinformation, and sensationalism, she takes us into schools
that have succeeded in reducing bullying and examines their successful
strategies. The result is a groundbreaking book that will help parents, educators,
and teens themselves better understand what kids are going through today and
what can be done to help them through it. Contains a new discussion guide for
classroom use and book groups Praise for Sticks and Stones “Intelligent,
rigorous . . . [Emily Bazelon] is a compassionate champion for justice in the
domain of childhood’s essential unfairness.”—Andrew Solomon, The New York
Times Book Review “[Bazelon] does not stint on the psychological literature, but
the result never feels dense with studies; it’s immersive storytelling with a sturdy
base of science underneath, and draws its authority and power from both.”—New
York “A humane and closely reported exploration of the way that hurtful power
relationships play out in the contemporary public-school setting . . . As a parent
herself, [Bazelon] brings clear, kind analysis to complex and upsetting
circumstances.”—The Wall Street Journal “Bullying isn’t new. But our attempts to
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respond to it are, as Bazelon explains in her richly detailed, thought-provoking
book. . . . Comprehensive in her reporting and balanced in her conclusions,
Bazelon extracts from these stories useful lessons for young people, parents and
principals alike.”—The Washington Post
“Like Outlander with an Italian accent.” —Real Simple “A detailed historical novel,
a multifaceted mystery, and a moving tale of improbable love.” —Publishers
Weekly, starred review A NEW YORK POST MUST-READ BOOK Readers of
Diana Gabaldon’s Outlander and Tracy Chevalier’s Girl with a Pearl Earring…will
be swept away by the spell of medieval Siena” (Library Journal, starred review)
in this transporting love story and gripping historical mystery. Accomplished
neurosurgeon Beatrice Trovato knows that her deep empathy for her patients is
starting to impede her work. So when her beloved brother passes away, she
welcomes the unexpected trip to the Tuscan city of Siena to resolve his estate,
even as she wrestles with grief. But as she delves deeper into her brother’s
affairs, she discovers intrigue she never imagined—a 700-year-old conspiracy to
decimate the city. As Beatrice explores the evidence further, she uncovers the
journal and paintings of the fourteenth-century artist Gabriele Accorsi. But when
she finds a startling image of her own face, she is suddenly transported to the
year 1347. She awakens in a Siena unfamiliar to her, one that will soon be hit by
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the Plague. Yet when Beatrice meets Accorsi, something unexpected happens:
she falls in love—not only with Gabriele, but also with the beauty and cadence of
medieval life. As the Plague and the ruthless hands behind its trajectory threaten
not only her survival but also Siena’s very existence, Beatrice must decide in
which century she belongs. The Scribe of Siena is the captivating story of a
brilliant woman’s passionate affair with a time and a place that captures her in an
impossibly romantic and dangerous trap—testing the strength of fate and the
bonds of love.
From the author of the acclaimed Simply Christian and Surprised by Hope comes
a book that addresses the question that has plagued humans for centuries—what
is our purpose? As Christians, what are we to do with that ambiguous time
between baptism and the funeral? It's easy to become preoccupied with who gets
into heaven; the real challenge is how we are going to live in the here and now.
Wright dispels the common misconception that Christian living is nothing more
than a checklist of dos and don'ts. Nor is it a prescription to "follow your heart"
wherever it may lead. Instead, After You Believe reveals the Bible's call for a
revolution—a transformation of character that takes us beyond our earthly pursuit
of money, sex, and power into a virtuous state of living that allows us to reflect
God and live more worshipful, fulfilling lives. We are all spiritual seekers,
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intuitively knowing there is more to life than we suspect. This is a book for
anyone who is hoping there is something more while we're here on Earth. There
is. We are being called to join the revolution, and Wright insightfully encourages
readers to find new purpose and clarity by taking us on an eye-opening journey
through key biblical passages that promise to radically alter the work of the
church and the direction of our lives.
