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It is now more than seventy years since the creation of the state of Israel, yet its origins
and the British Empire's historic responsibility for Palestine remain little known.
Confusion persists too as to the distinction between anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism. In
Legacy of Empire, Gardner Thompson offers a clear-eyed review of political Zionism
and Britain's role in shaping the history of Palestine and Israel. Thompson explores why
the British government adopted Zionism in the early twentieth century, issuing the
Balfour Declaration in 1917 and then retaining it as the cornerstone of their rule in
Palestine after the First World War. Despite evidence and warnings, over the next two
decades Britain would facilitate the colonisation of Arab Palestine by Jewish
immigrants, ultimately leading to a conflict which it could not contain. Britain's response
was to propose the partition of an ungovernable land: a 'two-state solution' which though endorsed by the United Nations after the Second World War - has so far
brought into being neither two states nor a solution. A highly readable and compelling
account of Britain's rule in Palestine, Legacy of Empire is essential for those wishing to
better understand the roots of this enduring conflict.
Rigorously researched, Hunger: A Modern History draws together social, cultural, and
political history, to show us how we came to have a moral, political, and social
responsibility toward the hungry. Vernon forcefully reminds us how many perished from
hunger in the empire and reveals how their history was intricately connected with the
precarious achievements of the welfare state in Britain, as well as with the development
of international institutions committed to the conquest of world hunger.
THE TOP 10 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER Shortlisted for the André Simon Food
and Drink Book Awards for 2019 'A beautifully textured tour around the cheeseboard'
Simon Garfield 'Full of flavour' Sunday Times 'A delightful and informative romp' Bee
Wilson, Guardian 'His encounters with modern-day practitioners fizz with infectious
delight' John Walsh, Sunday Times Every cheese tells a story. Whether it's a fresh
young goat's cheese or a big, beefy eighteen-month-old Cheddar, each variety holds
the history of the people who first made it, from the builders of Stonehenge to medieval
monks, from the Stilton-makers of the eighteenth-century to the factory cheesemakers
of the Second World War. Cheesemonger Ned Palmer takes us on a delicious journey
across Britain and Ireland and through time to uncover the histories of beloved old
favourites like Cheddar and Wensleydale and fresh innovations like the Irish Cashel
Blue or the rambunctious Renegade Monk. Along the way we learn the craft and culture
of cheesemaking from the eccentric and engaging characters who have revived and
reinvented farmhouse and artisan traditions. And we get to know the major cheese
styles - the blues, washed rinds, semi-softs and, unique to the British Isles, the
territorials - and discover how best to enjoy them, on a cheeseboard with a glass of
Riesling, or as a Welsh rarebit alongside a pint of Pale Ale. This is a cheesemonger's
odyssey, a celebration of history, innovation and taste - and the book all cheese and
history lovers will want to devour this Christmas.
SPECTATOR BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2015 Britain's empire has gone. Our
manufacturing base is a shadow of its former self; the Royal Navy has been reduced to
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a skeleton. In military, diplomatic and economic terms, we no longer matter as we once
did. And yet there is still one area in which we can legitimately claim superpower status:
our popular culture. It is extraordinary to think that one British writer, J. K. Rowling, has
sold more than 400 million books; that Doctor Who is watched in almost every
developed country in the world; that James Bond has been the central character in the
longest-running film series in history; that The Lord of the Rings is the second bestselling novel ever written (behind only A Tale of Two Cities); that the Beatles are still
the best-selling musical group of all time; and that only Shakespeare and the Bible have
sold more books than Agatha Christie. To put it simply, no country on earth, relative to
its size, has contributed more to the modern imagination. This is a book about the
success and the meaning of Britain's modern popular culture, from Bond and the
Beatles to heavy metal and Coronation Street, from the Angry Young Men to Harry
Potter, from Damien Hirst toThe X Factor.
An authoritative history of the foods of India, complete with recipes, ranges from the
imperial kitchen of the Mughal invader Babur to the smoky cookhouse of the British Raj
and includes information on the influence of various food traditions on the evolution of
Indian specialties.
