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The Stuff Of Thought Language As
A Window Into Human Nature
The idea that the language we speak influences the way we
think has evoked perennial fascination and intense
controversy. According to the strong version of this
hypothesis, called the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis after the
American linguists who propounded it, languages vary in their
semantic partitioning of the world, and the structure of one's
language influences how one understands the world. Thus
speakers of different languages perceive the world differently.
Although the last two decades have been marked by extreme
skepticism concerning the possible effects of language on
thought, recent theoretical and methodological advances in
cognitive science have given the question new life. Research
in linguistics and linguistic anthropology has revealed striking
differences in cross-linguistic semantic patterns, and cognitive
psychology has developed subtle techniques for studying
how people represent and remember experience. It is now
possible to test predictions about how a given language
influences the thinking of its speakers. Language in Mind
includes contributions from both skeptics and believers and
from a range of fields. It contains work in cognitive
psychology, cognitive development, linguistics, anthropology,
and animal cognition. The topics discussed include space,
number, motion, gender, theory of mind, thematic roles, and
the ontological distinction between objects and substances.
Contributors Melissa Bowerman, Eve Clark, Jill de Villiers,
Peter de Villiers, Giyoo Hatano, Stan Kuczaj, Barbara
Landau, Stephen Levinson, John Lucy, Barbara Malt, Dan
Slobin, Steven Sloman, Elizabeth Spelke, and Michael
Tomasello
Winner of the 2010 National Book Critics Circle Award for
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Biography How to get along with people, how to deal with
violence, how to adjust to losing someone you love—such
questions arise in most people’s lives. They are all versions
of a bigger question: how do you live? How do you do the
good or honorable thing, while flourishing and feeling happy?
This question obsessed Renaissance writers, none more than
Michel Eyquem de Monatigne, perhaps the first truly modern
individual. A nobleman, public official and wine-grower, he
wrote free-roaming explorations of his thought and
experience, unlike anything written before. He called them
“essays,” meaning “attempts” or “tries.” Into them, he put
whatever was in his head: his tastes in wine and food, his
childhood memories, the way his dog’s ears twitched when it
was dreaming, as well as the appalling events of the religious
civil wars raging around him. The Essays was an instant
bestseller and, over four hundred years later, Montaigne’s
honesty and charm still draw people to him. Readers come in
search of companionship, wisdom and entertainment—and in
search of themselves. This book, a spirited and singular
biography, relates the story of his life by way of the questions
he posed and the answers he explored. It traces his bizarre
upbringing, youthful career and sexual adventures, his
travels, and his friendships with the scholar and poet Étienne
de La Boétie and with his adopted “daughter,” Marie de
Gournay. And we also meet his readers—who for centuries
have found in Montaigne an inexhaustible source of answers
to the haunting question, “how to live?”
The Stuff of ThoughtLanguage as a Window Into Human
NaturePenguin
Includes selected classic and contemporary papers in four
areas, this text introduces each field, providing technical
background for the non-specialist and explaining the
underlying connections across the disciplines.
Humans instinctively form words by weaving patterns of
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meaningless speech elements. Moreover, we do so in
specific, regular ways. We contrast dogs and gods, favour
blogs to lbogs. We begin forming sound-patterns at birth and,
like songbirds, we do so spontaneously, even in the absence
of an adult model. We even impose these phonological
patterns on invented cultural technologies such as reading
and writing. But why are humans compelled to generate
phonological patterns? And why do different phonological
systems - signed and spoken - share aspects of their design?
Drawing on findings from a broad range of disciplines
including linguistics, experimental psychology, neuroscience
and comparative animal studies, Iris Berent explores these
questions and proposes a new hypothesis about the
architecture of the phonological mind.
"Pinker has a lot of ideas and sometimes controversial
opinions about writing and in this entertaining and instructive
book he rethinks the usage guide for the 21st century. Don't
blame the internet, he says, good writing has always been
hard. It requires imagination, taking pleasure in reading,
overcoming the difficult we all have in imaging what it's like to
not know something we do know."--Publisher information.
