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The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical
Writing contains over 800 entries ranging from Lord
Acton and Anna Comnena to Howard Zinn and from
Herodotus to Simon Schama. Over 300 contributors
from around the world have composed critical
assessments of historians from the beginning of
historical writing to the present day, including
individuals from related disciplines like Jürgen
Habermas and Clifford Geertz, whose theoretical
contributions have informed historical debate.
Additionally, the Encyclopedia includes some 200
essays treating the development of national, regional
and topical historiographies, from the Ancient Near
East to the history of sexuality. In addition to the
Western tradition, it includes substantial
assessments of African, Asian, and Latin American
historians and debates on gender and subaltern
studies.
This book explores how eleventh- and twelfth-
century Anglo-Norman ecclesiastical authors
attributed anger to kings in the exercise of their
duties, and how such attributions related to larger
expansions of royal authority. It argues that
ecclesiastical writers used their works to legitimize
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certain displays of royal anger, often resulting in
violence, while at the same time deploying a shared
emotional language that also allowed them to
condemn other types of displays. These texts are
particularly concerned about displays of anger in
regard to suppressing revolt, ensuring justice,
protecting honor, and respecting the status of
kingship. In all of these areas, the role of
ecclesiastical and lay counsel forms an important
limit on the growth and expansion of royal
prerogatives.
Between Sword and Prayer brings together diverse
studies on the involvement of medieval European
clergy in warfare and military activities, spanning a
broad geographical range and multiple interpretive
perspectives, including legal, literary, historical, and
hagiographical approaches.
Wide-ranging studies offer an in-depth analysis of
castle-building 11th - 12th centuries and place
castles within their broader social and political
context.
Seventy-seven tales of the supernatural, intended to
frighten and excite and bring to heel their medieval
audience, gathered from medieval chronicles, sagas,
heroic poetry and romances.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Around the year
1049, William, Duke of Normandy and future
conqueror of England, raced to the palace of
Baldwin V, Count of Flanders. The count’s eldest
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daughter, Matilda, had refused William’s offer of
marriage and publicly denounced him as a bastard.
Encountering the young woman, William furiously
dragged her to the ground by her hair and beat her
mercilessly. Matilda’s outraged father immediately
took up arms on his daughter’s behalf. But just a
few days later, Baldwin was aghast when Matilda,
still recovering from the assault, announced that she
would marry none but William, since “he must be a
man of great courage and high daring” to have
ventured to “come and beat me in my own father’s
palace.” Thus began the tempestuous marriage of
Matilda of Flanders and William the Conqueror.
While William’s exploits and triumphs have been
widely chronicled, his consort remains largely
overlooked. Now, in her groundbreaking Queen of
the Conqueror, acclaimed author and historian Tracy
Borman weaves together a comprehensive and
illuminating tapestry of this noble woman who stood
only four-foot-two and whose role as the first
crowned Queen of England had a large and lasting
influence on the English monarchy. From a wealth of
historical artifacts and documents, Matilda emerges
as passionate, steadfast, and wise, yet also utterly
ruthless and tenacious in pursuit of her goals, and
the only person capable of taming her formidable
husband—who, unprecedented for the period,
remained staunchly faithful to her. This mother of
nine, including four sons who went on to inherit
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William’s French and English dominions,
confounded the traditional views of women in
medieval society by seizing the reins of power
whenever she had the chance, directing her
husband’s policy, and at times flagrantly disobeying
his orders. Tracy Borman lays out Matilda’s
remarkable story against one of the most fascinating
and transformative periods in European history.
