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This lush, beautifully illustrated narrative breathes humanity and warmth into one
of the most famous and enigmatic koans of the Zen tradition. The Story of Mu
uses luminous illustrations and a mythic narrative structure to convey the great
potential for peace and enlightenment that we all carry hidden within ourselves.
Shot through with ineffable “thisness and thussness,” Mu spins a visually rich,
cosmogonic fable about the origins of the universe of space, time, matter, and
life. It also touches something lost but always present within the human heart: an
awakeness that is without flaw, from the beginning before the beginning.
Drawn directly from over 24 Pali, Sanskrit and Chinese sources and retold by the
author, this book traces the Buddha's life slowly and gently over the course of 80
years, partly through the eyes of Svasti, the buffalo boy, and partly through the
eyes of the Buddha himself.
Twenty-six stories drawn from various ancient sources.
Originally published in 1916, this book presents a selection from the Jatakas
translated into English. The selection was made 'with the purpose of bringing
together the Jataka stories of most interest, both intrinsically, and also from the
point of view of the folklorist.' Notes and illustrative figures are also included. This
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book will be of value to anyone with an interest in the Jataka tales and Indian
literature.
Explore this second volume of translations, in vivid prose, from one of the most
celebrated collections of ancient Buddhist stories. Actions never come to naught,
even after hundreds of millions of years. When the right conditions gather and the
time is right, then they will have their effect on embodied beings. Ancient
Buddhist literature is filled with tales of past lives. The Buddha, surrounded by his
followers, is asked how it came to be that a certain person has met a particular
fate. With his omniscience, the Buddha looks into eons past and uncovers the
events that led to the present outcome and foretells the future as well. With
stories of wicked wives, patricidal princes, and shape-shifting serpents, Divine
Stories offers a fascinating illustration of the law of karma—the truth that the
power of good and bad deeds is never lost. These are some of the oldest
Buddhist tales ever committed to writing, illuminating the culture of northern India
in the early centuries of the common era and bringing to life the Buddhist values
of generosity and faith. Andy Rotman’s evocative translation combines accuracy
with readability, with detailed editorial notes comparing readings in various
Sanskrit, Pali, and Tibetan sources. Divine Stories is a major contribution to
Indian and Buddhist studies.
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Divine Stories is the inaugural volume in a landmark translation series devoted to
making the wealth of classical Indian Buddhism accessible to modern readers.
The stories here, among the first texts to be inscribed by Buddhists, highlight the
moral economy of karma, illustrating how gestures of faith, especially offerings,
can bring the reward of future happiness and ultimate liberation. Originally
contained in the Divyavadana, an enormous compendium of Sanskrit Buddhist
narratives from the early Common Era, the stories in this collection express the
moral and ethical impulses of Indian Buddhist thought and are a testament to the
historical and social power of narrative. Long believed by followers to be the
actual words of the Buddha himself, these divine stories are without a doubt
some of the most influential stories in the history of Buddhism.
A compelling history of the contradictory, often militaristic, role of Zen Buddhism,
this book meticulously documents the close and previously unknown support of a
supposedly peaceful religion for Japanese militarism throughout World War II.
Drawing on the writings and speeches of leading Zen masters and scholars,
Brian Victoria shows that Zen served as a powerful foundation for the fanatical
and suicidal spirit displayed by the imperial Japanese military. At the same time,
the author recounts the dramatic and tragic stories of the handful of Buddhist
organizations and individuals that dared to oppose Japan's march to war. He
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follows this history up through recent apologies by several Zen sects for their
support of the war and the way support for militarism was transformed into
'corporate Zen' in postwar Japan. The second edition includes a substantive new
chapter on the roots of Zen militarism and an epilogue that explores the
potentially volatile mix of religion and war. With the increasing interest in
Buddhism in the West, this book is as timely as it is certain to be controversial.