Every sentence we hear is instantly analyzed by an inner
grammar; just as a prism refracts a beam of light, grammar
divides a stream of sound, linking diverse strings of
information to different domains of mind—memory, vision,
emotions, intentions. In The Prism of Grammar, Tom Roeper
brings the abstract principles behind modern grammar to life
by exploring the astonishing intricacies of child language.
Adult expressions provide endless puzzles for the child to
solve. The individual child's solutions ("Don't uncomfortable
the cat" is one example) may amuse adults but they also
reveal the complexity of language and the challenges of
mastering it. The tiniest utterances, says Roeper, reflect the
whole mind and engage the child's free will and sense of
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dignity. He offers numerous and novel "explorations"—many at
the cutting edge of current work—that anyone can try, even in
conversation around the dinner table. They elicit how the
child confronts "recursion"—the heartbeat of grammar—through
endless possessives ("John's mother's friend's car"),
mysterious plurals, contradictory adjectives, the marvels of
ellipsis, and the deep obscurity of reference ("there it is, right
here"). They are not tests of skill; they are tools for discovery
and delight, not diagnosis. Each chapter on acquisition
begins with a commonsense look at how structures
work—moving from the simple to the complex—and then turns
to the literary and human dimensions of grammar. One
important human dimension is the role of dialect in society
and in the lives of children. Roeper devotes three chapters to
the structure of African-American English and the challenge
of responding to linguistic prejudice. Written in a lively style,
accessible and gently provocative, The Prism of Grammar is
for parents and teachers as well as students—for everyone
who wants to understand how children gain and use
language—and anyone interested in the social, philosophical,
and ethical implications of how we see the growing mind
emerge.
Pinker's seminal research explores the workings of language
and its connections to cognition, perception, social
relationships, child development, human evolution, and
theories of human nature. This eclectic collection spans
Pinker's thirty-year career, exploring his favorite themes in
greater depth and scientific detail. It includes thirteen of
Pinker's classic articles, ranging over topics such as language
development in children, mental imagery, the recognition of
shapes, the computational architecture of the mind, the
meaning and uses of verbs, the evolution of language and
cognition, the nature-nurture debate, and the logic of
innuendo and euphemism. Each outlines a major theory or
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takes up an argument with another prominent scholar, such
as Stephen Jay Gould, Noam Chomsky, or Richard Dawkins.

'Richard Dawkins is a thunderously gifted science
writer.' Sunday Times 'It may be a collection of
shorter parts, but the book is in no sense Dawkins
made simple. It amounts to a substantive whole
which offers a unitary panoramic view across his
entire intellectual life.' Spectator Including
conversations with Neil DeGrasse Tyson, Steven
Pinker, Matt Ridley and more, this is an essential
guide to the most exciting ideas of our time and their
proponents from our most brilliant science
communicator. Books Do Furnish a Life is divided by
theme, including celebrating nature, exploring
humanity, and interrogating faith. For the first time, it
brings together Richard Dawkins' forewords,
afterwords and introductions to the work of some of
the leading thinkers of our age - Carl Sagan,
Lawrence Krauss, Jacob Bronowski, Lewis Wolpert with a selection of his reviews to provide an
electrifying celebration of science writing, both fiction
and non-fiction. It is also a sparkling addition to
Dawkins' own remarkable canon of work. Plenty of
other scientists write well, but no one writes like
Dawkins... here is Dawkins the teacher, the scholar,
the polemicist, the joker, the aesthete, the poet, the
satirist, the man of compassion as well as
indignation, the slayer of superstition and, above all,
the scientist. - Areo Magazine
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An integrative approach to human cognition that
encompasses the domains of language,
consciousness, action, social cognition, and theory
of mind that will foster cross-disciplinary
conversation among linguists, philosophers,
psycholinguists, neuroscientists, cognitive
anthropologists, and evolutionary psychologists. Ray
Jackendoff's Language, Consciousness, Culture
represents a breakthrough in developing an
integrated theory of human cognition. It will be of
interest to a broad spectrum of cognitive scientists,
including linguists, philosophers, psycholinguists,
neuroscientists, cognitive anthropologists, and
evolutionary psychologists. Jackendoff argues that
linguistics has become isolated from the other
cognitive sciences at least partly because of the
syntax-based architecture assumed by mainstream
generative grammar. He proposes an alternative
parallel architecture for the language faculty that
permits a greater internal integration of the
components of language and connects far more
naturally to such larger issues in cognitive
neuroscience as language processing, the
connection of language to vision, and the evolution
of language. Extending this approach beyond the
language capacity, Jackendoff proposes sharper
criteria for a satisfactory theory of consciousness,
examines the structure of complex everyday actions,
and investigates the concepts involved in an
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individual's grasp of society and culture. Each of
these domains is used to reflect back on the
question of what is unique about human language
and what follows from more general properties of the
mind. Language, Consciousness, Culture extends
Jackendoff's pioneering theory of conceptual
semantics to two of the most important domains of
human thought: social cognition and theory of mind.