Stirring, richly detailed, and wholly involving, Queen
of the Conqueror reveals not just an extraordinary
figure but an iconic woman who shaped generations,
and an era that cast the essential framework for the
world we know today. Praise for Queen of the
Conqueror “[Tracy Borman] brings to life Queen
Matilda’s enormous accomplishments in
consolidating early Norman rule. Alongside her
warrior husband, William I, Matilda brought
legitimacy, a deeper degree of education, diplomatic
savvy and artistic and religious flowering to the
shared Norman-English throne. Borman . . . the chief
executive of Britain’s Heritage Education Trust,
fleshes out the personality of this fascinating woman,
who set the steely precedent for subsequent English
female sovereigns by displaying great longevity and
stamina in a rough, paternalistic time. . . . A richly
layered treatment of the stormy reign that yielded the
incomparable Bayeux Tapestry and the Domesday
Book.”—Kirkus Reviews “Tracy Borman tells this
story with a steady eye and a steady hand, tracing
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what can be known of Matilda’s part in the events
that were to change the course of English
history.”—Helen Castor, Literary Review
During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, texts
about the recent and more distant past were
produced in remarkable numbers in the lands
controlled by the kings of England. This may be
seen, in part, as a response to changing social and
political circumstances in the wake of the Norman
conquest of England in 1066. The names of many of
the twelfth and thirteenth-century historians are well
known, and they include Orderic Vitalis, William of
Malmesbury, John of Worcester, Henry of
Huntingdon, Gerald of Wales, and Matthew Paris.
Yet the manuscripts in which these works survive
are also evidence for the involvement of many other
people in the production of history, as patrons,
scribes, and artists. Illuminated History Books in the
Anglo-Norman World focuses on history books of the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries to examine what they
reveal about the creation, circulation, and reception
of history in this period. In particular, this research
concentrates on illuminated manuscripts. These
volumes represent an additional investment of time,
labour, and resources, and combinations of text and
imagery shed light on engagements with the past as
manuscripts were copied at specific times and
places. Imagery could be used to reproduce the
features of older sources, but it was also used to call

Page 5/22



Download Ebook The World Of Orderic Vitalis
Norman Monks And Norman Knights

attention to particular elements of a text, and to
impose frameworks onto the past. As a result,
Illuminated History Books in the Anglo-Norman
World has the potential to change the way in which
we see the medieval past and its historians.
The Gesta Normannorum Ducum is one of the most
important sources for the history of Normandy and
England in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, and
contains the earliest prose account of the Norman
Conquest. It was written by a succession of authors,
the first of whom was William of Jumieges, who
wrote for William the Conqueror. Later historians,
such as Orderic Vitalis (d. c. 1142) and Robert of
Torigni (d. 1186), interpolated and extended the
chronicle as far as King Henry I (1100-1135). The
later accretions reveal much not only about changing
attitudes towards the Norman invasion of England,
but also about views of the early Viking foundationa
of Normandy. Elisabeth van Houts's two-volume
edition is based on a study of all fotry-seven extant
manuscripts of the Gesta, including the earliest
surviving copy of c. 1100, unknown until very
recently. The full original text of William of Jumieges
is supplied, as well as the integral text of the
subsequent revisions and additions. Volume I
contains Dr van Houts's introduction to the whole
work, together with the text and translation of books i-
iv. Volume II contains books v-viii. The edition forms
an important contribution to our understanding of
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Anglo-Norman politics.
Illuminated History Books in the Anglo-Norman World'
examines surviving medieval manuscripts from 1066 to 1272
and the people and processes involved in their creation. It
addresses the reception and circulation of histories, and the
different ways in which imagery and text could be used to
create nuanced accounts of the past.