Path of Compassion is a collection of key stories from Thich Nhat Hanh’s classic
Old Path White Clouds, a book celebrating its 20th publishing anniversary this
year. It tells the fascinating life story of Prince Siddhartha, who left his family and
renounced his carefully guarded life, and after many years of spiritual seeking
became the Buddha, the Enlightened One. Far more than the description of an
unusual life story, it serves as an enjoyable, compelling, and informative
introduction to Buddhism by conveying its most important teachings in a compact
and accessible format. Thich Nhat Hanh’s ability to show the Buddha as a
person who deals with the same life issues as we do is unique and unsurpassed.
Written in language accessible to readers of all ages and levels of experience
Thich Nhat Hanh combines the description of the major life stages of the Buddha
with his most important teachings. Reaching far beyond the biography genre
Path of Compassion is a highly readable and informative introduction to
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Buddhism.
How and when did the many schools of Buddhism emerge? How does the
historical figure of Siddartha Guatama relate to the many teachings that are
presented in his name? Did Buddhism modify the cultures to which it was
introduced, or did they modify Buddhism? Leading Buddhist scholar Donald S.
Lopez Jr. explores the origins of this 2,500-year-old religion and traces its major
developments up to the present, focusing not only on the essential elemenmts
common to all schools of Buddhism but also revealing the differences among the
major traditions. Beginning with the creation and structure of the Buddhist
universe, Lopez explores the life of the Buddha, the core Buddhist tenets, and
the development of the monastic life and lay practices. Combining brilliant
scholarship with fascinating stories -- contemporary and historical, sometimes
miraculous, sometimes humorous -- this rich and absorbing volume presents a
fresh and expert history of Buddhism and Buddhist life.
Deepak Chopra brings the Buddha back to life in this gripping New York Times
bestselling novel about the young prince who abandoned his inheritance to
discover his true calling. This iconic journey changed the world forever, and the
truths revealed continue to influence every corner of the globe today. A young
man in line for the throne is trapped in his father's kingdom and yearns for the
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outside world. Betrayed y those closest to him, Siddhartha abandons his palace
and princely title. Face-to-face with his demons, he becomes a wandering monk
and embarks on a spiritual fast that carries him to the brink of death. Ultimately
recognizing his inability to conquer his body and mind by sheer will, Siddhartha
transcends his physical pain and achieves enlightenment. Although we recognize
Buddha today as an icon of peace and serenity, his life story was a tumultuous
and spellbinding affair filled with love and sex, murder and loss, struggle and
surrender. From the rocky terrain of the material world to the summit of the
spiritual one, Buddha captivates and inspires—ultimately leading us closer to
understanding the true nature of life and ourselves.
Drawing on the idea of "generative emptiness," which Buddhists believe makes
up all forms, the author posits that the stories humans tell become the very
building blocks of our experience and of the universe itself. Original.
The 108 pieces in the international bestseller Who Ordered This Truckload of
Dung? offer thoughtful commentary on everything from love and commitment to
fear and pain. Drawing from his own life experience, as well as traditional
Buddhist folk tales, author Ajahn Brahm uses over thirty years of spiritual growth
as a monk to spin delightful tales that can be enjoyed in silence or read aloud to
friends and family. Featuring titles such as "The Two-Finger Smile" and "The
Page 6/18

File Type PDF Stories From Buddhism Stories From Faiths
Worm and His Lovely Pile of Dung," these wry and witty stories provide playful,
pithy takes on the basic building blocks of everyday life. Suitable for children,
adults, and anyone in between, this eloquent volume wraps insight and
inspiration inside of a good old yarn.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER - Thought leader, visionary, philanthropist,
mystic, and yogi Sadhguru presents Western readers with a time-tested path to
achieving absolute well-being: the classical science of yoga. NAMED ONE OF
THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SPIRITUALITY & HEALTH The
practice of hatha yoga, as we commonly know it, is but one of eight branches of
the body of knowledge that is yoga. In fact, yoga is a sophisticated system of selfempowerment that is capable of harnessing and activating inner energies in such
a way that your body and mind function at their optimal capacity. It is a means to
create inner situations exactly the way you want them, turning you into the
architect of your own joy. A yogi lives life in this expansive state, and in this
transformative book Sadhguru tells the story of his own awakening, from a boy
with an unusual affinity for the natural world to a young daredevil who crossed
the Indian continent on his motorcycle. He relates the moment of his
enlightenment on a mountaintop in southern India, where time stood still and he
emerged radically changed. Today, as the founder of Isha, an organization
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devoted to humanitarian causes, he lights the path for millions. The term guru, he
notes, means "dispeller of darkness, someone who opens the door for you. . . .
