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The Norman Conquest The Battle Of Hastings And The
Fall Of Anglo Saxon England
The Norman Conquest in 1066 was the last time England was successfully invaded, and was
one of the most profound turning points in English history. This fascinating Very Short
Introduction focuses on the differing ways the invasion was viewed by those who witnessed it,
and how its legacy has been interpreted by generations since.
An account of the year's events in England, from the death of Edward the Confessor, through
the struggle for succession, to the Christmas coronation of William of Normandy, focuses on
the Norman invasion and the Battle of Hastings
The year 1066 CE is one of the largest turning points in British history, with most people today
having heard of the Battle of Hastings. The year had begun with the death of Edward the
Confessor, a man who would be one of the last Anglo-Saxon kings.
The origins, course & outcomes of William the Conqueror's conquest of England 1051-1087.
In an innovative approach drawn from Memory Studies, this book seeks to uncover how the
Norman Conquest is popularly "remembered".
The Normans originally came to Italy and Sicily in the 11th and 12th centuries looking for
adventure or a livelihood, but once there, found opportunity for fame and fortune. The story of
the Norman conquest in Italy and Sicily is indeed one of knights and adventurers, great battles
and lowly pillage, opportunism and statesmanship, and crusade and coexistence. This rich and
often dramatic study focuses on the eight sons of Tancred of Hauteville, especially Robert
Guiscard, who has been called "the most dazzling military ruler between Julius Caesar and
Napoleon," and his youngest brother Roger, who conquered Sicily. It discusses how they
expanded their lands throughout southern Italy, and then took Sicily from its Muslim rulers. The
brothers, often in conflict with each other, challenged both the Papacy and the Byzantine
Empire, became the main supporters of the reformed Papacy, and founded a rich,
sophisticated kingdom that lasted until the nineteenth century.
The first great city to which the Crusaders came in 1089 was Constantinople, the capital of the
Byzantine Empire. It was the key to the foundation, survival and ultimate eclipse of the
crusading kingdom. The riches and sophistication of the city nevertheless made a lasting
impression on the crusaders, and through them on western European culture.

A radical retelling of the most important event in English history - the Norman invasion
of 1066.
This book challenges the orthodox views of William I's great census of 1086, to give an
intriguing story of the origins of England’s greatest historical record, as well as new
insights into its contents.
First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
A sweeping and original history of the Anglo-Saxons by national bestselling author
Marc Morris. Sixteen hundred years ago Britain left the Roman Empire and swiftly fell
into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious villas were deserted and left to crumble, and civil
society collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and unstable world came foreign invaders
from across the sea, and established themselves as its new masters. The AngloSaxons traces the turbulent history of these people across the next six centuries. It
explains how their earliest rulers fought relentlessly against each other for glory and
supremacy, and then were almost destroyed by the onslaught of the vikings. It explores
how they abandoned their old gods for Christianity, established hundreds of churches
and created dazzlingly intricate works of art. It charts the revival of towns and trade,
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and the origins of a familiar landscape of shires, boroughs and bishoprics. It is a tale of
famous figures like King Offa, Alfred the Great and Edward the Confessor, but also
features a host of lesser known characters - ambitious queens, revolutionary saints,
intolerant monks and grasping nobles. Through their remarkable careers we see how a
new society, a new culture and a single unified nation came into being. Drawing on a
vast range of original evidence - chronicles, letters, archaeology and artefacts renowned historian Marc Morris illuminates a period of history that is only dimly
understood, separates the truth from the legend, and tells the extraordinary story of
how the foundations of England were laid.