Are you the type of leader people want to follow? You can be—but first, you've got
to understand what sets great leaders apart from all the rest. Certainly, leaders
need people skills, execution skills, a deep knowledge of industry trends, the
ability to articulate a vision, and more—they must be competent—but that's just the
tip of the iceberg. What's below the waterline? What's deep inside the best
leaders that makes them different? Mark Miller contends it is their leadership
character. In his latest enlightening and entertaining business fable, he describes
the five unique character traits exhibited by exceptional leaders and how to
cultivate them. The Heart of Leadership begins with young and ambitious Blake
Brown being passed over for a desperately wanted promotion, despite an
outstanding individual performance. Confused and frustrated, he turns to his
former mentor, Debbie Brewster. Rather than attempting to solve Blake's problem
for him, she sends him on a quest to meet with five of his late father's colleagues,
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each of whom holds a piece of the puzzle he's trying to solve. As Blake puts the
pieces together, he discovers that in the final analysis, a lack of skills isn't what
holds most leaders back; skills are too easy to learn. Without demonstrated
leadership character, however, a skill set will never be enough. Most often, when
leaders fail to reach their full potential, it is an issue of the heart. This is Blake's
ultimate revelation. This book shows us that leadership needn't be the purview of
the few—it is within reach for millions around the world. The Heart of Leadership is
a road map for every person who desires to make a difference in the lives of
others and become a leader people want to follow.
A captivating novel about an immigrant Vietnamese family who settles in New
Orleans and struggles to remain connected to one another as their lives are
inextricably reshaped. This stunning debut is "vast in scale and ambition, while
luscious and inviting … in its intimacy” (The New York Times Book Review). ON
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S SUMMER 2021 READING LIST • Named one of the
“Fifteen Books to Watch for” by The New York Times When Huong arrives in
New Orleans with her two young sons, she is jobless, homeless, and worried
about her husband, Cong, who remains in Vietnam. As she and her boys begin to
settle in to life in America, she continues to send letters and tapes back to Cong,
hopeful that they will be reunited and her children will grow up with a father. But
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with time, Huong realizes she will never see her husband again. While she
attempts to come to terms with this loss, her sons, Tuan and Binh, grow up in
their absent father's shadow, haunted by a man and a country trapped in their
memories and imaginations. As they push forward, the three adapt to life in
America in different ways: Huong gets involved with a Vietnamese car salesman
who is also new in town; Tuan tries to connect with his heritage by joining a local
Vietnamese gang; and Binh, now going by Ben, embraces his adopted homeland
and his burgeoning sexuality. Their search for identity--as individuals and as a
family--threatens to tear them apart, until disaster strikes the city they now call
home and they are suddenly forced to find a new way to come together and
honor the ties that bind them.
A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a
desperate, painfully honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the
twentieth century” (Time), featuring a new introduction by Kevin Powers, author
of the National Book Award finalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the Modern
Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an
American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the
infamous World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of what
Kurt Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about
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what he had witnessed as an American prisoner of war. It combines historical
fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy
Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee.
As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike
Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant
bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American
literature, a reputation that only strengthened over time, despite his being banned
and censored by some libraries and schools for content and language. But it was
precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s writing—the political edginess, the genrebending inventiveness, the frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have
inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the world around
them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wideranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret
Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have
all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described
Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who made people—young people especially—want
to write.” George Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent,
passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . . . a model of the kind
of compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” Fifty years
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after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut's portrayal
of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly
humorous, and profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our
own era’s uncertainties. “Poignant and hilarious, threaded with compassion and,
behind everything, the cataract of a thundering moral statement.”—The Boston
Globe
When Business and Personal Values Collide “Defining moments” occur when
managers face business decisions that trigger conflicts with their personal
values. These moments test a person’s commitment to those values and
ultimately shape their character. But these are also the decisions that can make
or break a career. Is there a thoughtful, yet pragmatic, way to make the right
choice? Bestselling author Joseph Badaracco shows how to approach these
dilemmas using three case examples that, when taken together, represent the
escalating responsibilities and personal tests managers face as they advance in
their careers. The first story presents a young manager whose choice will affect
him only as an individual; the second, a department head whose decision will
influence his organization; the third, a corporate executive whose actions will
have much larger, societal ramifications. To guide the decision-making process,
the book draws on the insights of four philosophers—Aristotle, Machiavelli,
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Nietzsche, and James—who offer distinctly practical, rather than theoretical,
advice. Defining Moments is the ultimate manager’s guide for resolving issues of
conflicting responsibility in practical ways.