Jackendoff's formal framework allows him to draw
new connections among a large variety of literatures
and to uncover new distinctions and generalizations
not previously recognized. The breadth of the
approach will foster cross-disciplinary conversation;
the vision is to develop a richer understanding of
human nature.
First Oxford University Press pbk edition.
It is tempting to take the tremendous rate of
contemporary linguistic change for granted. What is
required, in fact, is a radical reinterpretation of what
language is. Steven Roger Fischer begins his book
with an examination of the modes of communication
used by dolphins, birds and primates as the first
contexts in which the concept of "language" might be
applied. As he charts the history of language from
the times of Homo erectus, Neanderthal humans and
Homo sapiens through to the nineteenth century,
when the science of linguistics was developed,
Fischer analyses the emergence of language as a
science and its development as a written form. He
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considers the rise of pidgin, creole, jargon and slang,
as well as the effects radio and television,
propaganda, advertising and the media are having
on language today. Looking to the future, he shows
how electronic media will continue to reshape and reinvent the ways in which we communicate. "[a]
delightful and unexpectedly accessible book ... a
virtuoso tour of the linguistic world."—The Economist
"... few who read this remarkable study will regard
language in quite the same way again."—The Good
Book Guide
The Pulitzer Prize finalist author of The Blank Slate
presents an accessible study of the relationship
between language and human nature, explaining
how everything from swearing and innuendo to
prepositions and baby names reveal facts about key
human concepts, emotions, and relationships.
The Stuff of Thought: Language as a Window into
Human Nature By Steven Pinker
A classic book about language acquisition and
conceptual structure, with a new preface by the
author, "The Secret Life of Verbs." Before Steven
Pinker wrote bestsellers on language and human
nature, he wrote several technical monographs on
language acquisition that have become classics in
cognitive science. Learnability and Cognition, first
published in 1989, brought together two big topics:
how do children learn their mother tongue, and how
does the mind represent basic categories of
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meaning such as space, time, causality, agency, and
goals? The stage for this synthesis was set by the
fact that when children learn a language, they come
to make surprisingly subtle distinctions: pour water
into the glass and fill the glass with water sound
natural, but pour the glass with water and fill water
into the glass sound odd. How can this happen,
given that children are not reliably corrected for
uttering odd sentences, and they don't just parrot
back the correct ones they hear from their parents?
Pinker resolves this paradox with a theory of how
children acquire the meaning and uses of verbs, and
explores that theory's implications for language,
thought, and the relationship between them. As
Pinker writes in a new preface, "The Secret Life of
Verbs," the phenomena and ideas he explored in this
book inspired his 2007 bestseller The Stuff of
Thought: Language as a Window into Human
Nature. These technical discussions, he notes,
provide insight not just into language acquisition but
into literary metaphor, scientific understanding,
political discourse, and even the conceptions of
sexuality that go into obscenity.