The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile–an exquisite 230-foot-long
embroidered panorama depicting the events surrounding the Norman Conquest of
1066. It is also one of history’s most mysterious and compelling works of art. This
haunting stitched account of the battle that redrew the map of medieval Europe has
inspired dreams of theft, waves of nationalism, visions of limitless power, and esthetic
rapture. In his fascinating new book, Yale professor R. Howard Bloch reveals the
history, the hidden meaning, the deep beauty, and the enduring allure of this
astonishing piece of cloth. Bloch opens with a gripping account of the event that
inspired the Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of Hastings, in which the Norman bastard
William defeated the Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, and laid claim to England under his
new title, William the Conqueror. But to truly understand the connection between battle
and embroidery, one must retrace the web of international intrigue and scandal that
climaxed at Hastings. Bloch demonstrates how, with astonishing intimacy and
immediacy, the artisans who fashioned this work of textile art brought to life a moment
that changed the course of British culture and history. Every age has cherished the
Tapestry for different reasons and read new meaning into its enigmatic words and
images. French nationalists in the mid-nineteenth century, fired by Tapestry’s
evocation of military glory, unearthed the lost French epic “The Song of Roland,” which
Norman troops sang as they marched to victory in 1066. As the Nazis tightened their
grip on Europe, Hitler sent a team to France to study the Tapestry, decode its Nordic
elements, and, at the end of the war, with Paris under siege, bring the precious cloth to
Berlin. The richest horde of buried Anglo-Saxon treasure, the matchless beauty of
Byzantine silk, Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the colony that
Anglo-Saxon nobles founded in the Middle East following their defeat at Hastings–all
are brilliantly woven into Bloch’s riveting narrative. Seamlessly integrating Norman,
Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine elements, the Bayeux Tapestry ranks with
Chartres and the Tower of London as a crowning achievement of medieval Europe.
And yet, more than a work of art, the Tapestry served as the suture that bound up the
wounds of 1066. Enhanced by a stunning full-color insert that includes reproductions of
the complete Tapestry, A Needle in the Right Hand of God will stand with The
Professor and the Madman and How the Irish Saved Civilization as a triumph of popular
history.
The definitive and fully illustrated guide to the Bayeux Tapestry. The full history of the
events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and the story of the tapestry itself. Most
people know that the Bayeux Tapestry depicts the moment when the last Anglo-Saxon
king of England, Harold Godwinson, was defeated at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 by
his Norman adversary William the Conqueror. However, there is much more to this
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historic treasure than merely illustrating the outcome of this famous battle. Full of
intrigue and violence, the tapestry depicts everything from eleventh-century political and
social life—including the political machinations on both sides of the English Channel in
the years leading up to the Norman Conquest—to the clash of swords and stamp of
hooves on the battle field. Drawing on the latest historical and scientific research,
authors David Musgrove and Michael Lewis have written the definitive book on the
Bayeux Tapestry, taking readers through its narrative, detailing the life of the tapestry in
the centuries that followed its creation, explaining how it got its name, and even offering
a new possibility that neither Harold nor William were the true intended king of England.
Featuring stunning, full- color photographs throughout, The Story of the Bayeux
Tapestry explores the complete tale behind this medieval treasure that continues to
amaze nearly one thousand years after its creation.
King John is one of those historical characters who needs little in the way of
introduction. If readers are not already familiar with him as the tyrant whose
misgovernment gave rise to Magna Carta, we remember him as the villain in the stories
of Robin Hood. Formidable and cunning, but also cruel, lecherous, treacherous and
untrusting. Twelve years into his reign, John was regarded as a powerful king within the
British Isles. But despite this immense early success, when he finally crosses to France
to recover his lost empire, he meets with disaster. John returns home penniless to face
a tide of criticism about his unjust rule. The result is Magna Carta – a ground-breaking
document in posterity, but a worthless piece of parchment in 1215, since John had no
intention of honoring it. Like all great tragedies, the world can only be put to rights by
the tyrant’s death. John finally obliges at Newark Castle in October 1216, dying of
dysentery as a great gale howls up the valley of the Trent.
Analyses of different aspects of the history of warfare in the Mediterranean in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries.
