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Introduces readers to the history of books in Britain—their significance, influence,
and current and future status Presented as a comprehensive, up-to-date
narrative, The Book in Britain: A Historical Introduction explores the impact of
books, manuscripts, and other kinds of material texts on the cultures and
societies of the British Isles. The text clearly explains the technicalities of printing
and publishing and discusses the formal elements of books and manuscripts,
which are necessary to facilitate an understanding of that impact. This
collaboratively authored narrative history combines the knowledge and expertise
of five scholars who seek to answer questions such as: How does the material
form of a text affect its meaning? How do books shape political and religious
movements? How have the economics of the book trade and copyright shaped
the literary canon? Who has been included in and excluded from the world of
books, and why? The Book in Britain: A Historical Introduction will appeal to all
scholars, students, and historians interested in the written word and its continued
production and presentation.
In this book the author explores the various meanings assigned to goods sold
retail from 1550 to 1820 and how their labels were understood. The first half of
the book focuses on these labels and on mercantile language more broadly; how
it was used in trade and how lexicographers and others approached what, for
them, were new vocabularies. In the second half, the author turns to the goods
themselves, and their relationships with terms such as ’luxury’, ’choice’ and
’love’; terms that were used as descriptors in marketing goods. The language of
objects is a subject of ongoing interest and the study of consumables opens up
new ways of looking at the everyday language of the early modern period as well
as the experiences of trade and consumption for both merchant and consumer.
Compiled in one book, the essential collection of books by Tobias Smollett The
Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom The Adventures of Peregrine Pickle The
Adventures of Roderick Random The Adventures of Sir Launcelot Greaves The
Expedition of Humphry Clinker Travels Through France And Italy
"The Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom — Complete" by T. Smollett.
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and nonfiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the
books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously
edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal
is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a highquality digital format.
She was a spirited young heiress. He was a handsome baronet with a promising career in
government. The marriage of Lady Seymour Dorothy Fleming and Sir Richard Worsley had the
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divorces in history. In February 1782, England opened its newspapers to read the details of a
criminal conversation trial in which the handsome baronet Sir Richard Worsley attempted to
sue his wife's lover for an astronomical sum in damages. In the course of the proceedings, the
Worsleys' scandalous sexual arrangements, voyeuristic tendencies, and bed-hopping antics
were laid bare. The trial and its verdict stunned society, but not as much as the unrepentant
behavior of Lady Worsley. Sir Joshua Reynolds captured the brazen character of his subject
when he created his celebrated portrait of Lady Worsley in a fashionable red riding habit, but it
was her shocking affairs that made her divorce so infamous that even George Washington
followed it in the press. Impeccably researched and written with great flair, Hallie Rubenhold's
The Lady in Red is a lively and moving true history that presents a rarely seen picture of
aristocratic life in the Georgian era.
'Anybody who loves the printed word will be bowled over by this amusing, erudite, beautiful
book about books. It is in every way a triumph. One of the loveliest books to have been
published for many, many years.' Alexander McCall Smith 'An utterly joyous journey into the
deepest eccentricities of the human mind… The most cheering, fascinating book I’ve read for
ages.' Guardian 'Brooke-Hitching’s prose is elegant and witty [and] the images...make the
book a real joy.' Spectator 'The most beautiful objects in literature. You're going to love this.
Extraordinary.' Dan Snow From the author of the critically acclaimed and globally successful
The Phantom Atlas, The Golden Atlas and The Sky Atlas comes a stunning new work. The
Madman’s Library is a unique, beautifully illustrated journey through the entire history of
literature, delving into its darkest territories to hunt down the very strangest books ever written,
and uncover the fascinating stories behind their creation. This is a madman’s library of
eccentric and extraordinary volumes from around the world, many of which have been
completely forgotten. Books written in blood and books that kill, books of the insane and books
that hoaxed the globe, books invisible to the naked eye and books so long they could destroy
the Universe, books worn into battle, books of code and cypher whose secrets remain
undiscovered… and a few others that are just plain weird. From the 605-page Qur'an written in
the blood of Saddam Hussein, through the gorgeously decorated 15th-century lawsuit filed by
the Devil against Jesus, to the lost art of binding books with human skin, every strand of
strangeness imaginable (and many inconceivable) has been unearthed and bound together for
a unique and richly illustrated collection ideal for every book-lover.
Published annually from 1757 to 1795, Harris's List of Covent Garden Ladies was a notorious
directory of prostitutes working in London at a time when it is claimed one in five women made
a living from selling sex. The descriptions for each lady generally include the address she can
be found and a description of her attributes along with her expected remuneration. Although
usually complimentary some of the descriptions are critical of bad habits or occasionally
derisory. The directories were published anonymously, but it is thought that the original lists
were written by Samuel Derrick a Dublin born ""hack"" writer, although they continued after his
death in 1769. Only nine editions are known to have survived 1761, 1764, 1773, 1774, 1779,
1788, 1789, 1790 and 1793. The 2017 drama Harlots opens with one of the lead characters
returning to a brothel with a copy of the list from which many of the characters were drawn.