If you think that intelligence emanates from the mind
and that reasoning necessitates the suppression of
emotion, you’d better think again—or rather not
“think” at all. In his provocative new book, Guy
Claxton draws on the latest findings in neuroscience
and psychology to reveal how our bodies—long
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dismissed as mere conveyances—actually constitute
the core of our intelligent life. From the endocrinal
means by which our organs communicate to the
instantaneous decision-making prompted by external
phenomena, our bodies are able to perform
intelligent computations that we either overlook or
wrongly attribute to our brains. Embodied
intelligence is one of the most exciting areas in
contemporary philosophy and neuropsychology, and
Claxton shows how the privilege given to cerebral
thinking has taken a toll on modern society, resulting
in too much screen time, the diminishment of skilled
craftsmanship, and an overvaluing of white-collar
over blue-collar labor. Discussing techniques that will
help us reconnect with our bodies, Claxton shows
how an appreciation of the body’s intelligence will
enrich all our lives.
Why do so many swear words involve sex, bodily
functions and religion? Why are some words rude
and others aren't? Why can launching into expletives
be so shocking - and sometimes so amusing?
Steven Pinker takes us on a fascinating and funny
journey through the world of profanities, taken from
his bestselling The Stuff of Thought, to show us why
we swear (whatever our language or culture), how
taboos change and how we use obscenities in
different ways. You'll discover that in Québecois
French the expression 'Tabernacle' is outrageous,
that the Middle Ages were littered with four-letter
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words, that 'scumbag' has a very unsavoury origin
and that in a certain Aboriginal language every word
is filthy when spoken in front of your mother-in-law.
Covering everything from free speech to Tourette's,
from pottymouthed celebrities to poetry, this book
reveals what swearing tells us about how our minds
work. (It's also a bloody good read).
An assessment of human thought and behavior
explores conundrums from the mind's ability to
perceive three dimensions to the nature of
consciousness, in an account that draws on beliefs
in cognitive science and evolutionary biology.
Language is central to our lives, the cultural tool that
arguably sets us apart from other species. Some
scientists have argued that language is innate, a
type of unique human 'instinct' pre-programmed in
us from birth. In this book, Vyvyan Evans argues that
this received wisdom is, in fact, a myth. Debunking
the notion of a language 'instinct', Evans
demonstrates that language is related to other
animal forms of communication; that languages
exhibit staggering diversity; that we learn our mother
tongue drawing on general properties and abilities of
the human mind, rather than an inborn 'universal'
grammar; that language is not autonomous but is
closely related to other aspects of our mental lives;
and that, ultimately, language and the mind reflect
and draw upon the way we interact with others in the
world. Compellingly written and drawing on cuttingPage 11/27
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edge research, The Language Myth sets out a
forceful alternative to the received wisdom, showing
how language and the mind really work.
This New York Times bestseller is an exciting and
fearless investigation of language from the author of
Rationality, The Better Angels of Our Nature and
The Sense of Style and Enlightenment Now.
"Curious, inventive, fearless, naughty." --The New
York Times Book Review Bestselling author Steven
Pinker possesses that rare combination of scientific
aptitude and verbal eloquence that enables him to
provide lucid explanations of deep and powerful
ideas. His previous books - including the Pulitzer
Prize finalist The Blank Slate - have catapulted him
into the limelight as one of today's most important
popular science writers. In The Stuff of Thought,
Pinker presents a fascinating look at how our words
explain our nature. Considering scientific questions
with examples from everyday life, The Stuff of
Thought is a brilliantly crafted and highly readable
work that will appeal to fans of everything from The
Selfish Gene and Blink to Eats, Shoots & Leaves.
Steven Pinker meets Bill Bryson in this landmark
exploration of language. In the author's own words,
"How Language Works is not about music, cookery,
or sex. But it is about how we talk about music,
cookery, and sex-or, indeed, anything at all."
Language is so fundamental to everyday life that we
take it for granted. But as David Crystal makes clear
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in this work of unprecedented scope, language is an
extremely powerful tool that defines the human
species. Crystal offers general readers a personal
tour of the intricate workings of language. He moves
effortlessly from big subjects like the origins of
languages, how children learn to speak, and how
conversation works to subtle but revealing points
such as how email differs from both speech and
writing in important ways, how language reveals a
person's social status, and how we decide whether a
word is rude or polite. Broad and deep, but with a
light and witty touch, How Language Works is the
ultimate layman's guide to how we communicate with
one another.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “In our uncertain
age, which can so often feel so dark and disturbing,
Steven Pinker has distinguished himself as a voice
of positivity.” – New York Times Can reading a book
make you more rational? Can it help us understand
why there is so much irrationality in the world?