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was one of the most dramatic
and important of the entire Middle Ages, leading to war and conquest on an unprecedented
scale. Edward I is familiar to millions as "Longshanks," conqueror of Scotland and nemesis of
Sir William Wallace (in "Braveheart"). Yet this story forms only the final chapter of the king's
action-packed life. Earlier, Edward had defeated and killed the famous Simon de Montfort in
battle; travelled to the Holy Land; conquered Wales, extinguishing forever its native rulers and
constructing a magnificent chain of castles. He raised the greatest armies of the Middle Ages
and summoned the largest parliaments; notoriously, he expelled all the Jews from his
kingdom.The longest-lived of England's medieval kings, he fathered fifteen children with his
first wife, Eleanor of Castile, and, after her death, he erected the Eleanor Crosses—the
grandest funeral monuments ever fashioned for an English monarch. In this book, Marc Morris
examines afresh the forces that drove Edward throughout his relentless career: his character,
his Christian faith, and his sense of England's destiny—a sense shaped in particular by the tales
of the legendary King Arthur. He also explores the competing reasons that led Edward's
opponents (including Robert Bruce) to resist him. The result is a sweeping story, immaculately
researched yet compellingly told, and a vivid picture of medieval Britain at the moment when its
future was decided.
Classic work assessing the impact of the Norman Conquest in European context.
A riveting account of the most consequential year in English history, marked by bloody conflict
with invaders on all sides. 1066 is the most famous date in history, and with good reason,
since no battle in medieval history had such a devastating effect on its losers as the Battle of
Hastings, which altered the entire course of English history. The French-speaking Normans
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were the pre-eminent warriors of the 11th century and based their entire society around
conflict. They were led by William 'the Bastard' a formidable, ruthless warrior, who was
convinced that his half-Norman cousin, Edward the Confessor, had promised him the throne of
England. However, when Edward died in January 1066, Harold Godwinson, the richest earl in
the land and the son of a pirate, took the throne . . . . this left William no choice but to forcibly
claim what he believed to be his right. What ensued was one of the bloodiest periods of
English history, with a body count that might make even George RR Martin balk. Pitched at
newcomers to the subject, this book will explain how the disastrous battle changed
England—and the English—forever, introducing the medieval world of chivalry, castles and horsebound knights. It is the first part in the new A Very, Very Short History of England series, which
aims to capture the major moments of English history with humor and bite.
On September 27, 1066, Duke William of Normandy sailed for England with hundreds of ships
and over 8,000 men. King Harold of England, weakened by a ferocious Viking invasion from
the north, could muster little defense. At the Battle of Hastings of October 14, he was
outflanked, quickly defeated, and killed by William's superior troops. The course of English
history was altered forever. Three years later, Walt, King Harold's only surviving bodyguard, is
still emotionally and physically scarred by the loss of his king and his country. Wandering
through Asia Minor, headed vaguely for the Holy Land, he meets Quint, a renegade monk with
a healthy line of skepticism and a hearty appetite for knowledge. It is he who persuades Walt,
little by little, to tell his extraordinary story. And so begins a roller-coaster ride into an era of
enduring fascination. Weaving fiction around fact, Julian Rathbone brings to vibrant, exciting,
and often amusing life the shadowy figures and events that preceded the Norman Conquest.
We see Edward, confessing far more than he ever did in the history books. We meet the
warring nobles of Mercia and Wessex; Harold and his unruly clan; Canute's descendants with
their delusions of grandeur; predatory men, pushy women, subdued Scots, and wily Welsh.
And we meet William of Normandy, a psychotic thug with interesting plans for the "racial
sanitation" of the Euroskeptics across the water. Peppered with discussions on philosophy,
dentistry, democracy, devils, alcohol, illusions, and hygiene, The Last English King raises
issues, both daring and delightful, that question the nature of history itself. Where are the lines
between fact, interpretation, and re-creation? Did the French really stop for a two-hour lunch
during the Battle of Hastings?