A brilliant true crime account of the assassinations that altered the course of Irish
history from the “compulsively readable” writer (The Guardian). One sunlit evening,
May 6, 1882, Lord Frederick Cavendish and Thomas Burke, Chief Secretary and
Undersecretary for Ireland, were ambushed and stabbed to death while strolling
through Phoenix Park in Dublin. The murders were funded by American supporters of
Irish independence and carried out by the Invincibles, a militant faction of republicans
armed with specially made surgeon’s blades. They put an end to the new spirit of
goodwill that had been burgeoning between British Prime Minister William Gladstone
and Ireland’s leader Charles Stewart Parnell as the men forged a secret pact to
achieve peace and independence in Ireland—with the newly appointed Cavendish,
Gladstone’s protégé, to play an instrumental role in helping to do so. In a story that
spans Donegal, Dublin, London, Paris, New York, Cannes, and Cape Town, Julie
Kavanagh thrillingly traces the crucial events that came before and after the murders.
From the adulterous affair that caused Parnell’s downfall; to Queen Victoria’s prurient
obsession with the assassinations; to the investigation spearheaded by Superintendent
John Mallon, also known as the “Irish Sherlock Holmes,” culminating in the eventual
betrayal and clandestine escape of leading Invincible James Carey and his murder on
the high seas, The Irish Assassins brings us intimately into this fascinating story that
shaped Irish politics and engulfed an Empire. Praise for Julie Kavanagh’s Nureyev:
The Life “Easily the best biography of the year.” —The Philadelphia Inquirer “The
definitive biography of ballet’s greatest star whose ego was as supersized as his
talent.” —Tina Brown, award-winning journalist and author
Prior to the American Revolution, the Ohio River Valley was a cauldron of competing
interests: Indian, colonial, and imperial. The conflict known as Pontiac’s Uprising,
which lasted from 1763 until 1766, erupted out of this volatile atmosphere. Never Come
to Peace Again, the first complete account of Pontiac’s Uprising to appear in nearly fifty
years, is a richly detailed account of the causes, conduct, and consequences of events
that proved pivotal in American colonial history. When the Seven Years’ War ended in
1760, French forts across the wilderness passed into British possession. Recognizing
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that they were just exchanging one master for another, Native tribes of the Ohio valley
were angered by this development. Led by an Ottawa chief named Pontiac, a
confederation of tribes, including the Delaware, Seneca, Chippewa, Miami,
Potawatomie, and Huron, rose up against the British. Ultimately unsuccessful, the
prolonged and widespread rebellion nevertheless took a heavy toll on British forces.
Even more devastating to the British was the rise in revolutionary sentiment among
colonists in response to the rebellion. For Dixon, Pontiac’s Uprising was far more than
a bloody interlude between Great Britain’s two wars of the eighteenth century. It was
the bridge that linked the Seven Years’ War with the American Revolution.
When students gathered in a London coffeehouse and smoked tobacco; when
Yorkshire women sipped sugar-infused tea; or when a Glasgow family ate a bowl of
Indian curry, were they aware of the mechanisms of imperial rule and trade that made
such goods readily available? In Eating the Empire, Troy Bickham unfolds the
extraordinary role that food played in shaping Britain during the long eighteenth century
(circa 1660–1837), when such foreign goods as coffee, tea, and sugar went from rare
luxuries to some of the most ubiquitous commodities in Britain—reaching even the
poorest and remotest of households. Bickham reveals how trade in the empire’s
edibles underpinned the emerging consumer economy, fomenting the rise of modern
retailing, visual advertising, and consumer credit, and, via taxes, financed the military
and civil bureaucracy that secured, governed, and spread the British Empire.
From the bestselling author of The English comes Empire, Jeremy Paxman's history of the
British Empire accompanied by a flagship 5-part BBC TV series, for readers of Simon Schama
and Andrew Marr. The influence of the British Empire is everywhere, from the very existence of
the United Kingdom to the ethnic composition of our cities. It affects everything, from Prime
Ministers' decisions to send troops to war to the adventurers we admire. From the sports we
think we're good at to the architecture of our buildings; the way we travel to the way we trade;
the hopeless losers we will on, and the food we hunger for, the empire is never very far away.