Steven Pinker, author of Enlightenment Now (Bill
Gates’s "new favorite book of all time”) answers all
the questions here Today humanity is reaching new
heights of scientific understanding--and also appears
to be losing its mind. How can a species that
developed vaccines for Covid-19 in less than a year
produce so much fake news, medical quackery, and
conspiracy theorizing? Pinker rejects the cynical
cliché that humans are simply irrational--cavemen
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out of time saddled with biases, fallacies, and
illusions. After all, we discovered the laws of nature,
lengthened and enriched our lives, and set out the
benchmarks for rationality itself. We actually think in
ways that are sensible in the low-tech contexts in
which we spend most of our lives, but fail to take
advantage of the powerful tools of reasoning we’ve
discovered over the millennia: logic, critical thinking,
probability, correlation and causation, and optimal
ways to update beliefs and commit to choices
individually and with others. These tools are not a
standard part of our education, and have never been
presented clearly and entertainingly in a single
book--until now. Rationality also explores its
opposite: how the rational pursuit of self-interest,
sectarian solidarity, and uplifting mythology can add
up to crippling irrationality in a society. Collective
rationality depends on norms that are explicitly
designed to promote objectivity and truth. Rationality
matters. It leads to better choices in our lives and in
the public sphere, and is the ultimate driver of social
justice and moral progress. Brimming with Pinker’s
customary insight and humor, Rationality will
enlighten, inspire, and empower.
The classic book on the development of human
language by the world’s leading expert on language
and the mind. In this classic, the world's expert on
language and mind lucidly explains everything you
always wanted to know about language: how it
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works, how children learn it, how it changes, how the
brain computes it, and how it evolved. With deft use
of examples of humor and wordplay, Steven Pinker
weaves our vast knowledge of language into a
compelling story: language is a human instinct, wired
into our brains by evolution. The Language Instinct
received the William James Book Prize from the
American Psychological Association and the Public
Interest Award from the Linguistics Society of
America. This edition includes an update on
advances in the science of language since The
Language Instinct was first published.
The Stuff of Thought is an exhilarating work of nonfiction. Surprising, thought-provoking and incredibly
enjoyable, there is no other book like it - Steven
Pinker will revolutionise the way you think about
language. He analyses what words actually mean
and how we use them, and he reveals what this can
tell us about ourselves. He shows how we use space
and motion as metaphors for more abstract ideas,
and uncovers the deeper structures of human
thought that have been shaped by evolutionary
history. He also explores the emotional impact of
language, from names to swear words, and shows
us the full power that it can have over us. And, with
this book, he also shows just how stimulating and
entertaining language can be.
George Orwell’s celebrated novella, Animal Farm, is
a biting, allegorical, political satire on totalitarianism
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in general and Stalinism in particular. One of the
most famous works in modern English literature, it is
a telling comment on Soviet Russia under Stalin’s
brutal dictatorship based on a cult of personality
which was enforced through a reign of terror. The
book tells a seemingly simple story of farm animals
who rebel against their master in the hope of
stopping their exploitation at the hand of humans
and creating a society where animals would be
equal, free and happy. Ultimately, however, the
rebellion is betrayed and the farm ends up in a state
as bad as it was before. The novel thus
demonstrates how easily good intentions can be
subverted into tyranny.Orwell has himself said that it
was the first book in which he had tried, with full
consciousness of what he was doing, ‘to fuse
political purpose and artistic purpose into one
whole.’ The book was first published in England in
1945, and has since then remained a favourite with
readers all over the world, and has consistently been
included in all prestigious bestseller lists for the past
many years.
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER!!
Named a Best Book of 2019 by TIME, Amazon, and
The Washington Post A Wired Must-Read Book of
Summer “Gretchen McCulloch is the internet’s
favorite linguist, and this book is essential reading.