The Battle of Hastings is the most defining event in English history. As such, its every detail
has been analyzed by scholars and interpreted by historians. Yet one of the most fundamental
aspect of the battle - the place upon which it was fought - has never been seriously
questioned, until now. Could it really be the case that for almost 1,000 years everyone has
been studying the wrong location? In this in-depth study, the authors examine the early
sources and the modern interpretations to unravel the compulsive evidence that historians
have chosen to ignore because it does not fit the traditional view of where the battle was
fought. Most importantly, the authors investigate the terrain of the battlefield and the
archaeological data to reveal exactly where history was made.
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is “a muchneeded, modern account of the Normans in England” (The Times, London). The Norman
Conquest was the most significant military—and cultural—episode in English history. An invasion
on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans, it was capped by one of the bloodiest and
most decisive battles ever fought. Language, law, architecture, and even attitudes toward life
itself —from the destruction of the ancient ruling class to the sudden introduction of castles and
the massive rebuilding of every major church—were altered forever by the coming of the
Normans. But why was this revolution so total? Reassessing original evidence, acclaimed
historian and broadcaster Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar story of William the Conqueror,
an upstart French duke who defeated the most powerful kingdom in Christendom. Morris
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explains why England was so vulnerable to attack; why the Normans possessed the military
cutting edge though they were perceived as less sophisticated in some respects; and why
William’s hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unraveled, dashed by English rebellions,
Viking invasions, and the insatiable demands of his fellow conquerors. Named one of the best
books of the year by the Kansas City Star, who called the work “stunning in its action and
drama,” and the Providence Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and absorbing,” this USA
Today and Wall Street Journal bestseller is a tale of gripping drama, epic clashes, and seismic
social change.

One opens each new volume expecting to find the unexpected - new light on old
arguments, new material, new angles. MEDIUM AEVUM
Republished in July 2014 with an Introduction on competing claims to the English
crown and 1066 geography, this is an all new transcription and translation of the
1067 Carmen by Bishop Guy d'Amiens - the earliest account of the Norman
Conquest. The Carmen provides a gripping account of ambition, war, plunder
and conquest written just after the events of 1066. This new translation helps
explain why, how and where the events of the Norman Conquest occurred. The
Introduction suggests the Normans landed in the Brede Valley, then a huge
estuarine port named Portus Hastingas & Pevenisel. The port and its manors
either side were possessions of Fecamp Abbey in Normandy until seized
violently by Godwin and Harold during their rebellion against King Edward the
Confessor in 1052. The Normans camped on the Hastingas strand awaiting King
Harold's approach and raided the region for supplies, cattle and slaves. The
battle of Hastings likely occurred on a ridge facing the valley known to the
Saxons as Senlac - sandy loch. The Carmen is an epic poem in Medieval Latin
attributed to Bishop Guy d'Amiens and likely composed in 1067. Its 835 lines
contain a wealth of detail about William of Normandy's claim to the English
throne, the Normans' navigation, landing and fortifications, the Battle of Hastings,
King Harold's death and burial, and the political accommodation King William
agreed with the citizens of London to secure their assent for his consecration as
king. The Carmen follows the conquest from Normandy to St Valery-sur-Somme
to the Sussex coast to the blood-stained ridge where the battle was fought, to
King Harold's burial, to Hastings, Dover, Winchester, Westminster and London.
Throughout it offers a deeper understanding of the motivations, personalities and
politics that influenced great events. The Song of the Norman Conquest is a must
read for students and historians of the Norman Conquest and a fun read for
everyone else.
Using a combination of original sources and sharp analysis, this book is sheds
new light on a crucial period in England’s development. From Norman Conquest
to Magna Carta is a wide-ranging history of England from 1066 to 1215 ideal for
students and researchers throughout the field of medieval history. Starting with
the build-up to the Battle of Hastings and ending with the Magna Carta,
Christopher Daniell traces the profound change England underwent over the
period, from religion and the life of the court through to arts and architecture.