In this acute and witty analysis, Jeremy Paxman goes to the very heart of empire. As he
describes the selection process for colonial officers ('intended to weed out the cad, the feeble
and the too clever') the importance of sport, the sweating domestic life of the colonial officer's
wife ('the challenge with cooking meat was "to grasp the fleeting moment between toughness
and putrefaction when the joint may possibly prove eatable"') and the crazed end for General
Gordon of Khartoum, Paxman brings brilliantly to life the tragedy and comedy of Empire and
reveals its profound and lasting effect on our nation and ourselves. 'Paxman is witty, incisive,
acerbic and opinionated . . . In short, he carries the whole thing off with panache bordering on
effrontery' Piers Brendon, Sunday Times 'Paxman is a magnificent historian, and Empire may
be remembered as his finest work' Independent on Sunday Jeremy Paxman was born in
Yorkshire and educated at Cambridge. He is an award-winning journalist who spent ten years
reporting from overseas, notably for Panorama. He is the author of five books including The
English. He is the presenter of Newsnight and University Challenge and has presented BBC
documentaries on various subjects including Victorian art and Wilfred Owen.
To Rule the Waves tells the extraordinary story of how the British Royal Navy allowed one
nation to rise to a level of power unprecedented in history. From the navy's beginnings under
Henry VIII to the age of computer warfare and special ops, historian Arthur Herman tells the
spellbinding tale of great battles at sea, heroic sailors, violent conflict, and personal tragedy -of the way one mighty institution forged a nation, an empire, and a new world. This P.S. edition
features an extra 16 pages of insights into the book, including author interviews, recommended
reading, and more.
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Were World Wars I and II inevitable? Were they necessary wars? Or were they products of
calamitous failures of judgment? In this monumental and provocative history, Patrick Buchanan
makes the case that, if not for the blunders of British statesmen– Winston Churchill first among
them–the horrors of two world wars and the Holocaust might have been avoided and the British
Empire might never have collapsed into ruins. Half a century of murderous oppression of
scores of millions under the iron boot of Communist tyranny might never have happened, and
Europe’s central role in world affairs might have been sustained for many generations. Among
the British and Churchillian errors were: • The secret decision of a tiny cabal in the inner
Cabinet in 1906 to take Britain straight to war against Germany, should she invade France •
The vengeful Treaty of Versailles that mutilated Germany, leaving her bitter, betrayed, and
receptive to the appeal of Adolf Hitler • Britain’s capitulation, at Churchill’s urging, to
American pressure to sever the Anglo-Japanese alliance, insulting and isolating Japan,
pushing her onto the path of militarism and conquest • The greatest mistake in British history:
the unsolicited war guarantee to Poland of March 1939, ensuring the Second World War
Certain to create controversy and spirited argument, Churchill, Hitler, and “the Unnecessary
War” is a grand and bold insight into the historic failures of judgment that ended centuries of
European rule and guaranteed a future no one who lived in that vanished world could ever
have envisioned.
The Hungry EmpireHow Britain's Quest for Food Shaped the Modern WorldArrow
A history of the British Empire told through twenty meals eaten around the world In The Taste
of Empire, acclaimed historian Lizzie Collingham tells the story of how the British Empire's
quest for food shaped the modern world. Told through twenty meals over the course of 450
years, from the Far East to the New World, Collingham explains how Africans taught
Americans how to grow rice, how the East India Company turned opium into tea, and how
Americans became the best-fed people in the world. In The Taste of Empire, Collingham
masterfully shows that only by examining the history of Great Britain's global food system, from
sixteenth-century Newfoundland fisheries to our present-day eating habits, can we fully
understand our capitalist economy and its role in making our modern diets.
Bond. James Bond. The ultimate British hero--suave, stoic, gadget-driven--was, more than
anything, the necessary invention of a traumatized country whose self-image as a great power
had just been shattered by the Second World War. By inventing the parallel world of secret
British greatness and glamour, Ian Fleming fabricated an icon that has endured long past its
maker's death. In The Man Who Saved Britain, Simon Winder lovingly and ruefully re-creates
the nadirs of his own fandom while illuminating what Bond says about sex, the monarchy, food,
class, attitudes toward America, and everything in between. The result is an insightful and,
above all, entertaining exploration of postwar Britain under the influence of the legendary
Agent 007.
'A wholly pleasing book, which offers a tasty side dish to anyone exploring the narrative history
of the British Empire' Max Hastings, Sunday TimesWINNER OF THE GUILD OF FOOD
WRITERS BOOK AWARD 2018The glamorous daughter of an African chief shares a
pineapple with a slave trader... Surveyors in British Columbia eat tinned Australian rabbit...