Reading her work is like suddenly being able to see
the matrix.” —Jonny Sun, author of everyone's a
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aliebn when ur a aliebn too Because Internet is for
anyone who's ever puzzled over how to punctuate a
text message or wondered where memes come
from. It's the perfect book for understanding how the
internet is changing the English language, why that's
a good thing, and what our online interactions reveal
about who we are. Language is humanity's most
spectacular open-source project, and the internet is
making our language change faster and in more
interesting ways than ever before. Internet
conversations are structured by the shape of our
apps and platforms, from the grammar of status
updates to the protocols of comments and @replies.
Linguistically inventive online communities spread
new slang and jargon with dizzying speed. What's
more, social media is a vast laboratory of unedited,
unfiltered words where we can watch language
evolve in real time. Even the most absurd-looking
slang has genuine patterns behind it. Internet linguist
Gretchen McCulloch explores the deep forces that
shape human language and influence the way we
communicate with one another. She explains how
your first social internet experience influences
whether you prefer "LOL" or "lol," why ~sparkly
tildes~ succeeded where centuries of proposals for
irony punctuation had failed, what emoji have in
common with physical gestures, and how the artfully
disarrayed language of animal memes like lolcats
and doggo made them more likely to spread.
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A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature
from the author of Rationality, The Better Angels of
Our Nature, and Enlightenment Now. "Sweeping,
erudite, sharply argued, and fun to read..also highly
persuasive." --Time Updated with a new afterword
One of the world's leading experts on language and
the mind explores the idea of human nature and its
moral, emotional, and political colorings. With
characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues
that the dogma that the mind has no innate traits-a
doctrine held by many intellectuals during the past
century-denies our common humanity and our
individual preferences, replaces objective analyses
of social problems with feel-good slogans, and
distorts our understanding of politics, violence,
parenting, and the arts. Injecting calm and rationality
into debates that are notorious for ax-grinding and
mud-slinging, Pinker shows the importance of an
honest acknowledgment of human nature based on
science and common sense.
How Language Began revolutionizes our
understanding of the one tool that has allowed us to
become the "lords of the planet." Mankind has a
distinct advantage over other terrestrial species: we
talk to one another. But how did we acquire the most
advanced form of communication on Earth? Daniel
L. Everett, a “bombshell” linguist and “instant folk
hero” (Tom Wolfe, Harper’s), provides in this
sweeping history a comprehensive examination of
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the evolutionary story of language, from the earliest
speaking attempts by hominids to the more than
seven thousand languages that exist today. Although
fossil hunters and linguists have brought us closer to
unearthing the true origins of language, Daniel
Everett’s discoveries have upended the
contemporary linguistic world, reverberating far
beyond academic circles. While conducting field
research in the Amazonian rainforest, Everett came
across an age-old language nestled amongst a tribe
of hunter-gatherers. Challenging long-standing
principles in the field, Everett now builds on the
theory that language was not intrinsic to our species.
In order to truly understand its origins, a more
interdisciplinary approach is needed—one that
accounts as much for our propensity for culture as it
does our biological makeup. Language began,
Everett theorizes, with Homo Erectus, who catalyzed
words through culturally invented symbols. Early
humans, as their brains grew larger, incorporated
gestures and voice intonations to communicate, all
of which built on each other for 60,000 generations.
Tracing crucial shifts and developments across the
ages, Everett breaks down every component of
speech, from harnessing control of more than a
hundred respiratory muscles in the larynx and
diaphragm, to mastering the use of the tongue.
Moving on from biology to execution, Everett
explores why elements such as grammar and
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storytelling are not nearly as critical to language as
one might suspect. In the book’s final section,
Cultural Evolution of Language, Everett takes the
ever-debated “language gap” to task, delving into
the chasm that separates “us” from “the animals.”
He approaches the subject from various disciplines,
including anthropology, neuroscience, and
archaeology, to reveal that it was social complexity,
as well as cultural, physiological, and neurological
superiority, that allowed humans—with our clawless
hands, breakable bones, and soft skin—to become
the apex predator. How Language Began ultimately
explains what we know, what we’d like to know, and
what we likely never will know about how humans
went from mere communication to language. Based
on nearly forty years of fieldwork, Everett debunks
long-held theories by some of history’s greatest
thinkers, from Plato to Chomsky. The result is an
invaluable study of what makes us human.