Central discussion topics include: how the Papacy became powerful enough to
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proclaim Crusades and to challenge kings how new monastic orders revitalized
Christianity in England and spread European learning throughout the country
how new Norman conquerors built cathedrals, monastries and castles, which
changed the English landscape forever how by 1215 the king's administration
had become more sophisticated and centralized how the acceptance of the
Magna Carta by King John in 1215 would revolutionize the world in centuries to
come. This volume will make essential reading for all students and researchers of
medieval history.
The coming of the Normans to Ireland from 1169 is a pivotal moment in the
country’s history. It is a period full of bloodthirsty battles, both between armies
and individuals. With colourful personalities and sharp political twists and turns,
Strongbow’s story is a fascinating one. Combining the writing style of an awardwinning novelist with expert scholarship, historian Conor Kostick has written a
powerful and absorbing account of the stormy affairs of an extraordinary era.
Sensing the Past explores perennial themes in American culture as manifested
through the works of six of Hollywood's biggest movies stars: Clint Eastwood,
Daniel Day-Lewis, Denzel Washington, Meryl Streep, Tom Hanks, and Jodie
Foster.
An upstart French duke who sets out to conquer the most powerful and unified
kingdom in Christendom. An invasion force on a scale not seen since the days of
the Romans. One of the bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought. This
riveting book explains why the Norman Conquest was the single most important
event in English history. Assessing the original evidence at every turn, Marc
Morris goes beyond the familiar outline to explain why England was at once so
powerful and yet so vulnerable to William the Conqueror's attack. Why the
Normans, in some respects less sophisticated, possessed the military cutting
edge. How William's hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm unravelled, dashed
by English rebellions, Viking invasions and the insatiable demands of his fellow
conquerors. This is a tale of powerful drama, repression and seismic social
change: the Battle of Hastings itself and the violent 'Harrying of the North'; the
sudden introduction of castles and the wholesale rebuilding of every major
church; the total destruction of an ancient ruling class. Language, law,
architecture, even attitudes towards life itself were altered forever by the coming
of the Normans. Marc Morris, author of the bestselling biography of Edward I, A
Great and Terrible King, approaches the Conquest with the same passion, verve
and scrupulous concern for historical accuracy. This is the definitive account for
our times of an extraordinary story, a pivotal moment in the shaping of the
English nation.
Two armies. One kingdom. Only one will win the greatest prize - the jewel of
England. Hastings, October 1066. The Normans have landed in Sussex, ready
for battle. They have prepared for everything about the English - except their
absence… Their enemy, King Harold and his fyrd, are hundreds of miles away,
fighting to expel the Viking host in the north. But they have heard that William has
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landed and rumour is that they are marching back, triumphant and dangerous and spoiling for a second victory. Back in Sussex, Gilbert, a young scout in
William's army, is sent out in search of the enemy. He is dedicated and
ambitious, and determined to be the first with news for his leader. Deep in the
English countryside, Edwin, houndsman to King Harold, longs too for glory. He
has missed the first battle against the Vikings, but he will not miss the second. He
knows his king is about to make history, and he is going to be part of it. And as
the action sweeps up towards the hilltop close to Hastings where Harold will plant
his standard - defying the Bastard of Normandy to come and get it - the ground is
laid for battle. This is the story of the greatest battle ever seen on British soil and
of the men who fought it. This is the story of the Battle of Hastings. Praise for The
Last Conquest: 'Lovingly written, brilliantly researched, with a sure eye and heart
for the characters and the time. These aren't strangers; they are real people
battling with real events' Robert Low
Articles fundamental to the study of warfare in England and Normandy in the 11th and 12th
centuries collected here in one volume.
A rousing historical narrative of the best-known and arguably most significant battle in English
history. The effects of the Battle of Hastings were deeply felt at the time, causing a lasting shift
in British cultural identity and national pride. Jim Bradbury explores the full military background
of the battle and investigates both what actually happened on that fateful day in 1066 and the
role that the battle plays in the British national myth. The Battle of Hastings starts by looking at
the Normans—who they were, where they came from—and the career of William the Conqueror
before 1066. Next, the narrative turns to the Saxons in England, and to Harold Godwineson,
successor to Edward the Confessor, and his attempts to create unity in the divided kingdom.