Diamond prospectors in Guyana prepare an iguana curry...In twenty meals The Hungry
Empiretells the story of how the British created a global network of commerce and trade in
foodstuffs that moved people and plants from one continent to another, reshaping landscapes
and culinary tastes. The Empire allowed Britain to harness the globe?s edible resources from
cod fish and salt beef to spices, tea and sugar. Lizzie Collingham takes us on a wide-ranging
culinary journey, revealing how virtually every meal we eat still contains a taste of empire.
Last Weapons explains how the use of hunger strikes and fasts in political protest became a
global phenomenon. Exploring the proliferation of hunger as a form of protest between the latenineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries, Kevin Grant traces this radical tactic as it spread
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through trans-imperial networks among revolutionaries and civil-rights activists from Russia to
Britain to Ireland to India and beyond. He shows how the significance of hunger strikes and
fasts refracted across political and cultural boundaries, and how prisoners experienced and
understood their own starvation, which was then poorly explained by medical research. Prison
staff and political officials struggled to manage this challenge not only to their authority, but to
society’s faith in the justice of liberal governance. Whether starving for the vote or national
liberation, prisoners embodied proof of their own assertions that the rule of law enforced
injustices that required redress and reform. Drawing upon deep archival research, the author
offers a highly original examination of the role of hunger in contesting an imperial world, a
tactic that still resonates today.

How does Britain get its food? Why is our current system at breaking point? How
can we fix it before it is too late? British food has changed remarkably in the last
half century. As we have become wealthier and more discerning, our food has
Europeanized (pizza is children's favourite food) and internationalized (we eat the
world's cuisines), yet our food culture remains fragmented, a mix of mass 'ultraprocessed' substances alongside food as varied and good as anywhere else on
the planet. This book takes stock of the UK food system: where it comes from,
what we eat, its impact, fragilities and strengths. It is a book on the politics of
food. It argues that the Brexit vote will force us to review our food system. Such
an opportunity is sorely needed. After a brief frenzy of concern following the
financial shock of 2008, the UK government has slumped once more into a vague
hope that the food system will keep going on as before. Food, they said, just
required a burst of agri-technology and more exports to pay for our massive
imports. Feeding Britain argues that this and other approaches are short-sighted,
against the public interest, and possibly even strategic folly. Setting a new course
for UK food is no easy task but it is a process, this book urges, that needs to
begin now. 'Tim Lang has performed a public service' Simon Jenkins, Sunday
Times
LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE 'Alex Renton has done
Britain a favour and written a brutally honest book about his family's involvement
with slavery. Blood Legacy could change our frequently defensive national
conversation about slavery/race' Sathnam Sanghera 'Utterly gripped – An
incredible book. Alex's work is my book in practice' Emma Dabiri Through the
story of his own family’s history as slave and plantation owners, Alex Renton
looks at how we owe it to the present to understand the legacy of the past. When
British Caribbean slavery was abolished across most of the British Empire in
1833, it was not the newly liberated who received compensation, but the tens of
thousands of enslavers who were paid millions of pounds in government money.
The descendants of some of those slave owners are among the wealthiest and
most powerful people in Britain today. A group of Caribbean countries is calling
on ten European nations to discuss the payment of trillions of dollars for the
damage done by transatlantic slavery and its continuing legacy. Meanwhile,
Black Lives Matter and other activist groups are causing increasing numbers of
white people to reflect on how this history of abuse and exploitation has benefited
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them. Blood Legacy explores what inheritance – political, economic, moral and
spiritual – has been passed to the descendants of the slave owners and the
descendants of the enslaved. He also asks, crucially, how the former – himself
among them – can begin to make reparations for the past.
A bestselling historian shows how the British Empire created the modern world,
in a book lauded as "a rattling good tale" (Wall Street Journal) and "popular
history at its best" (Washington Post) The British Empire was the largest in all
history: the nearest thing to global domination ever achieved. The world we know
today is in large measure the product of Britain's Age of Empire. The global
spread of capitalism, telecommunications, the English language, and institutions
of representative government -- all these can be traced back to the extraordinary
expansion of Britain's economy, population and culture from the seventeenth
century until the mid-twentieth. On a vast and vividly colored canvas, Empire
shows how the British Empire acted as midwife to modernity. Displaying the
originality and rigor that have made Niall Ferguson one of the world's foremost
historians, Empire is a dazzling tour de force -- a remarkable reappraisal of the
prizes and pitfalls of global empire.