As a guru, I have no doctrine to teach, no philosophy to impart, no belief to
propagate. And that is because the only solution for all the ills that plague
humanity is self-transformation. Self-transformation means that nothing of the old
remains. It is a dimensional shift in the way you perceive and experience life."
The wisdom distilled in this accessible, profound, and engaging book offers
readers time-tested tools that are fresh, alive, and radiantly new. Inner
Engineering presents a revolutionary way of thinking about our agency and our
humanity and the opportunity to achieve nothing less than a life of joy. Praise for
Sadhguru and Inner Engineering "Contrarian and consistent, ancient and
contemporary, Inner Engineering is a loving invitation to live our best lives and a
profound reassurance of why and how we can."--Sir Ken Robinson, author of The
Element, Finding Your Element, and Out of Our Minds: Learning to Be Creative "I
am inspired by Sadhguru's capacity for joy, his exuberance for life, and the depth
and breadth of his curiosity and knowledge. His book is filled with moments of
wonder, awe, and intellectual challenge. I highly recommend it for anyone
interested in self-transformation."--Mark Hyman, M.D., director, Cleveland Clinic
Center for Functional Medicine, and New York Times bestselling author "Inner
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Engineering is a fascinating read of Sadhguru's insights and his teachings. If you
are ready, it is a tool to help awaken your own inner intelligence, the ultimate and
supreme genius that mirrors the wisdom of the cosmos."--Deepak Chopra
From the moment of his birth, Siddhartha Gautama never doubted his
specialness. He arrived with magnificently webbed digits and could lick his own
earlobes. His karma had been that good. Thus, the question was never whether
he would become a king, but rather, what type of king he would become.
Siddhartha's journey took a sudden spiritual turn when he came to the first of his
many realizations: things die, and before they die, they suffer, a lot, for real. This
harrowing insight formed the first of his eleven Four Noble Truths (not including
the five other parts) and informed his ascetic-minded mission: to free the world of
pain, even if he was very glad to no longer care about anything or anyone in it.
Having already experienced an incalculable number of past lives, Siddhartha
wondered, how could he himself escape this endless cycle of suffering? With this
question came an enlightened answer that promised a possible way out: only
those who live can die. As his body begins to fail following an ill-prepared meal,
Siddhartha faces his ultimate test: will he achieve his blessed wish—to cease to
exist once and for all—or will he be reborn yet again into another oozing life of
pain.
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There was an old woman in China who had supported a monk for over twenty
years. She had built a little hut for him and fed him while he was meditating.
Finally she wondered just what progress he had made in all this time. To find out,
she obtained the help of a girl rich in desire. “Go and embrace him,” she told
her, “and then ask him suddenly: ‘What now?’” The girl called upon the monk
and without much ado caressed him, asking him what he was going to do about
it. “An old tree grows on a cold rock in winter,” replied the monk somewhat
poetically. “Nowhere is there any warmth.” The girl returned and related what he
had said. “To think I fed that fellow for twenty years!” exclaimed the old woman
in anger. “He showed no consideration for your need, no disposition to explain
your condition. He need not have responded to passion, but at least he could
have evidenced some compassion.” She at once went to the hut of the monk and
burned it down. This Zen classic includes the following stories: 1. A Cup of Tea 2.