Few books have had the social, cultural, and scholarly impact
of John Boswell's Christianity, Social Tolerance, and
Homosexuality. Arguing that neither the Bible nor the
Christian tradition was nearly as hostile to homoeroticism as
was generally thought, its initial publication sent shock waves
through university classrooms, gay communities, and
religious congregations. Twenty-five years later, the
aftershocks still reverberate. The Boswell Thesis brings
together fifteen leading scholars at the intersection of
religious and sexuality studies to comment on this book's
immense impact, the endless debates it generated, and the
many contributions it has made to our culture. The essays in
this magnificent volume examine a variety of aspects of
Boswell's interpretation of events in the development of
sexuality from Classical Antiquity through the Middle Ages,
including a Roman emperor's love letters to another man;
suspicions of sodomy among medieval monks, knights, and
crusaders; and the gender-bending visions of Christian saints
and mystics. Also included are discussions of Boswell's
career, including his influence among gay and lesbian
Christians and his role in academic debates between
essentialists and social constructionists. Elegant and thought-
provoking, this collection provides a fitting twenty-fifth
anniversary tribute to the incalculable influence of Christianity,
Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality and its author.
The first in a ground-breaking two-volume history of Henry
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III's rule "Professor Carpenter is one of Britain's foremost
medievalists...No one knows more about Henry, and a
lifetime of scholarship is here poured out, elegantly and often
humorously. This is a fine, judicious, illuminating work that
should be the standard study of the reign for generations to
come."--Dan Jones, The Sunday Times Nine years of age
when he came to the throne in 1216, Henry III had to rule
within the limits set by the establishment of Magna Carta and
the emergence of parliament. Pacific, conciliatory, and deeply
religious, Henry brought many years of peace to England and
rebuilt Westminster Abbey in honor of his patron saint,
Edward the Confessor. He poured money into embellishing
his palaces and creating a magnificent court. Yet this
investment in "soft power" did not prevent a great revolution
in 1258, led by Simon de Montfort, ending Henry's personal
rule. Eminent historian David Carpenter brings to life Henry's
character and reign as never before. Using source material of
unparalleled richness--material that makes it possible to get
closer to Henry than any other medieval monarch--Carpenter
stresses the king's achievements as well as his failures while
offering an entirely new perspective on the intimate
connections between medieval politics and religion.
This volume aims to balance the traditional literature available
on medieval feuding with an exploration of other aspects of
vengeance and culture in the Middle Ages. A diverse
assortment of interdisciplinary essays from scholars in
Europe and North America contest or enlarge traditional
approaches to and interpretations of vengeance in the Middle
Ages. Each essay attempts to clarify the multifaceted
experience of vengeance within a specific medieval context—a
particular region, a particular text, a particular social
movement. By asking what relationship a distinct factor like
authorship or religion has with the concept of vengeance,
each author points towards the breadth of meanings of
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medieval vengeance, and to the heart of the deeper and
broader questions that spur scholarly interest in the subject.
Geographically, the essays in the volume highlight Western
Europe (particularly the Anglo-Norman world), Scotland,
Ireland, Spain, and Portugal. Thematically, the essays are
concerned with heroic cultures of vengeance, vengeance as
a legal and political tool, Christian justification and expression
of vengeance, literature and the distinction between
discourse and reality, and the emotions of vengeance.
Methodologically, these interdisciplinary studies incorporate
tools borrowed from anthropology, the study of emotion, and
modern social and literary theories. This volume is aimed at
professional scholars and graduate students within the broad
field of medieval studies, including the subfields of history,
literature, and religious studies, and is intended to inspire
further research on medieval vengeance. However, this
collection will also prove interesting to non-medievalists
interested in the history of emotion, the justification of human
conflict, and the concept of feud and its applicability to
specific historical periods.
Monastic life, the royal courts and Norman nobility as
depicted by Orderic's medieval chronicle.
The collection of articles gathered in this volume grew
naturally and spontaneously out of the Second International
Conference on Medieval and Renaissance Thought hosted
by Sam Houston State University in April 2016. This
anthology reflects the diverse fields of study represented at
the conference. The purpose of the conference, and
consequently of this book of essays, is partially to establish a
place for medieval and renaissance scholarship to thrive in
our current intellectual landscape. This volume is not
designed solely for scholars, but also for generalists who wish
to augment their knowledge and appreciation of an array of
disciplines; it is an intellectual smorgasbord of philosophy,
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poetry, drama, popular culture, linguistics, art, religion, and
history.