Outstanding and unique contribution to the
philosophical study of language and mind by Noam
Chomsky.
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a
brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy
discovers a technological device that will allow her to
speak for the first time.
Can God create a stone too heavy for him to lift?
Can time have a beginning? Which came first, the
chicken or the egg? Riddles, paradoxes,
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conundrums--for millennia the human mind has
found such knotty logical problems both perplexing
and irresistible. Now Roy Sorensen offers the first
narrative history of paradoxes, a fascinating and eyeopening account that extends from the ancient
Greeks, through the Middle Ages, the
Enlightenment, and into the twentieth century. When
Augustine asked what God was doing before He
made the world, he was told: "Preparing hell for
people who ask questions like that." A Brief History
of the Paradox takes a close look at "questions like
that" and the philosophers who have asked them,
beginning with the folk riddles that inspired
Anaximander to erect the first metaphysical system
and ending with such thinkers as Lewis Carroll,
Ludwig Wittgenstein, and W.V. Quine. Organized
chronologically, the book is divided into twenty-four
chapters, each of which pairs a philosopher with a
major paradox, allowing for extended consideration
and putting a human face on the strategies that have
been taken toward these puzzles. Readers get to
follow the minds of Zeno, Socrates, Aquinas,
Ockham, Pascal, Kant, Hegel, and many other major
philosophers deep inside the tangles of paradox,
looking for, and sometimes finding, a way out. Filled
with illuminating anecdotes and vividly written, A
Brief History of the Paradox will appeal to anyone
who finds trying to answer unanswerable questions a
paradoxically pleasant endeavor.
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An eminent psychologist offers a major new theory
of human cognition: movement, not language, is the
foundation of thought When we try to think about
how we think, we can't help but think of words.
Indeed, some have called language the stuff of
thought. But pictures are remembered far better than
words, and describing faces, scenes, and events
defies words. Anytime you take a shortcut or play
chess or basketball or rearrange your furniture in
your mind, you've done something remarkable:
abstract thinking without words. In Mind in Motion,
psychologist Barbara Tversky shows that spatial
cognition isn't just a peripheral aspect of thought, but
its very foundation, enabling us to draw meaning
from our bodies and their actions in the world. Our
actions in real space get turned into mental actions
on thought, often spouting spontaneously from our
bodies as gestures. Spatial thinking underlies
creating and using maps, assembling furniture,
devising football strategies, designing airports,
understanding the flow of people, traffic, water, and
ideas. Spatial thinking even underlies the structure
and meaning of language: why we say we push
ideas forward or tear them apart, why we're feeling
up or have grown far apart. Like Thinking, Fast and
Slow before it, Mind in Motion gives us a new way to
think about how--and where--thinking takes place.
"If you are not already a Steven Pinker addict, this book
will make you one." --Jared Diamond In Words and
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Rules, Steven Pinker explores profound mysteries of
language by picking a deceptively simple
phenomenon--regular and irregular verbs--and
examining it from every angle. With humor and verve, he
covers an astonishing array of topics in the sciences and
humanities, from the history of languages to how to
simulate languages on computers to major ideas in the
history of Western philosophy. Through it all, Pinker
presents a single, powerful idea: that language
comprises a mental dictionary of memorized words and a
mental grammar of creative rules. The idea extends
beyond language and offers insight into the very nature
of the human mind. This is a sparkling, eye-opening, and
utterly original book by one of the world's leading
cognitive scientists.