Finding a Diamond on a Muddy Road 3. Is That So? 4. Obedience 5. If You Love,
Love Openly 6. No Loving-Kindness 7. Annoucement 8. Great Waves 9. The
Moon Cannot Be Stolen 10. The Last Poem of Hoshin 11. The Story of Shunkai
12. Happy Chinaman 13. A Buddha 14. Muddy Road 15. Shoan and His Mother
16. Not Far From Buddhahood 17. Stingy in Teaching 18. A Parable 19. The First
Principle 20. A Mother’s Advice 21. The Sound of One Hand 22. My Heart Burns
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Like Fire 23. Eshun’s Departure 24. Reciting Sutras 25. Three Days More 26.
Trading Dialogue For Lodging 27. The Voice of Happiness 28. Open Your Own
Treasure House 29. No Water, No Moon 30. Calling Card 31. Everything is Best
32. Inch Time Foot Gem 33. Mokusen’s Hand 34. A Smile in His Lifetime 35.
Every-Minute Zen 36. Flower Shower 37. Publishing the Sutras 38. Gisho’s
Work 39. Sleeping in the Daytime 40. In Dreamland 41. Joshu’s Zen 42. The
Dead Man’s Answer 43. Zen in a Beggar’s Life 44. The Thief Who Became a
Disciple 45. Right and Wrong 46. How Grass and Trees Become Enlightened 47.
The Stingy Artist 48. Accurate Proportion 49. Black-Nosed Buddha 50. Ryonen’s
Clear Realization 51. Sour Miso 52. Your Light May Go Out 53. The Giver Should
Be Thankful 54. The Last Will and Testament 55. The Tea-Master and The
Assassin 56. The True Path 57. The Gates of Paradise 58. Arresting the Stone
Buddha 59. Soldiers of Humanity 60. The Tunnel 61. Gudo and the Emperor 62.
In the Hands of Destiny 63. Killing 64. Kasan Sweat 65. The Subjugation of a
Ghost 66. Children of His Majesty 67. What Are You Doing! What Are You
Saying! 68. One Note of Zen 69. Eating the Blame 70. The Most Valuable Thing
in the World 71. Learning to Be Silent 72. The Blockhead Lord 73. Ten
Successors 74. True Reformation 75. Temper 76. The Stone Mind 77. No
Attachment to Dust 78. Real Prosperity 79. Incense Burner 80. The Real Miracle
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81. Just Go to Sleep 82. Nothing Exists 83. No Work, No Food 84. True Friends
85. Time to Die 86. The Living Buddha and the Tubmaker 87. Three Kinds of
Disciples 88. How to Write a Chinese Poem 89. Zen Dialogue 90. The Last Rap
91. The Taste of Banzo’s Sword 92. Fire-Poker Zen 93. Storyteller’s Zen 94.
Midnight Excursion 95. A Letter to a Dying Man 96. A Drop of Water 97.
Teaching the Ultimate 98. Non-Attachment 99. Tosui’s Vinegar 100. The Silent
Temple 101. Buddha’s Zen
'Storyteller' is a series of illustrated books that features stories from the world's
major religions accompanied by fact boxes that provide background and
supplementary information on each religion under consideration.
Building on the age-old art of storytelling, this beautiful book retells 20 ancient
Buddhist tales in a way that will aid relaxation and prepare your child for sleep.
This book examines culture, religion and polity in the context of Buddhism.
Gananath Obeyesekere, one of the foremost analytical voices from South Asia
develops Freud’s notion of ‘dream work’, the ‘work of culture’ and ideas of noself (anatta) to understand Buddhism in contemporary Sri Lanka. This work offers
a restorative interpretation of Buddhist myths in contrast to the perspective
involving deconstruction. The book deals with a range of themes connected with
Buddhism, including oral traditions and stories, the religious pantheon,
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philosophy, emotions, reform movements, questions of identity and culture, and
issues of modernity. This fascinating volume will greatly interest students,
teachers and researchers of religion and philosophy, especially Buddhism,
ethics, cultural studies, social and cultural anthropology, Sri Lanka and modern
South Asian history.