Known as 'the anarchy', the reign of Stephen (1135-1141)
saw England plunged into a civil war that illuminated the fatal
flaw in the powerful Norman monarchy, that without clear
rules ordering succession, conflict between members of
William the Conqueror's family were inevitable. But there was
another problem, too: Stephen himself. With the nobility of
England and Normandy anxious about the prospect of a
world without the tough love of the old king Henry I, Stephen
styled himself a political panacea, promising strength without
oppression. As external threats and internal resistance to his
rule accumulated, it was a promise he was unable to keep.
Unable to transcend his flawed claim to the throne, and to
make the transition from nobleman to king, Stephen's actions
betrayed uneasiness in his role, his royal voice never quite
ringing true. The resulting violence that spread throughout
England was not, or not only, the work of bloodthirsty men on
the make. As Watkins shows in this resonant new portrait, it
arose because great men struggled to navigate a new and
turbulent kind of politics that arose when the king was in
eclipse.
First full-length collection on one of the most significant and
influential historians of the medieval period.
`A wise, learned, gracefully written account of the
Anglo-Norman world and its most remarkable
chronicler.' SPECULUM
The contexts for the works of eleventh and twelfth-
century historians are here brought to the fore.
This is the first comprehensive and fully documented
study of the Empress Matilda to be published in
English. Much of the serious work on her life and
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historical importance has never been translated from
German, and almost all has concentrated on the
years of her struggle with Stephen for the English
crown. This book examines her career as a whole,
including the years as consort of the Emperor Henry
V and as regent in Normandy for her son Henry II. It
illustrates the problems of female succession in the
early twelfth century, and gives a balanced
assessment of Matilda's character and achievements
in the context of her own times.
Examines the struggle between Innocent II and
Anacletus II, a member of the Roman Pierleoni
family which had converted from Judaism to
Christianity. In contrast to the prevailing theory that
the split was ideological and that Innocent and his
supporters in the monastic movement (e.g., Bernard
of Clairvaux, Peter the Venerable, Matthew of
Albano) represented a progressive church reform
party, argues that it was basically political. Anacletus'
Jewish origin and his family's banking activities were
exploited in a successful campaign of vilification
against him. Ch. 15 (pp. 156-168), "The Anatomy of
the Schism: The Jewish Element", shows how
increased antisemitism after the First Crusade and
the image of the Jew as a usurer contributed to this
campaign.
William II (1087-1100), or William Rufus, will always
be most famous for his death: killed by an arrow
while out hunting, perhaps through accident or
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perhaps murder. But, as John Gillingham makes
clear in this elegant book, as the son and successor
to William the Conqueror it was William Rufus who
had to establish permanent Norman rule. A ruthless,
irascible man, he frequently argued acrimoniously
with his older brother Robert over their father's
inheritance - but he also handed out effective justice,
leaving as his legacy one of the most extraordinary
of all medieval buildings, Westminster Hall.
This riveting and authoritative USA Today and Wall
Street Journal bestseller is “a much-needed, modern
account of the Normans in England” (The Times,
London). The Norman Conquest was the most
significant military—and cultural—episode in English
history. An invasion on a scale not seen since the
days of the Romans, it was capped by one of the
bloodiest and most decisive battles ever fought.
Language, law, architecture, and even attitudes
toward life itself —from the destruction of the ancient
ruling class to the sudden introduction of castles and
the massive rebuilding of every major church—were
altered forever by the coming of the Normans. But
why was this revolution so total? Reassessing
original evidence, acclaimed historian and
broadcaster Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar
story of William the Conqueror, an upstart French
duke who defeated the most powerful kingdom in
Christendom. Morris explains why England was so
vulnerable to attack; why the Normans possessed

Page 12/22



Download Ebook The World Of Orderic Vitalis
Norman Monks And Norman Knights

the military cutting edge though they were perceived
as less sophisticated in some respects; and why
William’s hopes of a united Anglo-Norman realm
unraveled, dashed by English rebellions, Viking
invasions, and the insatiable demands of his fellow
conquerors. Named one of the best books of the
year by the Kansas City Star, who called the work
“stunning in its action and drama,” and the
Providence Journal, who hailed it “meticulous and
absorbing,” this USA Today and Wall Street Journal
bestseller is a tale of gripping drama, epic clashes,
and seismic social change.