A strong emotional attachment to the memory of empire runs deep in British
culture. In recent years, that memory has become a battleground in a long-drawn
ideological war, inflecting debates on race, class, gender, culture, the UK’s
future and its place in the world. This provocative and passionate book surveys
the scene of the imperial memory wars in contemporary Britain, exploring how
the myths that structure our views of empire came to be, and how they inform the
present. Taking in such diverse subjects as Rory Stewart and inter-war adventure
fiction, man’s facial hair and Kipling, the Alt-right and the Red Wall, Imperial
Nostalgia asks how our relationship with our national past has gone wrong, and
how it might be improved.
Sub-titled The British Imperial Experience from 1765 to the Present, Professor
Denis Judd’s Empire is a magisterial overview and panoramic history of the
greatest empire the world has know, and pays particular attention to its impact o
both the rulers and the ruled.
Hunger is as old as history itself. Indeed, it appears to be a timeless and
inescapable biological condition. And yet perceptions of hunger and of the hungry
have changed over time and differed from place to place. Hunger has a history,
which can now be told. At the beginning of the nineteenth century, hunger was
viewed as an unavoidable natural phenomenon or as the fault of its lazy and
morally flawed victims. By the middle of the twentieth century, a new
understanding of hunger had taken root. Across the British Empire and beyond,
humanitarian groups, political activists, social reformers, and nutritional scientists
established that the hungry were innocent victims of political and economic
forces outside their control. Hunger was now seen as a global social problem
requiring government intervention in the form of welfare to aid the hungry at
home and abroad. James Vernon captures this momentous shift as it occurred in
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imperial Britain over the past two centuries. Rigorously researched, Hunger: A
Modern History draws together social, cultural, and political history in a novel
way, to show us how we came to have a moral, political, and social responsibility
toward the hungry. Vernon forcefully reminds us how many perished from hunger
in the empire and reveals how their history was intricately connected with the
precarious achievements of the welfare state in Britain, as well as with the
development of international institutions, such as the United Nations, committed
to the conquest of world hunger. All those moved by the plight of the hungry will
want to read this compelling book.
From the award-winning and bestselling author of Ghost Wars and Directorate S,
an “extraordinary” and “monumental” exposé of Big Oil (The Washington Post)
Includes a profile of current Secretary of State and former chairman and chief
executive of ExxonMobil, Rex Tillerson In this, the first hard-hitting examination of
ExxonMobil—the largest and most powerful private corporation in the United
States—Steve Coll reveals the true extent of its power. Private Empire pulls back
the curtain, tracking the corporation’s recent history and its central role on the
world stage, beginning with the Exxon Valdez accident in 1989 and leading to the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. The action spans the
globe—featuring kidnapping cases, civil wars, and high-stakes struggles at the
Kremlin—and the narrative is driven by larger-than-life characters, including
corporate legend Lee “Iron Ass” Raymond, ExxonMobil’s chief executive until
2005, and current chairman and chief executive Rex Tillerson, President-elect
Donald Trump's nomination for Secretary of State. A penetrating, news-breaking
study, Private Empire is a defining portrait of Big Oil in American politics and
foreign policy.
A dogged enemy of Hitler, resolute ally of the Americans, and inspiring leader
through World War II, Winston Churchill is venerated as one of the truly great
statesmen of the last century. But while he has been widely extolled for his
achievements, parts of Churchill’s record have gone woefully unexamined. As
journalist Madhusree Mukerjee reveals, at the same time that Churchill brilliantly
opposed the barbarism of the Nazis, he governed India with a fierce resolve to
crush its freedom movement and a profound contempt for native lives. A series of
Churchill’s decisions between 1940 and 1944 directly and inevitably led to the
deaths of some three million Indians. The streets of eastern Indian cities were
lined with corpses, yet instead of sending emergency food shipments Churchill
used the wheat and ships at his disposal to build stockpiles for feeding postwar
Britain and Europe. Combining meticulous research with a vivid narrative, and
riveting accounts of personality and policy clashes within and without the British
War Cabinet, Churchill’s Secret War places this oft-overlooked tragedy into the
larger context of World War II, India’s fight for freedom, and Churchill’s enduring
legacy. Winston Churchill may have found victory in Europe, but, as this
groundbreaking historical investigation reveals, his mismanagement—facilitated
by dubious advice from scientist and eugenicist Lord Cherwell—devastated India
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and set the stage for the massive bloodletting that accompanied independence.