The Jatakamala is a famous work in both sacred Buddhist and classical Sanskrit
literature. It recounts thirty-four stories of the Buddha's previous births, and his
good deeds in those earlier incarnations as a god, man or an animal. Written in
elegant Sanskrit prose and verse in the fourth century A.D., these tales were later
translated into Chinese and Tibetan. Several feature in the Ajanta cave paintings.
Their colourful backgrounds range from a sea voyage to a battle scene, a forest
fire to a royal hunt and from the charms of the harem to the horrors of hell.
Popular through the ages, they remain highly readable today, both for their
timeless message of compassion and concord, and the vivid, dramatic imagery
with which it is presented. Twelve of these tales are not found in any other
collection including the Pali Jataka texts. Arya Shura, the author of the
Jatakamala, is known in tradition as a saintly teacher and an authority on
prosody. In all probability he was a Buddhist monk. No details are available of his
life, except that he wrote several other works, some of which are extant only in
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Tibetan and Chinese translations.
Buddhist parables for children.
Shares several stories of Buddhist women from all over the world and across
time along with commentary on the lessons their stories have to offer.
This book is a collection of the most beloved stories, teachings and parables attributed to
Gautama Buddha, enlightened teacher and sage who lived and taught in the northeastern part
of ancient India. Since the narrative of the Buddha’s life was retold across cultures and across
times, it is only natural that the facts mingled with various legends and folk stories, thus
creating an invaluable source of wisdom that is not only inspirational, but also utterly
entertaining.
Easy, fun, and everyday Buddhism activities for kids With a busy schedule of school, sports,
and time with family and friends, growing up can be stressful and confusing--but that confusion
can transform into curiosity and excitement about the world and your place in it. Buddhism for
Kids shows you how Dharma, or Buddhist principles, can help you find your center and feel
more aware of the world around you. Using easy-to-follow meditations for kids, interactive
projects, and illustrated versions of classic Buddhist stories, Buddhism for Kids makes learning
Dharma easy and fun, categorizing each activity by Morning, Day, or Night so you can practice
at your own pace. Buddhism for Kids includes: DIY Dharma--Explore your own Truths through
fun games and creative activities based on the teachings of Buddhism. Stepping stones--Find
relaxation with unique meditations you can do on the way to school, at lunch time, or right
before bed. Anytime story--Follow along with imaginative, illustrated retellings of Buddhism
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stories--each including a short moral to reflect on. Make your own spiritual path with Buddhism
for Kids, the kid-friendly guide to everyday peace of mind.
When we read about the profundity and complexity of the Buddhist tradition, we are hard
pressed to imagine how the earliest Japanese priests propagated this tradition and how the
common people accepted it. Kyokai's collection of 'miraculous stories throw much light on this.
Renowned author and National Book Award winner Dr. Charles Johnson writes that his
creative work and Buddhist practice are the two activities in his life that have reinforced each
other—and have anchored him. In this wide and varied collection of essays, reviews, and short
stories, Johnson offers writings that passionately and compellingly illuminate how politics, race,
and spiritual life intersect in our changing culture. Throughout his long and varied creative
career, Johnson has been a cartoonist and illustrator, screen- and teleplay writer, novelist,
philosopher, short fiction writer, essayist, literary scholar, and professor. His work is often
philosophically, politically, and spiritually oriented, and he has deeply explored racial issues in
the United States, most notably in his novel Middle Passage, which won the National Book
Award for Fiction in 1990. Johnson received a MacArthur Fellowship, or "Genius Grant," in
1998. Taming the Ox is a wonderful reflection of what Johnson has learned during his passage
through American literature, the visual arts, and the Buddhadharma.