Challenging histories of plastic surgery that posit a complete disappearance of Gaspare
Tagliacozzi’s rhinoplasty operation after his death in 1599, Rhinoplasty and the nose in early
modern British medicine and culture traces knowledge of the procedure within the early
modern British medical community, through to its impact on the nineteenth-century revival of
skin-flap facial surgeries. The book explores why such a procedure was controversial, and the
cultural importance of the nose, offering critical readings of literary noses from Shakespeare to
Laurence Sterne. Medical knowledge of the graft operation was accompanied by a spurious
story that the nose would be constructed from flesh purchased from a social inferior, and would
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in the procedure’s stigmatisation, its engagement with the doctrine of medical sympathy, and
its unique attempt to commoditise living human flesh.
This book is for anyone interested in the history of marriage and cohabitation, whether
historian, lawyer or general reader. It is written in an accessible style, while providing a radical
reassessment of existing ideas about the popularity, legal treatment and perceptions of
cohabitation between 1600 and 2010.
This anthology makes available for the first time a selection of narratives by and about
prostitutes in the eighteenth century. These memoirs, some written by and some about
eighteenth-century prostitutes, offer important insights into female experience and class and
gender roles in the period. Portraying the lives of women in both success and hardship, written
in voices ranging from repentant to bawdy, the memoirs show the complexity of the lives of the
“nightwalkers.” For eighteenth-century readers, as Laura Rosenthal writes in her introduction,
these memoirs “offered sensual and sentimental journeys, glimpses into high life and low life,
and relentless confrontations with the explosive power of money and the vulnerability of those
without it.” Offering a range of narratives from the conservative and reformist to the
unabashedly libertine, this book provides a fascinating alternative look into eighteenth-century
culture.
This is the first biography of Thomas Harris: confidant of George III, ‘spin doctor’,
philanthropist, sexual suspect, brothel owner, and the man who controlled Covent Garden
theatre for nearly five decades.
This is the story of a boy who was left with a slave trader on the Grain Coast of West Africa as
a guarantee by his stepfather. If his stepfather does not supply the slave trader with the
captives, he owes him, and the boy will be sold across the Atlantic to be enslaved. In telling the
story, the author was inspired by accounts given by sailors and others who witnessed firsthand
the operation of the Atlantic slave trade. The author reconstructs the anguish of the victims of
the slave trade and the destruction caused to settlements and civilization of West Africa by the
raids and warfare. He also explores the meaning of our common humanity and the importance
of forgiveness and remorse. The story is set in the recent past, but it has relevance for today,
especially as it relates to modern slavery.
This rollercoaster ride through the colorful history of slang—from highwaymen to hip-hop—is a
fresh and exciting take on the subject: entertaining and authoritative without being patronizing,
out-of-touch or voyeuristic. Slang is the language of pop culture, low culture, street culture,
underground movements and secret societies; depending on your point of view, it is a badge of
honor, a sign of identity or a dangerous assault on the values of polite society. Of all the
vocabularies available to us, slang is the most alive, constantly evolving and—as it leaks into
the mainstream and is taken up by all of us—infusing the language with a healthy dose of
vitality. Witty, energetic and informative Vulgar Tongues traces the many routes of slang,
beginning with the thieves and prostitutes of Elizabethan London and ending with the present
day, where the centuries-old terms rap and hip-hop still survive, though their meanings have
changed. On the way we will meet Dr. Johnson, World War II flying aces, pickpockets,
schoolchildren, hardboiled private eyes, carnival geeks and the many eccentric characters who
have tried to record slang throughout its checkered past. If you’re curious about flapdragons
and ale passion, the changing meanings of punk and geek, or how fly originated on the streets
of eighteenth-century London and square in Masonic lodges, this is the book for you.
Oliver Goldsmith arrived in England a penniless Irishman and toiled for years in the anonymity
of Grub Street. Norma Clarke tells how this destitute scribbler became one of literary London’s
most celebrated authors, transmuting dark truths about the empire into fable and nostalgia
whose undertow of Irish indignation remains just barely perceptible.
"If you ever wondered what Jane Austen's Mr Darcy and his 'fellows' got up to on their
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HARRIS'S LIST OF COVENT GARDEN LADIES was a bestseller of the Eighteenth Century,
shifting 250,000 copoies in an age before mass consumerism. An annual 'guide book', and
published at Christmas time, it detailed the names, attributes and 'specialities' of the capital's
prostitutes. During its heyday (1759 -95) HARRIS'S LIST was the essential accessory for any
serious gentleman of pleasure. Hallie Rubenhold has collected the funniest, rudest and most
bizarre entries penned by Jack Harris, Pimp-General-of-all-England' into this mischievous little
book."
In 1757, a down-and-out Irish poet and a celebrated London courtesan became bound
together by the publication of a little book: Harris's List of Covent Garden Ladies. Hallie
Rubenhold tells the story of this salacious publication which detailed the names and
'specialities' of the capital's prostitutes, and became one of the eighteenth century's most
successful and scandalous literary works.
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