Before New York Times bestselling author Bill Bryson wrote The Road to Little
Dribbling, he took this delightfully irreverent jaunt around the unparalleled floating
nation of Great Britain, which has produced zebra crossings, Shakespeare,
Twiggie Winkie’s Farm, and places with names like Farleigh Wallop and Titsey.
The British Empire, ”the biggest empire in history”once ruled a quarter of the
globe. It was built by an incredible array of swashbuckling soldiers and sailors,
pirates and adventurers who finally get their due in H. W. Crocker III's panoramic
and provocative view of four hundred years of history that will delight and amuse,
educate and entertain. Strap on your pith helmet for a rollicking ride through
some of history's most colorful events. Bet your teacher never told you: The
Founding Fathers didn't rebel against British imperialism; they looked forward to
the transfer of the great seat of Empire to America. The original Norman English
invasion of Ireland was approved by the pope. Sir Charles Napier, commander in
chief of the British Army in India, abolished the Hindu custom of widow-burning.
Field Marshal Sir Gerald Templer's hearts and minds counter- insurgency
strategy was instrumental in defeating the Communists in Malaya. The breakup
of the British Empire led Winston Churchill to conclude that he had achieved
nothing in his life.
Between 1869 and 1967, government-funded British charities sent nearly
100,000 British children to start new lives in the settler empire. This pioneering
study tells the story of the rise and fall of child emigration to Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, and Southern Rhodesia. In the mid-Victorian period, the book
reveals, the concept of a global British race had a profound impact on the
practice of charity work, the evolution of child welfare, and the experiences of
poor children. During the twentieth century, however, rising nationalism in the
dominions, alongside the emergence of new, psychological theories of child
welfare, eroded faith in the 'British world' and brought child emigration into
question. Combining archival sources with original oral histories, Empire's
Children not only explores the powerful influence of empire on child-centered
social policy, it also uncovers how the lives of ordinary children and families were
forever transformed by imperial forces and settler nationalism.
"The Last Imperialist: Sir Alan Burns' Epic Defense of the British Empires studies
Sir Alan Burns' career and his arguments in defense of European colonialism.
Bruce Gilley describes Burns' intellectual and policy battles with opponents of
colonialism and his efforts to slow the decolonization process"-Chronicles Britain's rise to imperial might in the wake of the American Revolution,
recording life in its diverse colonies and reflecting on the inherent weaknesses of
the empire, its inevitable decline, and its legacy for the present.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2012 Food, and in particular the lack of it,
was central to the experience of World War II. In this richly detailed and engaging
history, Lizzie Collingham establishes how control of food and its production is
crucial to total war. How were the imperial ambitions of Germany and Japan Page 8/12
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ambitions which sowed the seeds of war - informed by a desire for selfsufficiency in food production? How was the outcome of the war affected by the
decisions that the Allies and the Axis took over how to feed their troops? And
how did the distinctive ideologies of the different combatant countries determine
their attitudes towards those they had to feed? Tracing the interaction between
food and strategy, on both the military and home fronts, this gripping, original
account demonstrates how the issue of access to food was a driving force within
Nazi policy and contributed to the decision to murder hundreds of thousands of
'useless eaters' in Europe. Focusing on both the winners and losers in the battle
for food, The Taste of War brings to light the striking fact that war-related hunger
and famine was not only caused by Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, but was
also the result of Allied mismanagement and neglect, particularly in India, Africa
and China. American dominance both during and after the war was not only a
result of the United States' immense industrial production but also of its
abundance of food. This book traces the establishment of a global pattern of food
production and distribution and shows how the war subsequently promoted the
pervasive influence of American food habits and tastes in the post-war world. A
work of great scope, The Taste of War connects the broad sweep of history to its
intimate impact upon the lives of individuals.
"Tea has been one of the most popular commodities in the world. Over centuries,
profits from its growth and sales funded wars and fueled colonization, and its
cultivation brought about massive changes--in land use, labor systems, market
practices, and social hierarchies--the effects of which are with us even today. A
Thirst for Empire takes a vast and in-depth historical look at how men and
women--through the tea industry in Europe, Asia, North America, and
Africa--transformed global tastes and habits and in the process created our
modern consumer society. As Erika Rappaport shows, between the seventeenth
and twentieth centuries the boundaries of the tea industry and the British Empire
overlapped but were never identical, and she highlights the economic, political,
and cultural forces that enabled the British Empire to dominate--but never entirely
control--the worldwide production, trade, and consumption of tea. Rappaport
delves into how Europeans adopted, appropriated, and altered Chinese tea
culture to build a widespread demand for tea in Britain and other global markets
and a plantation-based economy in South Asia and Africa. Tea was among the
earliest colonial industries in which merchants, planters, promoters, and retailers
used imperial resources to pay for global advertising and political lobbying. The
commercial model that tea inspired still exists and is vital for understanding how
politics and publicity influence the international economy ..."--Jacket.