How do authors influence your teen's heart and mind? ILLUMINATING
LITERATURE: CHARACTERS IN CRISIS draws teens into novels, shining a
spotlight on the authors' techniques. Compelling backgrounds and biographies of
each author pull students into the selections. Don't be surprised if students who
typically do not enjoy fiction are captivated by each riveting story. College-prep
students and reluctant readers alike benefit from the relaxed, welcoming tone of
this engaging literature course. Tests are taken and graded online. The
Teacher's Guide includes all the answers and grading grids to make giving a
score easy. A Quiz and Answer Manual is available for those who prefer taking
quizzes on paper. Grades: High School Prerequisites: None Credit: 1 Christian
Content: Yes This is the second volume in a series. However, students may take
this and the first volume Illuminating Literature: When Worlds Collide in any
order. Prepare your teens for college or for a lifetime of reading. Is it a book-ofthe-month club? Is it a literature course? You decide.
Voted America's Best-Loved Novel in PBS's The Great American Read Harper
Lee's Pulitzer Prize-winning masterwork of honor and injustice in the deep
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South—and the heroism of one man in the face of blind and violent hatred One of
the most cherished stories of all time, To Kill a Mockingbird has been translated
into more than forty languages, sold more than forty million copies worldwide,
served as the basis for an enormously popular motion picture, and was voted one
of the best novels of the twentieth century by librarians across the country. A
gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a
South poisoned by virulent prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage
inequities through the eyes of a young girl, as her father—a crusading local
lawyer—risks everything to defend a black man unjustly accused of a terrible
crime.
The central figure of this novel is a young man whose parents were executed for
conspiring to steal atomic secrets for Russia. His name is Daniel Isaacson, and
as the story opens, his parents have been dead for many years. He has had a
long time to adjust to their deaths. He has not adjusted. Out of the shambles of
his childhood, he has constructed a new life—marriage to an adoring girl who
gives him a son of his own, and a career in scholarship. It is a life that enrages
him. In the silence of the library at Columbia University, where he is supposedly
writing a Ph.D. dissertation, Daniel composes something quite different. It is a
confession of his most intimate relationships—with his wife, his foster parents, and
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his kid sister Susan, whose own radicalism so reproaches him. It is a book of
memories: riding a bus with his parents to the ill-fated Paul Robeson concert in
Peekskill; watching the FBI take his father away; appearing with Susan at rallies
protesting their parents’ innocence; visiting his mother and father in the Death
House. It is a book of investigation: transcribing Daniel’s interviews with people
who knew his parents, or who knew about them; and logging his strange
researches and discoveries in the library stacks. It is a book of judgments of
everyone involved in the case—lawyers, police, informers, friends, and the
Isaacson family itself. It is a book rich in characters, from elderly grand- mothers
of immigrant culture, to covert radicals of the McCarthy era, to hippie marchers
on the Pen-tagon. It is a book that spans the quarter-century of American life
since World War II. It is a book about the nature of Left politics in this country—its
sacrificial rites, its peculiar cruelties, its humility, its bitterness. It is a book about
some of the beautiful and terrible feelings of childhood. It is about the nature of
guilt and innocence, and about the relations of people to nations. It is The Book
of Daniel.