Since September 11, 2001, the Bush administration has
relentlessly invoked the word "freedom." The United
States can strike preemptively because "freedom is on
the march." Social security should be privatized in order
to protect individual freedoms. In the 2005 presidential
inaugural speech, the words "freedom," "free," and
"liberty" were used forty-nine times. "Freedom" is one of
the most contested words in American political
discourse, the keystone to the domestic and foreign
policy battles that are racking this polarized nation. For
many Democrats, it seems that President Bush's use of
the word is meaningless and contradictory—deployed
opportunistically to justify American military action
abroad and the curtailing of civil liberties at home. But in
Whose Freedom?, George Lakoff, an adviser to the
Democratic party, shows that in fact the right has
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effected a devastatingly coherent and ideological
redefinition of freedom. The conservative revolution has
remade freedom in its own image and deployed it as a
central weapon on the front lines of everything from the
war on terror to the battles over religion in the classroom
and abortion. In a deep and alarming analysis, Lakoff
explains the mechanisms behind this hijacking of our
most cherished political idea—and shows how
progressives have not only failed to counter the rightwing attack on freedom but have failed to recognize its
nature. Whose Freedom? argues forcefully what
progressives must do to take back ground in this highstakes war over the most central idea in American life.
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues
that today's world is the most peaceful time in human
existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic
values that are causing people to condemn violence as
an acceptable measure.
This business classic features straight-talking advice
you’ll never hear in school. Featuring a new foreword by
Ariel Emanuel and Patrick Whitesell Mark H.
McCormack, one of the most successful entrepreneurs in
American business, is widely credited as the founder of
the modern-day sports marketing industry. On a
handshake with Arnold Palmer and less than a thousand
dollars, he started International Management Group and,
over a four-decade period, built the company into a
multimillion-dollar enterprise with offices in more than
forty countries. To this day, McCormack’s business
classic remains a must-read for executives and
managers at every level. Relating his proven method of
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“applied people sense” in key chapters on sales,
negotiation, reading others and yourself, and executive
time management, McCormack presents powerful realworld guidance on • the secret life of a deal •
management philosophies that don’t work (and one that
does) • the key to running a meeting—and how to attend
one • the positive use of negative reinforcement •
proven ways to observe aggressively and take the edge
• and much more Praise for What They Don’t Teach
You at Harvard Business School “Incisive, intelligent,
and witty, What They Don’t Teach You at Harvard
Business School is a sure winner—like the author himself.
Reading it has taught me a lot.”—Rupert Murdoch,
executive chairman, News Corp, chairman and CEO,
21st Century Fox “Clear, concise, and informative . . .
Like a good mentor, this book will be a valuable aid
throughout your business career.”—Herbert J. Siegel,
chairman, Chris-Craft Industries, Inc. “Mark McCormack
describes the approach I have personally seen him
adopt, which has not only contributed to the growth of his
business, but mine as well.”—Arnold Palmer “There have
been what we love to call dynasties in every sport. IMG
has been different. What this one brilliant man, Mark
McCormack, created is the only dynasty ever over all
sport.”—Frank Deford, senior contributing writer, Sports
Illustrated
“Offers a useful reminder of the role of modern science
in fundamentally transforming all of our lives.”
—President Barack Obama (on Twitter) “An important
book.” —Steven Pinker, The New York Times Book
Review Now also a PBS documentary series: the
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surprising story of how humans gained what amounts to
an extra life, from the bestselling author of How We Got
to Now and Where Good Ideas Come From As a species
we have doubled our life expectancy in just one hundred
years. All the advances of modern life—the medical
breakthroughs, the public health institutions, the rising
standards of living—have given us each about twenty
thousand extra days on average. There are few
measures of human progress more astonishing than our
increased longevity. This book is Steven Johnson’s
attempt to understand where that progress came from.
How many of those extra twenty thousand days came
from vaccines, or the decrease in famines, or seatbelts?
What are the forces that now keep us alive longer?
Behind each breakthrough lies an inspiring story of
cooperative innovation, of brilliant thinkers bolstered by
strong systems of public support and collaborative
networks. But it is not enough simply to remind ourselves
that progress is possible. How do we avoid decreases in
life expectancy as our public health systems face
unprecedented challenges? What current technologies
or interventions that could reduce the impact of future
crises are we somehow ignoring? A study in how
meaningful change happens in society, Extra Life is an
ode to the enduring power of common goals and public
resources. The most fundamental progress we have
experienced over the past few centuries has not come
from big corporations or start-ups. It has come, instead,
from activists struggling for reform; from university-based
and publicly funded scientists sharing their findings opensource-style; and from nonprofit agencies spreading new
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innovations around the world.
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