Edited with a facing-page English translation from
the Latin text by: Chibnall, Marjorie;
The Anglo-Norman monk Orderic Vitalis
(1075-c.1142) wrote his monumental, highly
individual Historia Ecclesiastica as an exercise in
monastic discipline intended to preserve the events
and character of Christendom for future generations.
Though cloistered since childhood in a Benedictine
monastery near Normandy's southern border,
Orderic gained access to an intellectual world that
extended from Scotland to Jerusalem through his
engagement with texts and travelers that made their
way into his monastic milieu. His Historia
Ecclesiastica, with a breadth of vision unparalleled in
its time, is a particularly fertile source for an
investigation of concepts of space and
historiography in the high Middle Ages. In The
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Written World: Past and Place in the Work of Orderic
Vitalis, Amanda Jane Hingst draws on the blend of
intellectual intimacy and historiographical breadth in
Orderic's writings to investigate the ways in which
high medieval historians understood geographical
space to be a temporally meaningful framework for
human affairs. Hingst explores Orderic's
manipulation of the classical geographical tradition,
his balancing of spatial scale between the local and
the universal, and his sophisticated and original
utilization of the new intellectual currents of the
twelfth century. She argues that Orderic, along with
some of his contemporaries, interpreted
Christendom's terrain not merely as a static stage for
human action but as a meaningful element in human
history. Using a theoretical framework marrying
modern spatial theory with medieval philosophical
traditions, Hingst suggests that, at its most nuanced,
medieval historiography affirmed the symbolic
topography of Christendom by linking history and
geography in such a way that they mutually forged
and reinforced each other. With a clarity of style and
ideas, Hingst makes available to both students and
trained scholars a fascinating account of a
heretofore underappreciated medieval figure and his
work. "Amanda Hingst has written a wonderful
book--learned, brilliant in concept, and graceful in
execution. She provides the most thorough reading
of the full text of the most interesting historian of the
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twelfth century, Orderic Vitalis, and, in so doing,
contributes significantly to the study of historiography
and the reading of the history of the period." --Robert
M. Stein, Doris and Carl Kempner Distinguished
Professor of Humanities, Purchase College "Orderic
Vitalis is one of the great twelfth-century historians
who is both cursorily well-known and hardly known
at all in any deep sense. Amanda Hingst offers us a
substantial remedy for that lack by taking seriously
an aspect of reality that Orderic (but not his modern
readers) took seriously: the readable natural world of
landscape, traversable space, and dramatic weather,
all fraught with meaning for history. Hingst writes
from a well-chosen critical place uniting the
historian's specificity with the literary critic's
sensitivity to map the topography of meanings that
Orderic inscribed into the physical settings for the
historical events he narrated. Hingst's clever choice
of interpretive focus respects both medieval and
modern senses of historical reality, and contributes
significantly to our still growing awareness of the
depth and complexity of medieval historical writing."
--Nancy Partner, McGill University "The Written
World lives up to its audacious title. Wry, cool, and
unflappably alert, it makes brilliant sense of Orderic
Vitalis's baffling and luxuriant composition. We have
here the work of a historian who can teach literary
scholars something about how to read." --Steven
Justice, University of California, Berkeley "The
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Written World is a wonderful, innovative, and
beautifully written study of Orderic Vitalis's Historia
Ecclesiastica. Amanda Hingst vividly evokes the
meaning and function of history for an Anglo-Norman
monk at the end of the eleventh century and the
beginning of the twelfth. She emphasizes how
geographical space provided a temporal framework
through which Orderic Vitalis narrated and
experienced historical events. The landscape of
Christendom, far from being an unchanging
backdrop to human deeds, actively participated in
the history of the world. Heaven was glimpsed on
earth as God manipulated fields and streams, trees
and clouds, tempests and dirt with a divine purpose.