Winner of the 2014 Newbery Medal Holy unanticipated occurrences! A cynic
meets an unlikely superhero in a genre-breaking new novel by master storyteller
Kate DiCamillo. It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident
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that has unexpected consequences. The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner
coming, but self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue
of the comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to You!, is just the right person to
step in and save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has
been born anew, with powers of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry — and that
Flora will be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and the
promise of a capacious heart. From #1 New York Times best-selling author Kate
DiCamillo comes a laugh-out-loud story filled with eccentric, endearing
characters and featuring an exciting new format — a novel interspersed with
comic-style graphic sequences and full-page illustrations, all rendered in blackand-white by up-and-coming artist K. G. Campbell.
Their Eyes Were Watching God is a 1937 novel by African-American writer Zora
Neale Hurston. It is considered a classic of the Harlem Renaissance of the
1920s, and it is likely Hurston's best known work.
In this brilliantly illuminating group portrait of the men who came to be known as
the Founding Fathers, the incomparable Gordon Wood has written a book that
seriously asks, "What made these men great?" and shows us, among many other
things, just how much character did in fact matter. The life of each—Washington,
Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Hamilton, Madison, Paine—is presented individually
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as well as collectively, but the thread that binds these portraits together is the
idea of character as a lived reality. They were members of the first generation in
history that was self-consciously self-made men who understood that the arc of
lives, as of nations, is one of moral progress.
What is “character”? Since at least Aristotle’s time, philosophers, theologians,
moralists, artists, and scientists have pondered the enigma of human character.
In its oldest usage, “character” derives from a word for engraving or stamping,
yet over time, it has come to mean a moral idea, a type, a literary persona, and a
physical or physiological manifestation observable in works of art and scientific
experiments. It is an essential term in drama and the focus of self-help books. In
Character: The History of a Cultural Obsession, Marjorie Garber points out that
character seems more relevant than ever today, omnipresent in discussions of
politics, ethics, gender, morality, and the psyche. References to character flaws,
character issues, and character assassination and allegations of “bad” and
“good” character are inescapable in the media and in contemporary political
debates. What connection does “character” in this moral or ethical sense have
with the concept of a character in a novel or a play? Do our notions about
fictional characters catalyze our ideas about moral character? Can character be
“formed” or taught in schools, in scouting, in the home? From Plutarch to John
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Stuart Mill, from Shakespeare to Darwin, from Theophrastus to Freud, from
nineteenth-century phrenology to twenty-first-century brain scans, the search for
the sources and components of human character still preoccupies us. Today,
with the meaning and the value of this term in question, no issue is more
important, and no topic more vital, surprising, and fascinating. With her distinctive
verve, humor, and vast erudition, Marjorie Garber explores the stakes of these
conflations, confusions, and heritages, from ancient Greece to the present day.
A TODAY SHOW #ReadWithJenna BOOK CLUB PICK! A New York Times Notable Book For
readers of Tommy Orange, Yaa Gyasi, and Jhumpa Lahiri, an electrifying debut novel about
three unforgettable characters who seek to rise—to the middle class, to political power, to fame
in the movies—and find their lives entangled in the wake of a catastrophe in contemporary
India. In this National Book Award Longlist honoree and “gripping thriller with compassionate
social commentary” (USA Today), Jivan is a Muslim girl from the slums, determined to move
up in life, who is accused of executing a terrorist attack on a train because of a careless
comment on Facebook. PT Sir is an opportunistic gym teacher who hitches his aspirations to a
right-wing political party, and finds that his own ascent becomes linked to Jivan's fall.
Lovely—an irresistible outcast whose exuberant voice and dreams of glory fill the novel with
warmth and hope and humor—has the alibi that can set Jivan free, but it will cost her everything
she holds dear. Taut, symphonic, propulsive, and riveting from its opening lines, A Burning has
the force of an epic while being so masterfully compressed it can be read in a single sitting.
Majumdar writes with dazzling assurance at a breakneck pace on complex themes that read
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here as the components of a thriller: class, fate, corruption, justice, and what it feels like to face
profound obstacles and yet nurture big dreams in a country spinning toward extremism. An
extraordinary debut.