The Lotus Sutra is one of the world's great religious scriptures and most influential texts. It has
been a seminal work in the development of Buddhism throughout East Asia, and by extension
in the development of Buddhism throughout the world. Taking place in a vast and fantastical
cosmic setting, the Lotus Sutra places emphasis on skillfully doing whatever is needed to serve
and compassionately care for others, on breaking down sharp distinctions between the ideals
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of the fully enlightened Buddha and the bodhisattva who vows to postpone personal salvation
until all beings may share it together, and especially on each and every being's innate capacity
to become a buddha. Wisdom's publication of Gene Reeve's contemporary translation of the
Lotus Sutra was a landmark event, and his translation was hailed as "immediately the new
standard." Yet even in perfect translation, the full meaning of any Buddhist scripture can still be
challenging to grasp. Now, in this equally important volume, Reeves presents the most
important themes and most remarkable and memorable stories from the Lotus Sutra along with
a distillation of his decades of reflection on them in accessible, easy-to-read, "plan English"
style. This book will be the perfect companion to Reeves' translation, as well an excellent stand
alone introductory book.
Jataka stories (stories about the previous births of the Buddha) are very popular in Theravada
Buddhist countries, where they are found in both canonical texts and later compositions and
collections, and are commonly used in sermons, children's books, plays, poetry, temple
illustrations, rituals and festivals. Whilst at first glance many of the stories look like common
fables or folktales, Buddhist tradition tells us that the stories illustrate the gradual path to
perfection exemplified by the Buddha in his previous births, when he was a bodhisatta (buddhato-be). Jataka stories have had a long and colourful history, closely intertwined with the
development of doctrines about the Buddha, the path to buddhahood, and how Buddhists
should behave now the Buddha is no more. This book explores the shifting role of the stories in
Buddhist doctrine, practice, and creative expression, finally placing this integral Buddhist genre
back in the centre of scholarly understandings of the religion.
Recounts the major events in the life of Prince Siddhartha, how he became Buddha, the
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Awakened One, and some of the teachings that he left behind.

A Zen monk strides empty handed into a tiger's cage. An Indian master
spontaneously empties a bag of gold dust into the air. A young woman lays down
the burden of her dead child and asks the Buddha to accept her as his disciple.
Here is another book by the popular author, Vessantara, who takes incidents
from the lives of the Buddha, Tibetan mystics and Zen masters and uses them to
show how we too can live a more fulfilled life. Full of colorful tales, Vessantara's
vivid, imaginative style makes these ancient, well-loved stories inspiring tools for
self-development. Also by the same author: Female Deities in Buddhism, The
Mandala of the Five Buddhas, Meeting the Buddhas, The Vajra and Bell
Stories & historical records that help teach us about our human roots and how to
nurture them.
A contemporary and provocative examination of the life of the Buddha
highlighting the influence of women from his journey to awakening through his
teaching career--based on overlooked or neglected stories from ancient source
material. In this retelling of the ancient legends of the women in the Buddha’s
intimate circle, lesser-known stories from Sanskrit and Pali sources are for the
first time woven into an illuminating, coherent narrative that follows his life from
his birth to his parinirvana or death. Interspersed with original insights, fresh
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interpretations, and bold challenges to the status quo, the stories are both
entertaining and thought-provoking—some may even appear controversial.
Focusing first on laywomen from the time before the Buddha’s
enlightenment—his birth mother and stepmother, his co-wives, and members of
his harem when he was known as Prince Siddhartha—then moving on to the
Buddha’s first female disciples, early nuns, and to female patrons, Wendy
Garling invites us to open our minds to a new understanding of their roles.
This is the first complete English translation in over a century of the ten great
jataka tales covering the Bodhisatta’s final adventures in the human realm
before his ultimate life and enlightenment as the Buddha. Introductory comments
to each story provide background and analysis. A general introduction explores
themes and the stories’ role in Buddhist art and practice. Color images show the
stories’ centrality in the Buddhist visual landscape of Southeast Asia.These
definitive new translations reestablish the stories as ancient literary treasures of
South Asia. Readers will be delighted by their magic and intrigue, philosophical
insight, and deep roots in the religious and cultural world of the Buddha.
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