This book is a major contribution to the intellectual
history of the High Middle Ages." --Mark Gregory
Pegg, Washington University
First modern edition of an undeservedly neglected
account of the events of the First Crusade.
Christian-Muslim Relations, a Bibliographical History
3 (CMR3) is a history of all the works on Christian-
Muslim relations from 1050 to 1200. It comprises
introductory essays and over one hundred entries
containing descriptions, assessments and
comprehensive bibliographical details of individual
works.
In The History of the Destruction of Troy, Dares the
Phrygian boldly claimed himself as eyewitness to the
Trojan War, challenging the accounts of two of the
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ancient world's most canonical poets, Homer and
Virgil. For over a milennium, Dares' work was
circulated as the first pagan history. It promised facts
and only facts about what really happened at
Troy--precise casualty figures, no mentions of
mythical phenomena, and a claim that Troy fell when
Aeneas and other Trojans betrayed their city and
opened gates to the Greeks. But for all its intrigue,
the work was as sensational as it was fake. From the
late antique encyclopedist Isidore of Seville to
Thomas Jefferson, The First Pagan Historian offers
the first comprehensive account of Dares' rise and
fall. Along the way, it reconstructs Dares' central
place in longstanding debates over the nature of
history, fiction, criticism, philology, and myth, from
ancient Rome to the Enlightenment.
The World of Orderic VitalisNorman Monks and
Norman KnightsBoydell & Brewer
Fruits of the most recent research on the worlds of
the eleventh and twelfth centuries.
Using many different medieval texts, Schmitt
examines medieval religious culture and the
significance of the widespread belief in ghosts,
asking who returned, to whom, from where, in what
form, and why. Through this vivid study, we can see
the ways in which the dead and the living related to
each other. Schmitt focuses on everyday ghosts -
recently departed ordinary people who were a part of
the complex social world of the living. Schmitt argues
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that beliefs and the imaginary depend above all on
the structures and functioning of society and culture,
and he shows how the Christian culture of the Middle
Ages enlarged the notion of ghosts and created
many opportunities for the dead to appear. Schmitt
also points out that the church happily proliferated
ghost stories as a way to promote the liturgy of the
dead, to develop pious sentiments among
parishioners, and to solicit alms on behalf of a
relative or friend's salvation.
An interwoven study in many ways refreshing and
original... A good book, the first major product of one
of the more vital debates in recent early medieval
scholarship. HISTORY A major re-statement of the
nature of Anglo-Norman warfare, with special
emphasis on the role of the familia regis, the King's
military household.
A new way of looking at the medieval castle - as a
cultural reflection of the society that produced it,
seen through art and literature.
Nothing less than a rethinking of what we mean
when we talk about "men" and "women" of the
medieval period, this volume demonstrates how the
idea of gender -- in the Middle Ages no less than
now -- intersected in subtle and complex ways with
other categories of difference. Responding to the
insights of postcolonial and feminist theory, the
authors show that medieval identities emerged
through shifting paradigms -- that fluidity, conflict,
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and contingency characterized not only gender, but
also sexuality, social status, and religion. This view
emerges through essays that delve into a wide
variety of cultures and draw on a broad range of
disciplinary and theoretical approaches. Scholars in
the fields of history as well as literary and religious
studies consider gendered hierarchies in western
Christian, Jewish, Byzantine, and Islamic areas of
the medieval world.