This provides the background to an examination of the military development of the two sides
up to 1066, detailing differences in tactics, arms, and armor. The core of the book is a move-bymove reconstruction of the battle itself, including the advance planning, the site, the
composition of the two armies, and the use of archers, feigned retreats, and the death of
Harold Godwineson. In looking at the consequences of the battle, Jim Bradbury deals with the
conquest of England and the ongoing resistance to the Normans. The effects of the conquest
are also seen in the creation of castles and developments in feudalism, and in links with
Normandy that revealed themselves particularly in church appointments. This is the first time a
military historian has attempted to make accessible to the general reader all that is known
about the Battle of Hastings and to present as detailed a reconstruction as is possible.
Furthermore, the author places the battle in the military context of eleventh-century Europe,
painting a vivid picture of the combatants themselves—soldiery, cavalry, and their horses—as
they struggled for victory. This is a book that any reader interested in England’s history will
find indispensable.
The Norman Conquest was one of the most significant events in European history. Over forty
years from 1066, England was traumatised and transformed. The Anglo-Saxon ruling class
was eliminated, foreign elites took control of Church and State, and England's entire political,
social and cultural orientation was changed. Out of the upheaval which followed the Battle of
Hastings, a new kind of Englishness emerged and the priorities of England's new rulers set the
kingdom on the political course it was to follow for the rest of the Middle Ages. However, the
Norman Conquest was more than a purely English phenomenon, for Wales, Scotland and
Normandy were all deeply affected by it too. This book's broad sweep successfully
encompasses these wider British and French perspectives to offer a fresh, clear and concise
introduction to the events which propelled the two nations into the Middle Ages and
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dramatically altered the course of history.
While the date 1066 is familiar to almost everybody as the year of the Norman conquest of
England, few can place the event in the context of the dramatic year in which it took place. In
this book, David Howarth attempts to bring alive the struggle for the succession to the English
crown from the death of Edward the Confessor in January 1066 to the Christmas coronation of
Duke William of Normandy. There is an almost uncanny symmetry, as well as a relentlessly
exciting surge, of events leading to and from the Battle of Hastings.
For contents, see Author Catalog.
Exploring the successful Norman invasion of England in 1066, this concise and readable book
focuses especially on the often dramatic and enduring changes wrought by William the
Conqueror and his followers. From the perspective of a modern social historian, Hugh M.
Thomas considers the conquest's wide-ranging impact by taking a fresh look at such traditional
themes as the influence of battles and great men on history and assessing how far the shift in
ruling dynasty and noble elites affected broader aspects of English history. The author sets the
stage by describing English society before the Norman Conquest and recounting the dramatic
story of the conquest, including the climactic Battle of Hastings. He then traces the influence of
the invasion itself and the Normans' political, military, institutional, and legal transformations.
Inevitably following on the heels of institutional reform came economic, social, religious, and
cultural changes. The results, Thomas convincingly shows, are both complex and surprising. In
some areas where one might expect profound influence, such as government institutions, there
was little change. In other respects, such as the indirect transformation of the English
language, the conquest had profound and lasting effects. With its combination of exciting
narrative and clear analysis, this book will capture students interest in a range of courses on
medieval and Western history.
The Norman Conquest in 1066 was the last time England was successfully invaded, and was
one of the most profound turning points in English history, cataclysmically transforming a
disparate collection of small nations into a European state. But what actually happened? How
was the invasion viewed by those who witnessed it? And how has its legacy been seen by
generations since? This fascinating Very Short Introduction reveals how dramatically English
life was changed, from its language to its law, and focuses on the differing ways the conquest
has been viewed by historians and in folklore ever since. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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