The Sunday Times Top 10 bestseller on India's experience of British colonialism,
by the internationally-acclaimed author and diplomat Shashi Tharoor 'Tharoor's
impassioned polemic slices straight to the heart of the darkness that drives all
empires ... laying bare the grim, and high, cost of the British Empire for its former
subjects. An essential read' Financial Times In the eighteenth century, India's
Page 9/12

Bookmark File PDF The Hungry Empire How Britain S Quest For Food
Shaped The Modern World
share of the world economy was as large as Europe's. By 1947, after two
centuries of British rule, it had decreased six-fold. The Empire blew rebels from
cannon, massacred unarmed protesters, entrenched institutionalised racism, and
caused millions to die from starvation. British imperialism justified itself as
enlightened despotism for the benefit of the governed, but Shashi Tharoor takes
demolishes this position, demonstrating how every supposed imperial 'gift' - from
the railways to the rule of law - was designed in Britain's interests alone. He goes
on to show how Britain's Industrial Revolution was founded on India's
deindustrialisation, and the destruction of its textile industry. In this bold and
incisive reassessment of colonialism, Tharoor exposes to devastating effect the
inglorious reality of Britain's stained Indian legacy.
A rich and ambitious history reframing the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of the British
empire, and the emergence of industrial capitalism as inextricable from the gun trade. From the
seventeenth to the nineteenth century, the industrial revolution transformed Britain from an
agricultural and artisanal economy to one dominated by industry, ushering in unprecedented
growth in technology and trade and putting the country at the center of the global economy.
But the commonly accepted story of the industrial revolution, anchored in images of cotton
factories and steam engines invented by unfettered geniuses, overlooks the true root of
economic and industrial expansion: the lucrative military contracting that enabled the country's
near-constant state of war in the eighteenth century. Demand for the guns and other war
materiel that allowed British armies, navies, mercenaries, traders, settlers, and adventurers to
conquer an immense share of the globe in turn drove the rise of innumerable associated
industries, from metalworking to banking. Bookended by the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and
the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, this book traces the social and material life of British
guns over a century of near-constant war and violence at home and abroad. Priya Satia
develops this story through the life of prominent British gun-maker and Quaker Samuel Galton
Jr., who was asked to answer for the moral defensibility of producing guns as new uses like
anonymous mass violence rose. Reconciling the pacifist tenet of his faith with his perception of
the economic realities of the time, Galton argued that war was driving the industrial economy,
making everyone inescapably complicit in it. Through his story, Satia illuminates Britain's
emergence as a global superpower, the roots of the government's role in economic
development, and the origins of our own era's debates over gun control and military
contracting.
Coinciding with the extraordinary expansion of Britain's overseas empire under Queen Victoria,
the invention of photography allowed millions to see what they thought were realistic and
unbiased pictures of distant peoples and places. This supposed accuracy also helped to
legitimate Victorian geography's illuminations of the "darkest" recesses of the globe with the
"light" of scientific mapping techniques. But as James R. Ryan argues in Picturing Empire,
Victorian photographs reveal as much about the imaginative landscapes of imperial culture as
they do about the "real" subjects captured within their frames. Ryan considers the role of
photography in the exploration and domestication of foreign landscapes, in imperial warfare, in
the survey and classification of "racial types," in "hunting with the camera," and in teaching
imperial geography to British schoolchildren. Ryan's careful exposure of the reciprocal relation
between photographic image and imperial imagination will interest all those concerned with the
cultural history of the British Empire.