"First published in the United States of America by Philomel Books, an imprint of Penguin
Random House LLC, 2019"--Copyright page.
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice One of LitHub's Most Anticipated Books of
2020 An expansive, radiant, and genre-defying investigation into bonding—and how we are
shaped by forces we cannot fully know Is love a force akin to gravity? A kind of invisible fabric
which enables communications through space and time? Artist Harry Dodge finds himself
contemplating such questions as his father declines from dementia and he rekindles a
bewildering but powerful relationship with his birth mother. A meteorite Dodge orders on eBay
becomes a mysterious catalyst for a reckoning with the vital forces of matter, the nature of
consciousness, and the bafflements of belonging. Structured around a series of formative,
formidable coincidences in Dodge’s life, My Meteorite journeys with stylistic bravura from
Barthes to Blade Runner, from punk to Pale Fire. It is a wild, incandescent book that creates a
literary universe of its own. Blending the personal and the philosophical, the raw and the
surreal, the transgressive and the heartbreaking, Harry Dodge revitalizes our world,
illuminating the magic just under the surface of daily life.
A REESE’S BOOK CLUB PICK and INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “A
profound, beautiful novel.” — People * “Poignant.” —BuzzFeed * “A breathtaking story of the
unimaginable prices paid for a better life.” —Esquire This “heartbreaking portrait of a family
dealing with the realities of migration and separation” (Time) is “a sweeping love story and
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tragic drama [and] an authentic vision of what the American Dream looks like in a nationalistic
country” (Elle). I often wonder if we are living the wrong life in the wrong country. Talia is being
held at a correctional facility for adolescent girls in the forested mountains of Colombia after
committing an impulsive act of violence that may or may not have been warranted. She
urgently needs to get out and get back home to Bogotá, where her father and a plane ticket to
the United States are waiting for her. If she misses her flight, she might also miss her chance
to finally be reunited with her family. How this family came to occupy two different countries,
two different worlds, comes into focus like twists of a kaleidoscope. We see Talia’s parents,
Mauro and Elena, fall in love in a market stall as teenagers against a backdrop of civil war and
social unrest. We see them leave Bogotá with their firstborn, Karina, in pursuit of safety and
opportunity in the United States on a temporary visa, and we see the births of two more
children, Nando and Talia, on American soil. We witness the decisions and indecisions that
lead to Mauro’s deportation and the family’s splintering—the costs they’ve all been living with
ever since. Award-winning, internationally acclaimed author Patricia Engel, herself a dual
citizen and the daughter of Colombian immigrants, gives voice to all five family members as
they navigate the particulars of their respective circumstances. Rich with Bogotá urban life,
steeped in Andean myth, and tense with the daily reality of the undocumented in America,
Infinite Country “is as much an all-American story as it is a global one” (Booklist, starred
review).
Through rich analysis of the main characters in "The Death of a Salesman, The Secret Sharer,
The Last Tycoon," and other stories, Badaracco addresses complex issues leaders face, such
as the soundness of their vision, their readiness to take on responsibility, the depth of their
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compassion, and their ability to manage success.
'He is, as Proust was before him, the great literary chronicler of his culture in his time.'
GUARDIAN 'A Dance to the Music of Time' is universally acknowledged as one of the great
works of English literature. Reissued now in this definitive edition, it stands ready to delight and
entrance a new generation of readers. In this first volume, Nick Jenkins is introduced to the
ebbs and flows of life at boarding school in the 1920s, spent in the company of his friends:
Peter Templer, Charles Stringham, and Kenneth Widmerpool. Though their days are filled with
visits from relatives and boyish pranks, usually at the expense of their housemaster Le Bas, a
disastrous trip in Templer’s car threatens their new friendship. As the school year comes to a
close, the young men are faced with the prospects of adulthood, and with finding their place in
the world.
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