An authoritative life of Edward the Confessor, the
monarch whose death sparked the invasion of 1066
One of the last kings of Anglo-Saxon England,
Edward the Confessor regained the throne for the
House of Wessex and is the only English monarch to
have been canonized. Often cast as a reluctant ruler,
easily manipulated by his in-laws, he has been
blamed for causing the invasion of 1066—the last
successful conquest of England by a foreign power.
Tom Licence navigates the contemporary webs of
political deceit to present a strikingly different
Edward. He was a compassionate man and
conscientious ruler, whose reign marked an interval
of peace and prosperity between periods of strife.
More than any monarch before, he exploited the
mystique of royalty to capture the hearts of his
subjects. This compelling biography provides a much-
needed reassessment of Edward’s reign—calling into
doubt the legitimacy of his successors and rewriting
the ending of Anglo-Saxon England.
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The setting of this volume is the Iberian Peninsula
during the Middle Ages, where Christianity and Islam
co-existed side by side as the official religions of
Muslim al-Andalus on the one hand, and the
Christian kingdoms in the north of the peninsula on
the other. Its purpose is to examine the meaning of
the word 'Mozarab' and the history and nature of the
people called by that name; it represents a synthesis
of the author's many years of research and
publication in this field. Richard Hitchcock first sets
out to explain what being a non-Muslim meant in al-
Andalus, both in the higher echelons of society and
at a humbler level. The terms used by Arab
chroniclers, when examined carefully, suggest a
lesser preoccupation with purely religious values
than hitherto appreciated. Mozarabism in León and
Toledo, two notably distinct phenomena, are then
considered at length, and there are two chapters
exploring the issues that arose, firstly when
Mozarabs were relocated in twelfth-century Aragón,
and secondly, in sixteenth-century Toledo, when
they were striving to retain their identity.
In popular imagination few phenomena are as
strongly associated with medieval society as
knighthood and chivalry. At the same time, and due
to a long tradition of differing national perspectives
and ideological assumptions, few phenomena have
continued to be the object of so much academic
debate. In this volume leading scholars explore
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various aspects of knightly identity, taking into
account both commonalities and particularities
across Western Europe. Knighthood and Society in
the High Middle Ages addresses how, between the
eleventh and the early thirteenth centuries,
knighthood evolved from a set of skills and a lifestyle
that was typical of an emerging elite habitus, into the
basis of a consciously expressed and idealised
chivalric code of conduct. Chivalry, then, appears in
this volume as the result of a process of noble
identity formation, in which some five key factors are
distinguished: knightly practices, lineage, crusading
memories, gender roles, and chivalric didactics.
This volume aims to balance the traditional literature
available on medieval feuding with an exploration of
other aspects of vengeance and culture in the Middle
Ages. A diverse assortment of interdisciplinary
essays from scholars in Europe and North America
contest or enlarge traditional approaches to and
interpretations of vengeance in the Middle Ages.
Each essay attempts to clarify the multifaceted
experience of vengeance within a specific medieval
context”a particular region, a particular text, a
particular social movement. By asking what
relationship a distinct factor like authorship or
religion has with the concept of vengeance, each
author points towards the breadth of meanings of
medieval vengeance, and to the heart of the deeper
and broader questions that spur scholarly interest in
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the subject. Geographically, the essays in the
volume highlight Western Europe (particularly the
Anglo-Norman world), Scotland, Ireland, Spain, and
Portugal. Thematically, the essays are concerned
with heroic cultures of vengeance, vengeance as a
legal and political tool, Christian justification and
expression of vengeance, literature and the
distinction between discourse and reality, and the
emotions of vengeance. Methodologically, these
interdisciplinary studies incorporate tools borrowed
from anthropology, the study of emotion, and
modern social and literary theories. This volume is
aimed at professional scholars and graduate
students within the broad field of medieval studies,
including the subfields of history, literature, and
religious studies, and is intended to inspire further
research on medieval vengeance. However, this
collection will also prove interesting to non-
medievalists interested in the history of emotion, the
justification of human conflict, and the concept of
feud and its applicability to specific historical periods.
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