"The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its centrality in the world economy,
and its making and remaking of global capitalism. Sven Beckert's rich, fascinating book tells
the story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European entrepreneurs and powerful statesmen
Page 10/12

Bookmark File PDF The Hungry Empire How Britain S Quest For Food
Shaped The Modern World
recast the world's most significant manufacturing industry combining imperial expansion and
slave labor with new machines and wage workers to change the world. Here is the story of
how, beginning well before the advent of machine production in 1780, these men created a
potent innovation (Beckert calls it war capitalism, capitalism based on unrestrained actions of
private individuals; the domination of masters over slaves, of colonial capitalists over
indigenous inhabitants), and crucially affected the disparate realms of cotton that had existed
for millennia. We see how this thing called war capitalism shaped the rise of cotton, and then
was used as a lever to transform the world. The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a
fulcrum of constant global struggle between slaves and planters, merchants and statesmen,
farmers and merchants, workers and factory owners. In this as in so many other ways, Beckert
makes clear how these forces ushered in the modern world. The result is a book as unsettling
and disturbing as it is enlightening: a book that brilliantly weaves together the story of cotton
with how the present global world came to exist"--Résumé de l'éditeur.
Bourbons. Custard Creams. Rich Tea. Jammie Dodgers. Chocolate Digestives. Shortbread.
Ginger snaps. Which is your favourite? British people eat more biscuits than any other nation;
they are as embedded in our culture as fish and chips or the Sunday roast. We follow the
humble biscuit's transformation from durable staple for sailors, explorers and colonists to sweet
luxury for the middling classes to comfort food for an entire nation. Like an assorted tin of
biscuits, this charming and beautifully illustrated book has something to offer for everyone,
combining recipes for hardtack and macaroons, Shrewsbury biscuits and Garibaldis, with
entertaining and eye-opening vignettes of social history.
Niall Ferguson's acclaimed bestseller on the highs and lows of Britain's empire 'A remarkably
readable précis of the whole British imperial story - triumphs, deceits, decencies, kindnesses,
cruelties and all' Jan Morris Once vast swathes of the globe were coloured imperial red and
Britannia ruled not just the waves, but the prairies of America, the plains of Asia, the jungles of
Africa and the deserts of Arabia. Just how did a small, rainy island in the North Atlantic achieve
all this? And why did the empire on which the sun literally never set finally decline and fall?
Niall Ferguson's acclaimed Empire brilliantly unfolds the imperial story in all its splendours and
its miseries, showing how a gang of buccaneers and gold-diggers planted the seed of the
biggest empire in all history - and set the world on the road to modernity. 'The most brilliant
British historian of his generation ... Ferguson examines the roles of "pirates, planters,
missionaries, mandarins, bankers and bankrupts" in the creation of history's largest empire ...
he writes with splendid panache ... and a seemingly effortless, debonair wit' Andrew Roberts
'Dazzling ... wonderfully readable' New York Review of Books 'Empire is a pleasure to read
and brims with insights and intelligence' Sunday Times
A sweeping history of nineteenth-century Britain by one of the world's most respected
historians. "An evocative account . . .[Cannadine] tells his own story persuasively and
exceedingly well.” —The Wall Street Journal To live in nineteenth-century Britain was to
experience an astonishing and unprecedented series of changes. Cities grew vast; there were
revolutions in transportation, communication, science, and work--all while a growing religious
skepticism rendered the intellectual landscape increasingly unrecognizable. It was an
exhilarating time, and as a result, most of the countries in the world that experienced these
changes were racked by political and social unrest. Britain, however, maintained a stable polity
at home, and as a result it quickly found itself in a position of global leadership. In this major
new work, leading historian David Cannadine has created a bold, fascinating new
interpretation of nineteenth-century Britain. Britain was a country that saw itself at the summit
of the world and, by some measures, this was indeed true. It had become the largest empire in
history: its political stability positioned it as the leader of the new global economy and allowed it
to construct the largest navy ever built. And yet it was also a society permeated with doubt,
fear, and introspection. Repeatedly, politicians and writers felt themselves to be staring into the
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abyss and what is seen as an era of irritating self-belief was in fact obsessed with its own
fragility, whether as a great power or as a moral force. Victorious Century is a comprehensive
and extraordinarily stimulating history--its author catches the relish, humor and staginess of the
age, but also the dilemmas faced by Britain's citizens, ones we remain familiar with today.
Examines the interconnected events including World War II, India's struggle for independence,
and a period of acute scarcity that lead to mass starvation in colonial Bengal.
The modern Middle East was forged in the crucible of the First World War, but few know the
full story of how war actually came to the region. As Sean McMeekin reveals in this startling
reinterpretation of the war, it was neither the British nor the French but rather a small clique of
Germans and Turks who thrust the Islamic world into the conflict for their own political,
economic, and military ends.
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